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1o all whom it may concern: - a right angle to the said door and are so ar-
Be it known that I, Rarrm J. WAKEFIELD, | ranged that when the door is open,so as to al-
a citizen of the United States of America, re- | low the hen to enter the nest, the said bars will
siding at Glenville, in the county of Cuyahoga | extend acrossthe sald opening 6. Theopening
5 and State of Ohio, have invented certain new | 5 is also provided withadoor 7, which is hinged =5
and useful Improvements in Nests: and I here- | to swing horizontally to allow the hen to leave
by declare the following to be a tull, clear, | the nest. The door 7 is normally held shut
“and exact description of the Invention, such as | by means of a spring 9.’ To the inside of the
“will enable others skilled in the art to which | door 7 18 secured a bar 10, which extends at a .
1o 1t pertains to make and use the same: ‘| right angle therefrom. A bar 11 is secured 6o
- This invention relates to improvements in | to the door 6 and is arranged to lap over the
hen’s nests. ' - . | bar 10.  On the bar 10 is preferably arranged -
One object of this invention is to providea | a catch 12, which engages the bar 11 so as to |
nest which will be entirely closed when the | lock the entrance-door. In the exit-door Tis
- 15 fowl is setting therein, so as to protect the | formed a small window or opening 13. 65
towl from disturbance by other animals. The operation of my nestisas follows: When
A further object of my invention is to pro- | the nest is empty and the entrance-door open,
vide means for identifying and separating the | the bars 8, which are secured to said door,will
hens which are laying from those of the flock | always be in the path of a tfow!l entering the
20 whichare not laying and to keep track of the | nest, and therefore when a fowl enters the 7o
number of eggs laid by any particular hen. nest 1t comes in contact with said bars and
My invention therefore consists in provid- | shoves them in in front of it, thereby swing-
Ing anest having doors arranged to completely | ing the door shut behind, and the movement
- close said nest and means for connecting the | of the fowl as it settles itself in the nest com- o
‘25 sald doors so that the hen on leaving the nest | pletely closes the door, and the cateh 12 on 75 -
* through one door will open, the other door, so | the bar 10 engages with the bar 11, thereby .
- that another hen can enter the nest. | locking the door. When the fowl wishes to
- My invention also consists in the features | leave the nest, 1t goes toward the opening 13
of construction and combinations of parts, as | in the exit-door and shoves open the door |
30 described in the specification, pointed out in ahead of,it, and as the exit-door opens the bar 80
the claims, and illustrated in the drawings. | 10 secured thereto comes in contact with the
Referring to the accompanying drawings, | bar11, secured on the entrance-door 6, thereby
Figure 1 is a top plan of my improved nest opening the entrance-door 6 and placing it in
- with the top removed and the entrance-door | position for the next fowl to enter the nest. |
35 1n position to allow the hen to enter the nest. | When the fowl leaves the nest, the exit-door 85 =
- Fig. 2 1s a vertical section on line 2 2, Kig. 1, | Tis closed by means of the spring 9. The :
with the door in the same position. Fig. 8is | exit-door 7 is. preferably arranged to open
a view similar to Fig. 1, showing the nest | into a suitable pen or coop, in which the fow].
closed with the hen therein. Kig. 4 is a view | remains until it has been identified. |
40 similar to Fig. 1, showing the hen leaving the What I claim is— : 90
- nest. . _ - 1. An improved nest comprising a closed
- Intheaccompanyingdrawings, 1 represents | box having an entrance-opening, a door ar-
~arectangular box, which is provided with a ranged to close said opening, bars secured to
hinged lid 2. At each end of the box are | said door and arranged to extend across the
45 formed openings 4 and 5. The opening 4, | path of a fowl when said door 1s in position 95
that is the opening through which the fowl | to allow the hen to enter the nest, an exit- |
enters the nest, is provided with a door 6, | opening, a spring-controlled door arranged to
‘which is hinged to swing horizontally. On | close sald opening, a bar secured to the said
- the inside of the door 6, near the hinges, are | spring-controlled door and extending in to the
50 -secured a series of rods 8, which project at nest, and a bar secured to the first-mentioned roo -
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door and arranged to lap over the har secured
to the last-mentioned door and the arrange-
ment 1s such that the opening of the exit-door
will open the entrance-door, substantially as
deseribed and for the purpose set forth.

2. An improved nest comprising a closed
box having an entrance-opening, a door ar-
ranged to close sald opening, bars secured to
said door and arranged to extend across the
path of a fow] when said door is in position
to allow the hen to enter the nest, an exit-
opening, a spring-controlled door arranged to
close sald opening and having an opening

770,54%

formed therein to admit light to the nest, a
bar secured to the exit-door and extending
into the nest, a bar secured to the entrance-
door and arranged to lap over said bar secured
to the exit-door and a lateh mounted on the
bar secured to the exit-door, substantially as
described and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I sign the foregoing
specification 1n the presence ot two withesses.
RALPH J. WAKEFKRIIZLD.
Witnesses:
Vicror C. LyxcH,
(. M. Haygs.
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