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To all wkom» 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, CmarLes K. PROBDS
e1t1¢:en of the United States, residing at Elmlra,

1n the county of Ohemuncr and: btate of New-
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Game Appemtus of whlch _
- | ing-strips I, which form the chutes or pock-
My invention relates to 1mprovements N |
- game apparatusin which a coin or disk 1s de- .
posited upon an inclined board studded with .
pins, whereby the coin or di'skis-deﬂeeted in -
“1ts downward course into one of several chutes.
- or pockets, opposite which are displayed des— ;
“ignating numbers or characters.
The obJect of my improvements is to pro- |.

the following is a specification.

vide an apparatus of this cheraeter in which

the coins or disks will be held in plain sight
from both front and rear of the machine When =
~deposited in the indicating chutes or pockets,

and, further, to provide a Slmple and effective

means for _interrupting the passage of the coin
or disk through the chutes into the receptacle
below, such means comprising a card or plate

upon which are displayed the indicating fig-

ures or characters, which plate may also be 5
readily changed to alter the figures or charac-

ters, as may e desirable from time to time.
I attain my object by means of the arrange-
ment and construction of the several parts of
the device as illustrated in the aeeompanymcr
drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

_proved game apparatus; Fig. 2, a horizontal

~ section of the same on the line Y Y in Fig. 3;
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Fig. 3, a vertical section on the line X X in
Flcr 2, and Fig. 4 a plen view of my obstruc-

~ ter- plate

40

Like letters refer to 11ke parts in the severa,l '-

Views.
A A represent two uprlo"hts whleh with the

‘base and top pileces B and C form the frame-

work of the apparatus. |

D is an inclined board provided with a plu-
rality of pins arranged in any desirable man-
ner, upon which board a coin or disk may be
deposited through the slot S at the top of the
machine. In front of this board is a glass
plate K, which rests upon the panel G, which

- forms the front of the receivin 1mf'--ee1):1];)341'13r11e11t |
50 of the epperetus

At the bottom of the board

| D 1s fitted a narrow pla,te_of olass F, the bot-

tom edge of which is spaced a short distance
above the inclined shelf H, which passesacross

at the back of the apparatus between the side - |
pleces A A. In the space between the glass 55

plates E and F are located a number of divid-

ets at the base of the pin-board D, into which

the coins or disks are deposited. These di-

vision-strips T extend below the shelf H, and
the spaces between them back of the panel O
are preferably filled with inclined blocks J,
by which the coins or disks in passing through
| are guided intothe compartments of the recep-

tacle K. The receptacle K is removed from

the apparatus through a door L at the back,

provided with a Jock. - (Not shown.)
- Resting upon the inclined shelf H i1sa plate

| or card M, which I preferably make of cellu-
Joid, said card being slotted at 2 to corre-

S]eond with the c11V1s10n-str1ps I, so as to pro-

ject into the chutes formed by said strips and
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obstruct the passage of coins: or disks there-

through. - On this card, opposite each chute,

1S, d1spleyed a numeral or ether ficure or char-
acter, these numerals or figures bemO‘ clearly
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| dlscermble from the -front of the apparatus

through the glass plates' E and F and being

also expesed to view from the back of the ap- -
Spring-actuated pins N project up-
ward through slots .4 in the shelf H and are

paratus.

engaged by corresponding holes in the plate
or card M.

tom of the shelf H, guides O being provided

to hold the spring-arms of said pins in posi-

tion against the bottom of the shelf. Placed
upon the rear of the card or plate M and also

‘engaging pins N is a slide P, provided at the

rear with means for grasping it with the hand.
This slide is held in place by means of remov-
able wedge-blocks Q @, inserted in corre-

sponding o sockets @, provided there_’ror in the

uprights A. .
In operation a coin or disk deposfued in the
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These pins are formed from
spring-wire bent in the shape indicated by
‘broken lines in Fig. 2 and attached to the bot-

Qo
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slot S will descend in a zigzag path down the

pin-board D and drop into one of the chutes
formed by the partition-strips I. The coin
or disk ig held In View bv means of the ob-
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from time to time.
wedge-blocks Q are removed, thereby permit-

structer-plate M and can be clearly seen both
from the front and rear through the glass
plates K2 and F. After determining the nu-
meral or character opposite the chute into
which the coin or disk is dropped the plate
M 1s drawn back by means of slide P, thereby
depositing the coin or disk in the receptacle
K. Upon releasing the slide the Spring-ping
H return the slide and the plate M to normal
position, thereby again obstructing the pas-
sage-way through the chutes.

