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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, ABRAHA\IVV MENSOR
Hymaxn GREE\TBLATT ‘and JOHN AUGUST
Prrra, citizens of the United Statesof Amel-

5 1ca, and residents of the city of Seattle,in the |

county of King, in the State of VV‘Lshmcrton
have invented certain new and useful Improve-

ments in Garment-Supporters, of which the
following is a specification.

1to  Our invention relates to improvements in
garment-supporters, and has special reference
to a device of this class which is especially
adapted as asubstitute for suspender-buttons:
The object of our invention is to provide a

15 simplified and inexpensive garment-supporter

in which the jaws shall be self-adjusting rela-
tively to each other at their point of connec-
tion to accommodate different thicknesses in
oripplng and Insure a more secure hold and

20 which shall embody essential features of util-
ity and general efficiency, as will be under-
stood from the following specification and ac-
companying drawings, and set forth in the
appended claims.

25 With reference to the drawmcrs
with and bearing like Ieference characters
for COI‘I‘BSpOdeU‘ parts throughout, Figure

i

11sa view 1n perspective of our 1mproved'

supporter, shown with the jaws closed.” Fig.
30 2 is a longitudinal section of the supporter on

line 2 ot Fw‘ 4, shown with the jaws open.

Fig. 3 1s a sm:a.llar section of the supporter,
shown with the jaws closed upon an article

35 of the supporter.

This invention includes a pair of jaws, as 5
and 6, which are preferably rectangular and
are constructed from sections of pla,te metal
having marginal portions bent inwardly along

40 the side edges and free ends of the gripping

portions to provide marginal rims which are -

serrated along the free edges to insure a
more secure grip. These jaws are formed of

suitable size for jaw 6 to fit within jaw 5, and.

45 they are provided with suitable Qpposﬂze pin-
tle-lugs, as 8 and 7, respectively, and which
convenlently consist of inwardly-bent mar-
ginal portions of the plates from which
the jaws are formed. Mounted on the lugs 7

i a suitable spring, as 11.

-of the jaw 5 is a transversely-disposed pintle 9, 5o
andin thelugs 8 of the jaw 6 are elongated pin-

tle apertures or slots 10, which are arranged
substantially at right angles to the face of
sald jaw and receive said pintle freely. so asto
allow said jaws to move bodily relatively to 355

~each other at their point of connection for

the length of said slots. - |
The jaws of the supporter are normally
yvieldingly held 1n close relationstoeach other
at the point of their connection by means of 60
This spring com-
prises a stiff spring bar or leaf which is se-
cured at one end on the inner side surface of
jaw 6 acdjacent the gripping end and extends
over and partly about the pintle 9 at the op- 65
posite end, so as to normally vieldingly hold
sald jaw Wlth the base ends of slots 10 resting
against saicd pintle, and projects 1earwatdly |
£r om the pintle, Fig. 2, and a weak coiled
spring 12 1s placed about salcdd pintle at one 7o

sitde ot said leaf, with the end portions exten(l-
‘Ing toward the gripping ends of the ]aw SO
| as to act to open the supporter.

led hel e~

To conveniently force the jaws of the de-
vice to grip, a substantially L-shaped lever14 75
1s arranged with the foot portion between the
stems of the jaws, and this lever is preferably

I pivotally mounted at the heel on a suitable

transversely-disposed pin 15, mounted on the
stem of Jaw 5 and arranged at a suitable dis- 8o
tance from pintle 9 to cause the toe of said

| lever to lie between the stem of jaw 6 and the
of extreme thickness: and Fig. 4is a side view |

rearwardly-projecting end of spring 11 and

i engage with the free end of said spring asthe
| lever is swung to release the jaws for opening 385
| action of spring 12. So should the jaws fail

to open force can be applied by swinging the
toe of said lever against the-free end of said
spring and through the spring to the gr ippinO' |
end of jaw 6,and therebv force the jaw tosw ing 9o

open.

In the present instance the stem of jaw 5
consists of opposite side pieces 16, conven-
iently consisting of extensions of the lugs 7, -
which project beyond the stem of the adjust- 95
able jaw, and a tr a,nsverselv disposed bar 17
is mounted on said side piece adjacent their
upper ends. Pivotally mounted on the side
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pieces 16 1s a substantially T-shaped keeper
18, which 1s pivotally engaged at the ends of
the head portion in suitable apertures pro-
vided 1n said side pieces at a suitable distance

from the bar 17 to cause the free end portion

of the stem of the 11(30[’)61 to rest against said
bar when the keeper 1s swung thereto. So
when desired to attach the supporter to the
suspenders the tug, as 19, of the suspender 1s
passed beneath bar 17 and engaged with the
tongue of the keeper and the keeper then
swung to bring said stem or tongue against the
bar.

The prphc‘Ltmn and operation of the sup-
porter will be readily understood, as when de-
sired to apply the same the lever is adjusted
to allow spring 12 to throw the jaws open.
The device is then placed in position and the
lever operated to force the jaws together.
Should the article gripped be of extra thick-
ness, the spring 11 will yield and permit the
nws to separate at the point ot their connec-
tion, and thereby permit the jaws to close
upon the article at their tree ends and insure
a more perfectorip. Thusit will be observed
that the supporter can be employed to sup-
| | as, for example,
the trousers alone or the trousers, drawers,
and overalls—as the jaws will separate i1f the
orip be of extreme thickness, and thereby In-
sure a positive hold on the garments. Kur-
thermore, should the garment become wedged
between the marginal rims of the jaws, so as
to hold them closed, the lever can be applied
to force the jaws apart, as heretofore set forth,
while the cross-bar and keeper permits the

supporter to be readily attached and detached

from the suspender without detaching it from
the garment.

