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To all w'iom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Jouw A. Crouan, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Sprmﬂ*-

- valley, 1n the county of Pierce and State of
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secured between said uprights.

Wisconsin, have invented certain new and use-
ful lmpro-vements in Step-Ladders, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
step-ladders, its object being to provide means

for securing the step- Iadder n c]osed or open
position.

T'o this end my invention consists in the fea- |

tures of construction and combination herein-

atter particular described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 7 is a
spective view of my 1_mproved ladder in open
position, and Fig. 2 is a side view of the same
1n closed position. -

In the drawings, 2 represents the step-sup-
porting uprights of the ladder, and 3 the steps
Secured to
the upper end of the uprights 2 is the top or
platform 4. Having pivotal support 5 upon
the downwardly-extending sides 6 of the lad-
der-top are the legs 7, connected by eross-
bars 8. Having pwotal support in plates 9 on
the sides of the uprights 2 is a rearwardly-ex-
tending bail 10. Secured to the outer sides
of the legs T are the rearwardly-extending
plates 11. Hach plate 11 is formed on its in-
ner side with a series of upwardly and in-

wardly curved fingers 12, constituting sock-

ets 13 to receive the free end of the bail. 1
preferably provide each plate 11 with a lon-
gitudinal bar 14, which strengthens the plate
a,nd holds the bail out of contact with the lad-

der-legs.

In use when the ladder is closed the freg

per-.

end of the bail will rest in the upper end 15
of the plate, as illustrated in Fig. 2. When
it is desired to secure the ladder in open Po-
sition, the [ree end of the bail is placed with-
in desired corresponding sockets 13. In this
position of the parts the end of the bail will
lie underneath the adjacent fingers 12 and be
prevented by said fingers from ; jarring out of
the socket. The ladder 1s thus firmly held in
open position and accidental closing of the
lacdder 1s prevented.

Having now described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In combination, a-ladder consisting of

step -supporting uprights and connected
hinged legs, a bail having hinge-support upon
said upxwhts rearwardly - extending plates
secured to said legs, a series of for wmdly-
extending rearwardly-bent fingers upon the in-
ner rear Sldes of said plates wherebv sockets
are formed within said fingers holding said
bail against accidental chsplaeement

Q. In combination, a ladder consisting of
step - supporting uprwhts ancd  connected
hinged legs, a bail having hinged support upon
said llpIIU'htS., learwardlv e‘itendmo plates
secured upon the sides of said legs, a series
of upwardly and rearwardly bent hncf‘ers upon
the 1nner rear sides of said plates whereby

sockets are formed underneath said fingers

holding said bail against accidental dmphce—
ment.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. CLOUGH.

Witnesses:
Ep. L. BurgHARDT,
H. D. BureHARDT.
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