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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Joax J. C. HasBroUcK,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wood Flooring,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates particularly to wood-
block or parquet flooring; and its objects are,

among others,to provide a flooring of this char-

acter of strong and durable construction which
may be made in pieces at the mill or other
convenient place of manufacture and the parts
quickly fitted together and secured to the con-
crete or other bed on which the flooring is
laid and which will require a comparatively
small amount of asphalt or other similar sub-
stance to secure 1t permanently to said con-
crete. It is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings referred to herein; and it consists
of the combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter described and claimed. _

In the said drawings, Figure 1 isa plan view
ot a detached portion of flooring, showing my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a side view of two
ot the blocks of said flooring fitted together,
showing the end of one block and the side of
the other, the end of one,block being broken

away and the concrete and asphalt beingshown

1n vertical section.

The upper portions A of the blocks or strips
form the wearing-surtace of the floor. Be-
neath this upper portion and running from
end to end of each block along its side is the

groove B, which is adapted to receive the

tongue C, formed on either end of the block
and projecting therefrom in the plane of the

groove. The groove also acts as an air-space |

where 1t is not engaged by the tongue and

prevents the asphalt from creeping-up be-

tween the strips or blocks and discoloring the
floor, as it otherwise would when the floor is
treated with preparations containing turpen-
tine or other substance having a tendency to
soften the asphalt.
each block and extending along both its ends
and sides is the groove K, which is approxi-
mately semicircular in cross-section. Thig

groove 1s located outside the inner wall of the

Near the lower edge of

lower edge E'. It is especially useful in con-

nection with the process which I employ in

laying the flooring on the concrete X and

which consists of dipping the lower portion

of the block in liquid asphalt to the depth of
about one-half of its thickness and then laying
1t on the concrete. In this manner the block
1s united with the concrete by the liquid as-
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phalt X', which enters the pores of hoth wood -

and concrete and then hardens or ‘“sets.” It

will be seen that a considerable amount of as-
phalt will be carried by the egroove & and an
extra supply thus provided for the joints of
the blocks, where it is mostneeded. Theshape
of this Jower groove also enables the asphalt
to form a key which when hardened will se-
curely hold the edges of the strips down to
the concrete and prevent loosening through
the warping of the blocks or otherwise. The

6o

bead D between the upper and lower grooves_so~

1s so tormed that its outer vertical edge is
back of or within the vertical outer edge of
the upper portion A, so that when the strips
are placed together a space will remain be-
tween the opposing beads. The object of
this arrangement is to allow the said upper
edges to be pressed tightly together, an oper-
ation which would be practically impossible if

the bead D were not formed as shown, owing
‘tothe presence of asphalt between them. The

space between the beads being also filled with
asphalt serves to greatly strengthen the joint
between the strips. Another function of the
bead is to support the tongue C. and conse-

quently the end of the block, against depres-
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sion when weight is imposed thereon—as, for

1Instance, the foot-of a table or chair—and I

have found the provision of a support of this

kkind for the end of the block against depres-

sion to be of greatimportance and to contrib-
~ute materially to the durability of the floor.

What I claim is— -

1. The combination in a wood-block or simi-
lar flooring of a block or strip, a longitudinal
groove on both sides of said block, a tongue
on the ends thereof adapted to fit said groove,
a second longitudinal groove below-the first
and extending around the ends of the block
and a bead between the said grooves having
its outer vertical edge within the vertical edge
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ar ound the end thereof and

LT

of the portion of the strip above the first-
namecd groove. _
9. Awood-block flooring comprising blocks
of greater length than wnltlu a Qroove run-
ning throughout the length of each block, a
bead below said groove and parallel therewith,
a second groove below and parallel W'.th 2id
bead and also extending across the end of the
Jloch. |
A floor - block having a longitudinal
ﬂloove in its side below the 1 upper edoe there-
ot, a complemental tongue at 1ts end in plane
with said egroove, a second rounded longitudi-
nal groove parallel with the first, extendmﬂ
terminating at the

lowel edee of the block.

A floor-block having a rectangular lon-
o 1tu(hrml oroove in 1ts %1de helow th upper
edoetheleot 2 complemental tongue having a
rounded outer edge at its end in plane with
said eroove, a second rounded longitudinal
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oroove parallel Wlth the first and terminating
at the lower edge of the block and a bead he-
tween said erooves having its outer vertical
surfaces hack of the portion of the block above
the upper groove.

5. A ﬁoor block provided with a longitudi-
nal groove in its side below the upper surtace
thel cof, a complemental tongue at its end in
plane with said groove and bemn shorter than
the depth of said oroove, a bead below and
parallel with said groove and a second groove
below said bead and outside of the mner por-
tion of the upper groove extending to the lower
edoe of the block.

\V:ttness my hand this29th day of J uly, 1903,
at the city of New York, in the county and
State of New York.

JOHN J. C. HASBROUCK.

Witnesses:

Hiuryaxy Meynr,
BarTrurr J. SMITH.
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