This device is simple and inexpensive of
construction, has few parts likely to get out
of order, and presents a neat and pleasing

‘appearance.

- Having thus described our 1nvention, what
weclaim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Pment of the United States of America, 15—

. A garment-supporter comprising a pair
ot jaws having a pivotal connection arranged
to permit said 3 jaws to be moved bodily to and
from each other at said connection, a spring
mounted on said supporter and tending to

draw sald jaws toward each other at said con-

nection, and means to force the stems of said
1aws 1n opposite directions to close said jaws.

2. A garment-supporter comprising a pair
of jaws, a pintle mounted on one of said jaws,
pintle-lugs on the other jaw having elongated
apertures receiving said pintle, a spring
mounted on said supporter and tending to
draw said jaws toward each other at said pin-
tle, and means to force the stems of said
in opposite directions to close said jaws.

3. A garment-supporter comprising a pair
of jaws, a pintle mounted on one of said jaws,
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pintle-lugs on the other jaw having elongated

‘apertures substantially at right anﬂle% to the

face of the jJaw and receiving sa,ld pintle, a
SPring mmmted on the last said jaw and en-
oaging said pintle and tending to draw said
iaws toward ecach other, and means to force
the stems of said jaws In opposite directions
to close said jaws.

4. A earment-suppcrter comprising a pair
of jaws, a pintle mounted on one of said jaws,
pintle-lugs on the other jaw having elongated
apertures substantially at right angles to the
face of the jaw and receiving said pintle, a
spring-leaf secur ed at one end to one of said
JAWS s and engaging at the opposite end with
said pintle and tending to draw said jaws to-
ward cach other., and means to force the stems
of said jaws in opposite directions to close
gaid jaws. |

5. A garment-supporter comprising a pailr
of jaws, a pintle mounted on one of said jaws,
pintle-lugs on the other jaw having elongated
apertures substantially at right ‘umles to the
face of the jaw and recelving said pintle, a
spring-leaf secured at one end to lastsaid j Jaw
and engaging at the opposite end with said
pintle, “and a substantially L-shaped lever

“pivotally mounted on the stem of one jaw and

arranged to engage the stem of the other jaw
and move sald stems in opposite directions to
close the jaws.

6. A garment-supporter comprising a patr
of jaws, a pintle mountecd on one ot sald jaws,
pintle-lugs on the other jaw having elongated
apertures substantially at right angles to the
face of the jaw and receiving said pintle, a
spring-leat secured atone end to the last said
jaw md engaging at the opposite end with

said pintle, and a substantially L-shaped le-
ver pivotally mounted at the heel on the stem
of the first said jaw and arranged to engage
at the toe with the stem of the other jaw.

7. A carment-supporter comprising a pair
of jaws, a pintle mounted on one of said jaws,
pintle-lngs on the other jaw having elongated
apertures substantially at right angles to the
face of the jaw and receiving said pintle, a
spring-leaf secured at one end to the last said
jaw adjacent the gripping end and engaging
said pintle and projecting beyond the pintle,
and a substantially L-shaped lever pivotally
mounted at the heel on the stem of the first
said jaw and arranged to engage at the toe
with the stem of the other jaw when swung
in one direction and with the projecting end
of said leaf when swung in the opposite di-
rectlons.

8. Ina garment-supporter, the combination
with a pair of pivotally-connected jaws, and
an L-shaped lever pivotally mounted at the
heel on the stem of one jaw and arranged to
engage at the toe with the stem of the other
jaw when swung in one direction, of a leatf
secur ed at one end to the last s‘ud jaw adja-
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cent the gripping end and 'projectmo at the

opposite end 1nto the path of said toe when
‘the lever 1s swung in the opposite direction.

9. Inagarment-supporter, the combination
with a pair of pivotally-connected jaws one ot
said jaws having upwardly-extending side
pieces, and means to open and close said jaws,
of a cross-bar at the upper ends of said side
pieces, and a substantially T-shaped keeper
pivotally mounted at the ends of the head part
on sald side pieces and arranged to engage at
the free end of the stem with said bar.

10. A garment-supporter comprising a pair

of rectangular plate-metal jaws fitting one.

within the other and having. mwardlv-pro—
jecting serrated rims along the oT1pping por-
fions and the outer of said Jaws having op-

posite upwardly-extending side pieces,a cross- |

‘bar mounted on said side pieces, a substan-
tially T-shaped keeper pivotally mounted at

3

the ends of the head part -on said side pieces -

and arranged to engage at the free end of the
stem Wlth said bar, a pmtle mounted on said

outer jaw, pmtle-—luﬂ‘s on the inner jaw having
elongated apertures substantially at right an-
gles to the face of the jaw and receiving said

pmtle,_a spring-leaf secured at one end to the -
inner Jaw adjacent the gripping end and en-

gaging with said pintle, and an L-shaped le-

ver pivotally mounted at the heel onsaid side

pieces and arranged to engage at the toe with
the stem of the inner jaw.

>igned at Seattle, Washin U'ton, this 2131: da,y- |

ot J anuary, 1904.

HYMAN GREENBLATT.
JOHN AUGUST PETTA.
Witnesses:
RicHARD SAXE J¢ ONES,
KErnEST B. HERALD.

ABRAHAM W. MENSOR.
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