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UNITED STATES PATENT

Patented August 30, 1904,

FREDERIC H. PARKHURST, OF BANGOR, MAINE ASSIGNOR TO THE J. L.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 768,683, dated August 30, 1904.

Application filed November 25, 1903, Serial No. 182,589,

(No model.)

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, FrepeERIc H. PARK-
HURST, a 01t17en ot the Unlted States, residing

at Bfmoor In the county of Penebseot zmd'

5 State of Mfune have invented an Improve-
ment 1n XrVerdrobe-TrunLe of which the. fol-
lowing desel 1pt10n n conneetlon with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification, like
numerals on the drawmo's repr eselzltuwP like

IO parts.

This 111vent10n relatesto whatare comm onlv

known as " wardrobe-trunks ’—that s, a trav-
eling-trunk constructed so that upon arriving
at, its destination it can be placed on end and
15 used as a wardrobe, closet, or cupboard.

The particular feeturee Wherein the Iinven-
tion resides will be more iullV hereinafter de-
scribed and then pointed out in the claims.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view showing my

20 Improved trunk open. Fig. 2 is a section
through the top end of the trunk. Fig. 3 1s
a section on the line = #, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a
view of the cupboard—eompertment of the
trunk, showing the way in which the doors or

25 flaps for elesmfr the shelves of said compart-
ment are hunﬂ*

The trunk is divided substantially centrally
to form the two parts 3 and 4, which are suit-
ably hinged together, as usual. - The part 3

30 consticutes a hanging-compartment in which
suits may be hung and the part 4 constitutes
a cupboard- eompertment for receiving linen,
shoes, and similar articles. -

One featur e of my invention relates to the

35 means employed for retaining the clothes in

the hanging-compartment. The suits are sup- |

ported, as usu‘tl upon suitable garment-hang-
ers, w. 11(3]1 are suspended from & SL‘lppOI‘tll“lO‘-
rod 5 at the upper end of the hanging-com-

40 partment, said rod being supported 1n a4 man-
ner preeently to be described.

The suits are retained in place by a clothes-
retalner in the form of a gate or -frame 6,
which 1s pivoted at one side to the slides 7,

45 which are slidably mounted in guides or ways

3, secured at one side of the part 3. At the

other side of the part 3 are one or more racks

9,iwith which locking-pawls 10, carried by the

‘1n the drawincrs

free edge of the frame 6, cooperate. These
pawls are preferably spring-pressed pawls of
any sultable construction, so that they will au-
tomatically engage the r acks aS the retammfr—
cate 1s closed.

After the desired number of suits have been
hung upon the rod 5 the slides 7 are pushed
mwerdly.,, so as to bring the retaining-gate
close to the body of the clothes, and there—
after said gate is swung into its elosed Posi-
tion, as shown in Fig.. 3, “the racks 9 automat-
1031137 retalning said ¢ gate in such position and
the latter Seeurely holdmo’ the clothes in place.

- I have also provided means whereby the
closing of the retemmg—gete 6 serves to lock
that ed ge thereof which is hinged to the slides
T against outward movement, whereby both
edO‘es of the retaining-gate are positively
locked in position when the gate is closed.
As herein illustrated, such loekmﬁ' means com-
prises a frictional pro;eetlen 12, carried by the
cgate and arranged to be broucrht against the
1n51de of the part 3 when the ﬁ'ete 1s closed.

For this purpose the projection is located in-
wardly of the ax1s about which the gate turns,

~sald projection in this form of my invention

belng carried by the ﬁlhno*-plece 13 and ar-
rang ed to play in and project through an open-
ng 14 in one of theslides 7. 1 preter to have
such 2 locking projection at both the top and
bottom of the gate, so that with the pawls 10
each corner of the gate 1s locked. The pro-
jection 12 can eenvemently be made of rub-

ber or similar material which will have good

frictional contact with the side of the part 3.
In addition to its function as a retaining
means for the suits hung upon the rod 5 said
retalning-gate 6 also furnishes means to sup-
port trousers, vests, and similar garments.

For this purpose I have hinged to seld cate

a plurality of Supportmo*—erms 16, said arms
preferably being arranged in pairs, as shown
The twoarms of each pair
are connected to turn In unison about the

same hinge and are also preferably made
| slightly. elastic or resilient, so that they can

be spread apart su: ﬁmently for the introduc-
tion of a pair of trousers, a vest, or a similar
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garment between them, said garment being
folded over one of the arms. Their elasticity
tends to cause them to close together, and thus

" to bite or pinch the garment and hold 1t 1n

place. These arms may be pivoted to one or
both of the vertical edges of the frame 6, and
any number of palrs of arms may be em-
ployed.
the right-hand edge of the frame 6 in Fig. 1,

because when plvoted in this way thm are
less likely to gef in the way when the gate or
frame 6 is opened or closed. The said oate 6
is also provided with the straps 17, by means
of which umbrellas, canes, and similar arti-
cles may be secured to said gate.

