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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Jou~ A. HiLLERICH, 2

citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-

viile, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Base-Ball Bats, of which

~ the following is a specification.
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My invention relates to base-ball bats, and
has for its object to lessen the hitting of fonls

by the batsman and enable him to make a

oreater proportion of fair balls and safe hits.
Such object is of growing importance, the tend-
ency of the rules of the game being to more
ancd more heavily penalize the hitting of fouls.
According to the present rules, of compara-
tively recent adoption, the first two fouls are
counted as strikes, and the making of fouls,
whether caught or not, tends greatly to put-
ting the batsman out. The striking of such
undesirable balls is caused by the ready glanc-
ing of the bat and ball one from the other up-
less the ball is exactly in or very near the

plane in which the bat is swung by the bats-

man 1n making his stroke at the time when it
1s encountered by the bat. By the use of my
improvement in the bat such glancing is ma-
terially prevented orlessened, with the result

‘that a stroke which with an ordinary bat

would produce a foul will by the use of the
improved bat produce a fair hit, with the
chance that it will be a safe hit either in the
outfield or the infield. As a further result
this improves the game and the interest which
1t has for the spectators. |

My improvement is carried into effect by
and 1t consists in a peculiar formation of the
striking-surface of the bat, which is herein-
after described, and pointed out in the claim.

In order to make the invention more clearly
understood, I have shown in the accompany-
Ing drawings means for carrying the same
into practical effect without limiting my im-
provement 1n 1ts useful applications to the
particular construction, which for the pur-
poses of illustration I have delineated.

In said drawings, Figure 1is an elevation
of a base-ball bat embodying the invention.
FKig. 2 is a similar view of a portion of the
bat on a larger scale. TFig. 3 is a sectional

view on line III of Fig. 2. In the illustra- ©o

tions the described points are shown conven-
tionally. In fact, they are preferably on heli-
cal lines.

Referring to the drawings, A indicates the

~bat as a whole, of which « 1s the handle, and 53

B the ball-striking portion. The surface of
this latter 1s formed at intervals with points
b so arranged that they are not presented to-
ward a ball which is struck fairly by the mid-
dle of the bat, but such a ball is struck and 60
propelled in the usual manner as by the ordi-
nary batting-surface, but that they are pre-
sented toward the surface of a ball which en-
counters the bat off the center or middle of
the forward side of the bat, and the more such 6 g
ball 1s off the center the more directly are
such points & presented to it. The result of
this is that the ball is engaged and held by
the points to a material degree and in such
manner as to greatly lessen the glancing of 70
the ball and the making of foul hits. While
the surface of the ordinary base-ball bat can
act only in a direction which is radially out-
ward from the center of the bat, the said
points may and do act in a direction which is
more forward than such a radial line. For
example, a ball C, Fig. 3, encountered by the
surface of the bat at ¢ can by an ordinary bat-
surface be propelled only in the radial direc-
tion indicated by the arrow 1, but by my im-
proved bat-surface can be propelled in a more
forward direction, (indicated by the arrow 2.)
By “*forward direction” I mean toward the
tield, where the ball will be fair and perhaps
safe. |

The points 4 may be produced on or in the
wooden bat surface or portion B by any suit-
able means, either by removing portions of
the wood to form grooves ¢ in the front of
the points or by forcibly pressing inward the
wooden surface of the striking part of the
bat at the places mentioned. . While I prefer
to have the handle @ of the ordinary plain
character, it may be wrapped or finished in
any suitable manner.

It has been demonstrated by actual experi-
ment by professional batsmen that the use of
the above-described bat will give a greater
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proportion of fair hits and of safe hits than
will the ordinary bat and will give the user a
better batting average. |

In the drawings the polnts may be con-

sidered as somewhat exaggerated for distinct- |

ness.

What I claim 18—
A base-ball bat having its striking part of
substantially eylindrical form and formed with

points & arranged around the cylindrical sur-

face and directed tangentially and forward

relative to the bat, whereby said points are
adapted to engage a ball which is struck by
the bat off the center, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. 15

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature 1n
presence ot two witnesses.

JOHN A. HILLERICH.

Witnesses:
H. N. Low,
J. S. BARKER.
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