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I'o all whom it may concern.:
Be1it knownthat I, FRaANK BRoCKWAY READ,

- a citizen of the United States, and a resident
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of the borough of Manhattan, city, county,

and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Fruit-Pro-
tectors, ot which the following is a specifica-
tion. ~ - o

My invention relates to fruit-protectors in
the nature of cushions, such as are used be-
tween the contents of a barrel and the head
of the barrel, and has for its object to pro-
vide a cushion or packing of the above-indi-
cated character which will be efficient at-every

portion, at the edge as well as at the center.

To this end my invention consists of certain |

features of construction, as will be fully de-
seribed hereinafter and particularly pointed
out 1n the appended claims.

Reterence is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, in which— .

Figure 1 is a plan of my invention with
parts broken away. Fig. 2 is a cross-section
on line 2 2 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a cross-sec-
tion of another form of my invention. |

The improved packing comprises a suitable
foundation A, which may consist of a circular
piece of pasteboard or stout paper, a facing
B, and a filling C, contained between the
foundation and the facing. This
consist of excelsior or any other suitable yield-
ing material. In packings of this character
I have found that the edge portions generally
are not yielding to the same degree as the
center of the packing, and thus the protection

L

afforded by the cushion is not so efficient as
might be desired.
difficulty and at the same time to avoid the
difficulty which would be experienced in in-
serting a cushion with stiff edges through the
narrow head of a barrel, I have devised the
following construction, which allows the thick-
ness ot the filling to be substantially the same
at the edge and at the center. The facing has
its edge bent inward, so as to form a flange
B', as it were, and this flange portion is se-

cured to the foundation A, as shown in Fig. 9.
In manufacturing my improved packing the

“the desirable elasticity.

illing may

In order to overcome this

facing is placed upon a flat surface within a
hoop corresponding to the shape of - the fin-
1shed article, and the edges of the facing are
turned inward to form a pocket which is filled
with excelsior or other material. Then an
achesive is applied to the flange portion of

the facing and the circular foundation is ap-

plied to complete the article.

Instead of employing a foundation of stout
paper or the like T may make use of any other
foundation——as, for instance, corrugated pa-
per or coardboard A’ covered on one side
with a layer of paper A% Fig. 8. Such cor-
rugated cardboard covered on one side is now
reacily obtainable in the market.

1t will be observed that the edge portion of
the facing is rounded and that the filling ex-
tends into contact with said rounded edge—
that 1s, into the space between the lange B’
and the exposed layer of the facing. Fur-

thermore, the facing has an infold at its edge

which contributes to.give the edge portion
The flange portion
B’ is secured to the foundation A or A’ at a
distance from the edge of the foundation, so

that the edge portion of the packing is rela-

tively free.
The stiff foundation prevents the bending
or displacement of the cushion, while the

-cushion proper, which is thicker than the

foundation, may easily be inserted by bend-
ing the edges upward and at the same time
compressing the cushion laterally. Theedges
of the cushion and the foundation pPassing
into the barrel separately may each easily be
flexed, which would not be the case did they
pass In attached to one another. This con-
struction 1s of advantage also when wused as a
packing for fruit and other articles packed
in ordinary square boxes, as the packing may
be made to fit the sides of the box closely and
without any difficulty being experienced in
inserting the same into the box. ' |

Various modifications may be made without
departing from the nature of my invention.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A fruit-protecting packing, consisting of
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arelatively stiff foundation having a free edge,
a facing provided with a loose intold, and an
elastic filling contained within said facing and
its infold, said infold being secured near its
free edge only to the foundation, whereby a
cushion is formed free from direct attachment
to the foundation.

2. A fruit-protecting packing, consisting of
arelatively stiff foundation havinga freeedge,
a tacing provided with a loose infold, and an
elastic filling contained within said facing and
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its infold, the free edge of said infold being
secured to the foundation at a distance from

. the edge of the foundation, and the -edge por-
tion of the foundation, beyond the line at

which said infold is attached, being flexible
toward and from the infold of the facing.

FRANK BROCKWAY READ.

Witnhesses:
HeENrRY A. READ,
EueeNne KBLE.
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