~ The plate M may be provided with a differ-
ent series of numerals or other characters on
the reverse side in order that, if desirable,
the character of the apparatus may be changed
To effect this change, the

ting the slide P and plate M tobe lifted from
the pins N and removed from the apparatus.
The plate M may then be reversed and the
parts returned to their proper positions. A
number of these plates M may be furnished
with each apparatus or may be provided from
time to time, as desired, so that the character
of the apparatus may be varied in any way
desired, the change being readily effected in
the manner deseribed.

While I have described wedge-blocks for

j'holdi].'l‘;%r the slide P in place, I do not confine
myself to this means for holding and ouiding

sald slide; neither do I restrict myself to the
use of the spring-actuated pins N, as de-
scribed, for effecting the return of the ob-
structer-plate M after it has been withdrawn
to deposit the coin or disk in the receptacle.

A game apparatus, as above described, can
be used for playing different games of chance
of the bagatelle order. It has a special util-

1ty in the fact that the diverting-board is held

In position by an upright frame, so that the
pockets for the disks can be viewed from
front and rear through the glass plates E and
K. By the use of the changeable plates M.
which bear the designating characters or nu-
merals, a variety of games may be played
with the one apparatus, and by utilizing the
obstructer-plate for displaying the characters
or numerals I am enabled to place said char-
acters 1n close’ proximity to the pockets,
thereby leaving the view-plates E and F un-
obstructed, so thata clear view of the pockets
can be obtained from front and rear of the
apparatus, and the characters and numerals
are also placed in such position that they can
be read from both front and rear.

Having thus described my machine, what I
claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A game apparatus comprising a disk-di-
verting pin-board, a plurality of chutes or
pockets below said board, a compartment be-
neath said chutes to receive disks passing
therethrough, an obstructer-plate provided

768,3C0

with projections adapted to close the passaoe-
ways through said chutes, said plate heine
marked with a designatine numeral or char-
acter opposite each chute, glass plates at front
and rear of said chutes throueh which the
disks and designating numerals or characters
may be viewed, a shelf at the rear of said
chutes upon which said plate rests, means for
retracting sald plate upon said shelf to open
said passage-ways, a spring to hold said plate
normally in closed position, and means for re-
moving said plate for the purpose set forth.

2. A game apparatus comprising a disk-di-
verting pin-board, a plurality of chutes or
pockets below said board, a compartment he-
neath sald chutes to receive disks passine
therethrough, ashelf at the rear of said chutes.
spring - actuated pins projecting upward
through transverse slots in said shelf, an oh-
structer - plate provided with projections
adapted to close the passage-ways through
sald chutes, said plate resting upon said shelf
in engagement with said pins. and means for
retracting said plate to open said passace-
ways, the pins holding said plate normally in
closed position.

3. A game apparatus comprisine a disk-di-
verting pin-board, a plurality of chutes or
pockets below said board, a compartment he-
neath said chutes to receive disks passine
therethrough, ashelf at the rear of said chutes,
spring - actuated pins projecting upwar
through transverse slots in said shelf, an oh-
structer - plate provided with projections
adapted to close the passage-ways through
sald chutes, said plate resting upon said shelf
In engagement with said pins, a removable
slide resting upon said plate and engaginge
sald pins, and means for grasping said slide
to retract the plate.

4. A game apparatus comprising a disk-di-
verting board, a plurality of chutes or pock-
ets below said board, a compartment bheneath
sald chutes to receive disks passing there-
through, an obstructer-plate provided with
projections adapted to close the passage-ways
through said chutes, said plate being marked
on both sides with designating numerals or
characters opposite each chute, glass plates at
tront and rear of said chutes through which
the disks and designating numerals and char-
acters may be viewed, a shelf at the rear of
sald chutes upon which said plate rests, means
for retracting said plate to open said passaeoe-
ways, and means for reversing said plate to
change the designating numerals or charac-
ters.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sio-
nature in presence of two withessecs.
| CHARLES K. PROBES.

Witnesses: | |

M. K. VERBECK,
A. S. Drven.
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