The upper end of the trunk is rounded or
bulged outward, as at 23, so that 1t will be
"111p()591bh., for the trunk to stand on said end.
This construction insures that the trunk will
always be placed right side up.

At the upper side of one part of the trunk
is a strut or brace which is adapted to enter
the other part of the trunk when the trunk 1s
closed and to engage the side of the trunk.
Such strut or brace is herein illustrated as
carried by the 3 and as comprising two

part o
side members 18, firmly secured to a foot-
piece 19, fixed to the side of the part 3 and
having a head 20 at their outer ends. Said
head 20 is adapted to enter the part 4 when
the trunk 1s closed and to engage the side of
the trunk, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3. It will

thus be seen that the strut extends clear across
the trunk when the latter is closed and serves

as a means to prevent thetrunk from becom-
ing crushed. |

The rod 5 on which the garments are hung
1s assoclated with the strut above deseribed
and will preferably be supported by the head
20 and foot-piece 19. The trunk is divided
approximately centrally thereof, so that when
it is open nearly one-halt of the rod 5 pro-
jects beyond the hanging-compartment 3.
This projecting portion of the rod 5 forms a
distribution-space into which all or so many

of the garments as necessary may be drawn,

and thus rendered accessible.

Situated over the portion of the rod 5 which
is within the hanging-compartment is a guard
orlocking member 46, which prevents the gar-
ment-hangers from becoming unhooked from
the rod while in.the locking-compartment.
In placing the garment-hangers upon the rod
51t 1s necessary to hook them over the ex-
posed end of said rod and then to slide them
bacl into position In the hanging-compart-
ment, and similarly inremoving a hanger from
said rod 1t 1s necessary to withdraw it into the
distribution-space at the exposed end of the
rod. With this construction any suit of
clothes 1s made accessible by merely shiding
the garment-hangers onto the projecting end

of the hanging-rod, and by merely sliding
sald hangers i1nto the hanging-compartment

they are all locked 1in place.

I prefer to pivot all of the arms to.

768,683

49 designates a cross member whichis rig-
idly secured to the strut or brace and extends
across the end of the hangimg-compartment.
This cross member has an outer convexed face
which fits the inner side of the swelled end 23
and supports the same and also adds mate-
rially to the strength of the trunk.

The part 4, whihh constitutes the cupboard-
compar tment is made with a series of fixed
shelves 27, which are closed by suitable doors
or flaps. In arranging these doors 1 have so
supported each that when it is opened 1t does
not interfere in the least with the opening or
closing of any other door or flap, and as are-
sult all of the various compartments of the
cupboard may be open at the same time, thus
rendering every article in the cupboard 1m-
mediately accessible.

One way in which this result may be at-
tained is by forming the door or flap 50 for
the upper cmnpartment at the top of the com-
partment and dividing said top into sections,
which are hinged together, so that 1t may be
rolled bacl, as shown in dotted lines, Kig. 2
Below this upper compartment are two other
compartments, which are closed by doors 51,
swinging about vertical hinges and opening
away from each other. Next below this is a
compartment closed by a flap or door 53%
which is hinged some distance above the shelf,
so that when open it lies against the fixed
front 52. Still below this 1s a compartment
having its door 53 hinged at the bottom and
opening downward, and, 1f desired, below this
may be an ordinary drawer54. Thisarrange-
ment is illustrated in Fig. 4, which shows
the various compartments ol)ened Where a
drawer is used, stays 56 will be employed to
prevent the flap or door 53 from opening sui-
ficiently to interfere with the opening of the
drawer.

A trunk constructed as above described has
this advantage that when opened every gar-
ment and every compartment and every arti-
cle in the trunk is immediately accessible, for
it will be observed that when the pawls 10 are
disengaged the gate or frame 6 may be swung
about its hinges through one hundred and
cighty degrees, or clear away from the front
of the hanging-compartment. The various
carment - 111110@1% in said compartment may
then all be drawn forward into the distribu-
tion-space upon the rod 5, in which position
any individual garment can be removed with-
out disturbing any other garment. Further,
owing to the particular relation hetween the
opening movement of the flaps or doors of
the compartments of the cupboard any one or
all of said doors can be opened without regard
to the position of any other door, and every
article in the cupboard-compartment is thus
rendered immediately accessible.  When the
(runk is fully opened, therefore, no closing
of one shelf in order to get access to another
or no shifting of gar ment-h angers or garment-
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hanger-supporting mechanism is necessary to
provide access to any other article. '
61 designates a strap or tape at the lower
end of the hanging-compartment by means of
which the bottom portion of the garments
can be tied into position, it desired. Two or

more ot these straps may be used, if desired.

