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o COFFIN PROTECTOR.
APPLICATION FILED NOV. 11, 1903.
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No. 771,6086.

UNITED STATES

- Patented October 4, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS JOHNSON BROWN, OF COLUMBUS, OHIO.

COFFIN-PROTECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 771,608, dated October 4, 1904.

Application filed November 11,1903, Serial No, 180,719,

(No model,}

To all whom 6 Maly concermn:
Be 1t known that I, THOMAS JOHNSON

| BROW\T a citizen of the Umted States, residing
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- coffin, means for locking the co

in dﬂd
useful

at (Jolumbus in the county of Fr &Dlx
State of Ohlo have invented a new and

‘Oofﬁn-—Protector, of which the following is a

specification.
Thisinvention relates to devices for prevent-

ing the surreptitious removal of bodies from
graves, and has for its object to simplify and
improve the construction of devices employed

for this purpose and to increase their safety
and security without increase of expense or
complication of parts.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-

tures of construction, as hereinafter shown
and described, and specified in the claims.
Inthedrawings illustrative of the invention,

in which correspondmo’ parts are denoted by
like designating characters, Figure 1isatrans-

verse section ot a orave mth the coffin and |’

coffin-box therein, showmo the improvements

applied. Fig. 21s aplan view in longitudinal
section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fiﬁ' 3 rep-

resents one of the trip attachments of the cot-
in-box in perspective and disconnected.

The 1mproved device may be applied to any
of the various styles and forms of coffins or

caskets and their boxes as ordinarily manu-

factured, and for the purpose of illustration
a cofin and its box of the usual form are shown,
10 representing the bottom, 11 the side walls
and cover of the coffi
rough box. |

The improved safety and protecting devices
comprise means for securing the corpse to the
fin within the
grave-box, and means for locking the grave-

- box within the grave, so that any attempt to
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remove the corpse irrom the coffin or the cot-
fin from the grave-box or the grave-box from
the grave will be frustrated.

- The meansemployed for securing the corpse
within the coffin consists of a plurality of sub-

13,adapted

stantially U-shaped metal members:
to inclose the ankles or limbs and the neck,
breast, or other parts of the corpse, and each
pr owded with threaded ends adapted to pro-
Ject through the bottom 10 of the coffin, with

n, and 12 the inclosing

| lateral shoulders 14 bearing against the i inner

tace of the coffin-bottom and nuts 15 engaging
the threaded ends of the U-St]‘tped members
on the exterior of the coffin. BV this means
the corpse is held within the coffin and can be
removed only by unscrewing the nuts 15, and
as these are beneath the cofﬁn they can be
reached only by removing the coffin from the
orave-bhox.

The means employed for securing the coffin
in the grave-box consists in one or more rods
or bcu*s 16, disposed within the coffin at or
near the bottom 10 and with its ends extend-
ng t1110u0'11 ancd projecting beyond the sides
of the coffin.

Attached to the interior of the grave-box
are small casings 17, preferably of metal, hav-
ing inclined spring-tongues 18, beneath free
ends of which the projecting ends of the bar 16
catch as the coffin is placed within the grave-
box. When the coffin is lowered into the
grave-box, the projecting ends of the bar or
bars 16 mll automatically displace the yield-
able free ends of the spr 1110'-latches 18 and pass
beneath them, the members 18 springing back
to thelr normal position and eﬁectually pre-
venting the release of the bar, and the coffin

1S held thereby. Any desir ed number of the

rods or bars 16 and the catches 18 may be em-
ployed; but generally one rod and two of the
SPr m-:r-mtches one for each end of the rod,
will be sufficient.

The means employed for preventing the
surreptitious removal of the grave-box, with

“the coffin and corpse- contained therein, from

the grave consists of a plurality of %top -bars
19, hmﬁ’ed by their lower ends, as at 20, to
the lowel outer portion of the grave-box and
extending vertically and free to swing out-

wardly and adapted to project into cavities

formed for them in the walls 21 of the grave.
As the grave-box is lowered into the grave
the stop-bars will freely pass over the 1nte-

rior surfaces of the grave-walls and when they

reach the cavities Wlll fall outwardly into
them, as will be obvious, and thereby effec-
tﬂ&]l}?’ prevent any upward movement of the
box, and consequently effectually prevent its
removal so long as the bars.are intact. By
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thesesimpleattachmentsthe corpse is securely
held in the coflin, the coffin securely held in
the grave-box, and the grave-box securely
held in the grave.

The members 13 will preterably be con-
cealed by the garments of the corpse, so that
their presence will not be perceptible, and
can be of hardened steel to prevent them be-
ing severed by persons attempting to surrep-
titiously remove the corpse. The members
13 will also serve as supports to hold the
corpse against displacement while the cothn
18 being moved. The members 13 may be ar-
ranged over any desired portions of the body

and any number employed, the parts forming
the attachments being of any desiréd size or

form and constructed of any suitable metal
or other material.

- Having thus described the invention, what
I claim 15—

1. An attachment for coffins comprising a
substantially U-shaped member adapted to
span a portion of the corpse and having threac-
ed ends for projection through the bottom of
the coffin and provided with shoulders for
bearing against the interior of the coffin, and
nuts engaging said threaded ends on the ex-
terior of the coffin.

2. The combination with a cofin-box, of
stop-arms attached to swing from 1ts lower
portion for engaging cavities in the side walls
of the grave.

3. A coffin having a corpse-holding device,
and means accessible at the under side only of
the bottom of the coffin to fasten the holder
thereto.

4. A coffin having a corpse-holding device
which 1s provided with a serew-threaded part
piercing the bottom of the coffin and a nut
fitted to the lower end of said portion and ac-

771,606

cessible from the under side only of the bot-
tom of the coflin.
5. A device of the character described com-

prising 1n combination a coffin-box having .

spring-catches upon the interior thereof, and

45

a coffin having external projections disposed

to engage the catches on being lowered into
the box and have the catches snap over the
projections tointerlock the coffin with the box.

6. The combination of a coffin-box having
external means for locking the box against
removal from a grave, and also provided with
internal means tor locking the coffin within

the box, and a coflin having means for engage-

EIBIIE with the cotin-locking means within the
0X. -

7. The combination of a coffin-box having
external arms hinged at their lower ends to
the box with their upper free ends adapted
for engagement with cavities in the side walls
of a grave, and also provided with coffin-lock-
ing means within the box, and a coffin having
means for engagement with the coffin-locking
means within the box. |

8. The combination of a coffin-box having
external arms hinged at their lower ends to
the box with their upper free ends adapted
for engagement with eavities in the side walls
of a grave, and coflin-locking means embody-
ing spring-catches carried by the inner side
walls of the box and a coffin having means for
engagement with the spring-catches within
the box. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto aflixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS JOHNSON BROWN.

Witnesses:

WALTER HAMILTON,
(G EORGE LINN.

0o

55

6o

70

75




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

