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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Reusex B. BEWJAMI‘Q” q,
citizen of the Umted States, residing at C_ -
cago, in the county of Cook and State of T1li-

5 nois, have invented a certain new and useful

Imp1 ovement in Subbases for L‘tmp-SocLetS,
of whieh the following is a full, clear, concise,

and exact descr 1pt10n reference bemcr had 6o
the accompanying drawings, tmmmﬂ a part
10 of this specification.

My invention relates to 1mpr0vements In
subbases for lamp-holding devices.

1t has for its object to combine, with a plu-

rality of lamp-holding devices mounted on a

15 suitable base, a supplemental base having

suitable terminals which may be readily con-
nected to the contacts of said devices.

The invention in its preferred embodiment

consists of the details of construction, ar-

20 rangement, and combination of parts, as her e-

inafter specified, and pointed outin the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which show

- several forms of my mventlon whlch I have

designed for practical use, Figure 1 is a plan .

25V lew of 1Ly pr eferrecl form of subb&se Kig. 2

1saside view thereof. Tigo. 8isasectional Vlew
taken on the line z & of Flo 1. Fig.4i1saview

of a cluster device and my impr oved subbase

assoclated with each other. Fig. 5 is a plan

30 view of amodification of my invention.. Figs.
6 and T are side views thereof, parts belnﬂ
broken away to more clearly disclose cer tain
features of the construction. Fig. 8 isan ele-
vation of the modified form of subbase ASSO-

35 cnted with a cluster device with parts being
broken away of each to show features of the
invention. Fig. 9isstill another modification

of my invention. Fig. 10 is a side view there-

of, and Fig. 11 isa Sectlonal view on the line

'40 y y of FIU 9. Iig. 12 1s an elevation, parts

being brohen away, of a cluster devme Con-
nected with the modified form of subbase
shown in Fig. 9. TFig. 13 is a view of another
modification of my invention. Fig. 14 is a

| sectional view on the line z z of the modifica- 45

tion of my invention shown in Fig. 18, and

Fig. 15 1s a side view thereof.

Throughout the accompanying drawings
like reference characters  designate similar
and corresponding parts. 50

Referring first to Figs. 1, 2, 8 and 4, the
base 1s shown as constructed of a preferably
circular block mare of porcelain or other suit-
able insulating material. This block is pref-
erably cut away at 1ts opposite sides to pro- 55
vide flat faces to which the end of a molding

3 for the supply-wires may be fitted, as shown
at the left-hand side of Fig. 1.

Of course
cleats 4 or any other means may be employed

for holding the wires, as illustrated at the 6o
| right-hand side of Fig. 1, if desired. _
torm of block which is used is not essential,
the same being adapted to the position in

The

which sald block is to be used. The base 1
1s preterably provided at opposite sides with 65
recesses or depressions 5, and extending
entirely across the block are grooves 8, Whlch
are separated from one another. These
grooves are formed to receive the supply-
wires. In each of said recesses is prefer- 70
ably arranged a plate 7, which has one end

extending out over the groove and turned
'upwardlv as at 8.

This plate 1s preferably
secured to the base by a screw 9, which is

passed through said base and threaded in a 75

nut 10, anam'ed upon said plate. - The nut
1S held from turning by an upturned lug 11,

formed on said plate and to said plate, prei-

erably between the nut and said lug, is se-
cured by solder or other suitable means a 8o
wire 12. Hach plate is also provided with a
binding-screw 13, arranged to grip one of the
supply-wnes between the upturned edge of
sald plate and its head. The wires when they
are laid into the grooves of said block have 83
portions of their 1nsulation opposite said

plates removed and the bare wires laid upon -
the plates and gripped thereto by the bind-
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ing-screws.  Upon the said subbase as thus
constructed is arranged a base 14, which car-
ries a plurality of lamp-holding devices 15.
These devices have suitable contacts asso-
ciated therewith for the lamps. The wires
12, connected with the terminal plates upon
the subbase, are connected with the binding-
posts 16 and 17 of the contacts of said lamp-
holding devices, whereby the lamps are con-
nected to the supplv—wn es.

Of course any form of device having a plu-
rality of lamp-supporting means may be em-
ployed 1n connection with the subbase, and
the means for connecting the terminal plates
to the contacts of the lamp-supporting devices
may be other than that which I hwe cle-
seribed, and in the several modifications which
T have illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings I have shown several different ways of
connecting the terminal plates with the lamp-
supporting devices. In the construction
shown in Figs. 1 to 4 the subbase and base
for the ]amp holding devices are provided
with suitable holes for screws to secure sald
bases in position. These screws preferably
pass through the base of the lamp-supporting
devices and the subbase and have their heads
bearing on the base of the lamp- supmortnm
devices and their threaded ends secured in a
suitable support.