While I have illustrated one construction
embodying my invention, I do not wish to
be limited to that shown, as various changes
may be made in the form and arrangement
of the parts without in any way departing
from the invention as expressed in the ap-
pended claims.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— _

1. A wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, a clothes-retainer to hold the
clothes in said compartment, and sliding sup-
ports on which said retainer is pivoted to
swing about a vertical axis when the trunk is
stancing on end. | o

2. A wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-

compartment, sliding supports movable to-
ward and from the open front of said com-
partment, and a clothes-retainer carried by
sald supports and adapted to extend from one
side to the other of said compartment.

3. A wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-

compartment, sliding supports at one side of

the compartment, a clothes-retainer hinged to
sald supports to swing about a vertical axis
and adapted to close the open front of said
compartment. |

4. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, a clothes-retainer to hold the
clothes in said compartment, sliding supports
to which said retainer is pivoted to swing
about a vertical axis, and means to lock the
retainer in place.

5. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, sliding supports movable to-

ward and from the open front of said com-

partment, a clothes-retainer carried by said
supports and constructed to extend from one
side to the other of said compartments, and
means to lock the retainer in place.

6. In a_wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, slides mounted in guideways

at one side of the compartment, a clothes-
slides and

retaining. tframe hinged to said
carrying a pawl and a fixed ratchet with which
sald pawl cooperates to lock the frame in
place. | |

7. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, slicles at one side of said com-

-partment to move toward and from the front

thereof, a ratchet at the other side of said
compartment, a clothes-retaining frame hine-
ed to the slides, and a pawl carried by said
frame and codperating with the ratchet to
lock the frame in place.

3. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, sliding supports movable to-

ward and from the front of said compart-
| ment, a clothes-retainer hinged to said sup-

ports, and means to lock both edges of said

retainer in place.

9. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, sliding supports at one side of
said compartment, a clothes-retainer hinged
to said supports and adapted to close the open
front of the compartment, a pawl-and-ratchet
cdevice to lock the retainer in place, and means
whereby the swinging of the retainer into
closed position locks the slides against move-
ment. -

10. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, slides mounted in guideways at
one side of the compartment, a clothes-retain-
ing frame hinged to the slides, a ratchet at the
other side of the compartment, a pawl carried
by the frame and codperating with said ratchet,
and means whereby the swinging of the re-
tamning-frame into closed position locks the
slides against movement.

11. A wardrobe-trunk comprising two parts

hinged together, one of said parts constituting
a cupboard-compartment and the other a hang-
ing-compartment, a swinging clothes-retain-
ing frame constructed to extend across the
hanging-compartment and to hold the clothes
therein, and garment-supportinge means car-
ried by said frame.

12. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, slides mounted in guideways at
one side of said compartment, a clothes-retain-
ing frame hinged to said slides, and means to
lock said frame in its closed position, said

frame having garment-supporting means car-

ried thereby.

13. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging-
compartment, slides mounted in guideways at
one side of said compartment, a clothes-retain-
ing frame hinged to said slides, and means to
lock said frame in its closed position, said
frame having garment - supportine arms
hinged thereto.

14. In a wardrobe - trunk comprising two
parts, one of which constitutesa hanging-com-
partment and the other a cupboard-compart-
ment, a strut or brace rigidly secured to that
part constituting the hanging - compartment
and projecting outwardly therefrom, said

brace being adapted to enter the cupboard-

compartment when the trunk is closed and
engage the side of the trunk, and a earment-
hanger -supporting rod associated with said
brace. o '
15. In a wardrobe-trunk a hanging-com-
partmentand a cupboard-compartment, a non-

extensible garment-supporting rod carried by

the hanging-compartment and situated par-
tially therein, the projecting portion of said
rod extending into the cupboard-compartment

- when the trunk is closed, and when the trunk

1s open forming a distribution-space in which

all of the garment-hangers on the rod may be
| drawn to render them accessible.
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16. In a wardrobe-trunk having a hanging- | compartment, a clothes-retainer constructed
compartment, a garment-supporting rod situ- | to extend from one side to the other of said
ated partially within and partially without, | compartment, and sliding supports to which
the projecting portion of said rod being of a | said retainer is pivoted. 1

s sufficient length to support all the garment- In testimony whereof I have signed my name
hangers carr ied by the other part, and a lock- | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
ng Thar or ouard associated with said other | seribing witnesses.

part and serving to prevent the garment- _ - FREDERIC H. PARKHURNT.
hangers thereon from bhecoming disengaged Witnesses:
1o therefrom. Jony C. EDWARDS,

17. A wardrobe-trunk having a hanging- Louts C. SMITH.
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