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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Joa~ C. AVERILL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

- provements in Checkrein-T.oops, of which the
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following is a specification.

My invention relates tocheckrein-loops, and

more particularly to a form of loop which re-
quires a peculiar manipulation to attach or de-
tach from the check-hook, and also to a guard

effectively prevent the accidental d1senﬂ'w'e—
ment of the loop from the hook.

The object of my Invention is to provide a

simple and inexpensive checkrein-loop which
may readily be attached to the ordinary check-
rein and to the check-hooks commonly used
and at the same time provide a loop which can-
not be accidentally detached from the hooL,
but must be manually separated therefrom in
a particular manner.

My invention in 1ts preferred form is illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, 1n
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the har-
ness-saddle and check-hook secured thereto,
showing my improved check-loop 1n position

to be attached. Fig. 2 i1s a similar view show-

ing the check-loop in operative position. Fig.
3 is a view of another form of check-hook,
showing my improved check-loop with guard
in relative position and illustrating the man-
ner in which the guard operates to confine the
loop to an inseparable position on sald hook.
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the loop-body with
cruard in operative position as seen in an n-
Verted position. Fig.5 1s a plan view of the
guard. Fig.61isa sectional view of the loop
without the guard, taken on line 6 6, IFig. 4.

Similar numeral% refer to similar parts in
all the views.

Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 des-
ionates the ordinary harness-saddle; 2, the
check-hook 3, the check-loop; 4, the cheok-
rein, and 5 the guard.

The loop (deswnated 3) 1s made of metal,
preferably in one piece, and in the. form shown
has a cap-like appearance, comprising the
crown or wall portion 6,with the bill or cres-

(No model.)

cent-shaped flange 7 projecting from one side
thereof. The opp051te side of said loop, or

that portion to which the checkrein 1s at-

tached, is preferably straight and of reduced
depth, as will be seen at &, I‘ws 2 and 3, and
is formed into a cross-bar 9
second cross-bar extending parallel with the
cross-bar 9 and adjacent thereto and form-
ing the slot 11, which receives the checkrein
4. It also forms one side of the main open-
ing 12, which is adapted to receive the check-
hook 2 it being understood, of course, that
the top and bottom of the 1001) body are open.

The laterally-opposite portions of the loop be-
tween the ends of the crescent-shaped flange
and the ends of the bar 10 are compar atlvelv
thin, of the same d?pth as the loop proper,

and nearlv straight in cross-sectional form 1n
order that the loop may be engaged with the
hook when turned on its side, so as to bring
the thin portion opposite the narrow opening
9'. as shown in Fig. 1, and thereafter passed
thr0110h the opening into the position shown

in }jw' 9. It will be observed that the loop

cannot be disengaged from the hook without
being turned on its side and shifted laterally
forwald until the thin portion of the wall has
been brought opposite the opening 2, which
18 just wide enough transversely to permlt the
passage of that portion of the loop wall
through 1it.

The onard (designated 5) is made of leather
or analogous flexible material and 1n the form
shown consists of a piece of leather substan-
tially conforming in outline to the outline of
the loop 3, as seen in Fig. 5. At one end
thereof is provlded a slot 13 adapted to reg-
ister with the slot 11 in the loop-body when
used in connection therewith and to receive
the check-rein 4, as will be more fully under-
stood by reference to Fig. 3. At the opposite

end of said guard is formed an aperture 14,

adapted to register with the forward portion
of the aperture 12 in the loop-body, as shown
in Fig. 4, and to receive the check-hook 2,
and thereby confine the loop to a certain rela-
tive position upon said hook which prevents
its being turned in the manner hereinbefore
descrlbed to be disengaged from said hook.
Leading from the aperture 14 to the outer
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edge of the guard is a slit 15, forming two
free ends 16 and 16’. These ends being free
and of flexible material may be pressed apart
in such a manner as to open the slit 15 sufli-
ciently to permit the guard being disengaged
from the hook and turned back, as shown in
dotted lines, Fig. 3. After said guard has
been thus disengaged from the hook the loop-
body may be turned on its side, as shown in
Fig. 1, and shifted from the hook in the same

‘manner as hereinbefore described.
It will be understood that the guard may be ~

used 1n conjunction with other torms of loops
and also that it muy be usec; with almost any
form of hook; but that the form of hoolt de-
termines the manner in which the loop must
be turned to be attached or detached, as will
be illustrated by a comparison of the hook
shown 1n Fig. 1 with that shown in Fig.
In the first form the loop would be turned on
1ts side and passed through the opening 2’
with a horizontal movement, whilein the form

of Kig. 3 the loop would be inverted and passed

through the opening 2 with an upwardly-
curved movement. The movementfordetach-
ing the loop from the hook is just the reverse
of that for attaching it and will be readily un-
derstood from the foregoing description and
reference to the drawings.

It 18 evident that variation from the forms
shown may be made without departing from
the spirit of my invention, and I do not limit
myself to the particular constructlon shown.

I claim—

1. A checkrein- loop, comprising a pair of
parallel bars arranged in the same general
plane and forming one side of the 100p., the re-

mainder of the 100p being approximately of

horseshoe shape in plan View, one edge of the
curved side of the loop being provided with

- an outwardly - flaring crescent-shaped flange

extending in the general plane of the loop and
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widest at the'apex of the curve, the ends of the
flange terminating coincident w1th the junc-

tion of the curved sides with the bars, and the
‘sides of the loop at this point being approxi-

mately straight and thin in cross-section. |

2. In combination, a satety checkrein-loop,
comprising a body portion adapted to be at-
tached to a checkrein and to engage the check-
hook and a guard to coéperate with said loop,
comprising a flexible body adapted to be at-
tached, in register with said loop, to the check-
rein, and having a hook-receiving aperture
and a slit extending out from said hook-aper-
ture, for the purpose shown and described.

3. In asatety checkrein-loop, the combina-
tion with an open rigid loop provided with a

strap-slot, of a codperating guard comprising

a flexible body in outline form similar to that

3. | of said loop-body and provided with a slot and

an aperture adapted to register respectively
with the slot and the hook-receiving aperture
in said loop-body and adapted to embrace the
check-hook during the engagement of said loop
therewith, sald guard being slotted from the
hook-aperture outwardly to the margin of the
guard, for the purpose set forth.

4. In combination, a detachable guard for
use with a rigid a,ttachmﬂ'-IOOp., consisting of

a leather or analogous flexible flap provided at

one end with means for securing it in register
with the attaching-loop and provided with a
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divided portion adapted to embrace the sup-

port to which the loop is attached.
5. A guard consisting of a leather or analo-

gous flexible flap provided at one end with an

attaching-aperture and apertured and divided
at 1ts opposite end.

JOHN C. AVERILL.

Witnesses:
ArBERT H. GRAVES,
FrEDERICK C. (xO0DWIN.
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