By reference to Figs. 5 to 8 another form
of my invention will be discerned, wherein
the block or subbase is of a construction like
that above described. The terminal plates
18, secured to the block by screws 19, have
each one end, 20, projecting out over one of
the grooves for the supply-wires and pro-
vided with a binding-screw 21 and the other
end, 22, turned slightly outward from the
block and formed of such material as will
have a spring action. The base 23, support-
ing the plarality of Lunp-holdmﬂ‘ cl evices 24,

_ has carried thereby strips 25, which are suit-

45

55

60

ably connected with the contacts for the lamps
supported by said devices and have their ends
arranged to pass under the clips 22 of the
ter 1'1111’1.;115 of the subbase. This form of sub-

base is secured directly to the desired sup-

port and then the cluster supported there-
from by placing the ends of the contact-strips
95 under the clips of the terminal plates of
said subbase. These strips 25 not only sup-
port the main base in position, but also con-
nect the lamps to the supply-wires through
the terminals of the base, which may be Jonmd
to the supplyv-wires in a manner similar to
that shown in Kig. 1.

In Figs. 9 to 12 is shown a further mocdifi-
cation of my invention. The terminal plates
98, having the binding-screws 29, are arranged
upon the subbase, with the central portion
thereof passing over the grooves which re-
ceive the supply-wires. The ends 30 of said

holding devices have their base prov:

L faces of said
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plates are secured in the recesses in the face
of the subbase by screws 31, and the other
ends, 82, of said plates are fastened upon the
face of said subbase by screws 33.  The lamp-

1ded with
sulta ble str ips 84, which are arranged to malke
spring-contact w:lth the portions of the termi-
nal plates of the subbase arranged upon the
subbase. The dcmce for sup-
urality of lamps is preferably
position by screws passed there-

porting the pl
suppor ‘ted in

through and also through the subbase and fas-
tened to the desived support. The spring-

contacts described are suitably connected with
the contacts of the devices for supporting the
lamp and electrically connect said contacts
with the terminal plates of the subbase.

In Fies. 13 to 15 the terminal plates of the

- subbase are somewhat similar in construction

to those shown in the embodiment of my in-
vention disclosed in Figs. 9 to 12 and ar-
ranged upon the base in a somewhat similar

manner. However, in this instance only the
ends of sald plates locatea in the depression
in the subbase are secured to the subbase, and
the ends thereof arranged upon the tace ot
the base are provided Wlth threaded holes 35.
These holes are adapted to receive screws
which support the base of the lamp-holding
devices in position on said subbase and con-
nect the associated contacts of the lamp-hold-
ing devices to the terminal plates. Only the
subbase of this construction of my invention

is desiogned to be directly connected with the

support.
Having thus described my invention, what
1 clmm,ang desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—
1. In a device of

the character described,
the combination with a main base, of a lamp-
holding device or devices mounted directly on
said base and provided with suitable contacts
for cooperating with the lamp-terminals, a
subbase adapted to receive said main base and
carrying suitable binding-posts for the sup-
ply-wires situated within the boundary 01 sald
subbase and adapted to rest hetween the sub-
bhase and said main base so that the live con-
ducting parts are entirely incl osed, and means
0pemtwulv organized In connection with said
lamp-holding device or devices and associated
contacts for electr ically and detachably con-
necting said lamp-contacts directly carried on
said main base with the binding-posts on said
subbase. |

9. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a main base, of a lamp-
holding device or devices mounted directly on
said base and provided with suitable contacts
tor cooperation with the lamp-terminals, bind-
ing-posts suitably associated with said con-
tacts, a subbase adapted to receive said main

' base and carryinge suitable binding-posts for
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the supply-wires, and flexible wires secured | seribed my name in the presence of two wit-
at one er%d tei s&lid iubll)ase ancl eleotric?lly Nesses. | S
connectecl with the binding-posts carried on | _ -
sald subbase and adapted to be respectively REUB EN B. BENJAMIN.
connected at the opposite ends to the binding- |  Witnesses: -
posts assoclated with said lamp-contacts. M. R. RocHrorp,

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto sub-| - Epwixn B. H. Towegr, Jr.
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