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- To all whom it may CONCErN.:
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Be it known thatI, ParriedJ. HEALY a cl1ti-

zen of the United States., residing at East St.

Liouis, St. Clair county, Illinois, have invented

eertem new and useful Improvements in Fold-
ing Boxes or Crates, of Wthh the following is

a spemﬁcemon

My mventlon rela,tee to that cless of- boxes
‘or crates in which the sides are flexibly con-
nected by means of stm,ps so as to be eom-

pactly folded when not in use. -

The object of the invention is to provide a
folding box or crate with flexible straps to
which all four sides are connected at or near
their ends, said straps having integral folded
loops at one end, through Whleh their other
ends are edepted to be peseed and then bent
over to secure the box 1n its extended Or oper-
ative position. Furthermore, the inner faces

of the end portion of the sides are provided
with cleats to hold the separate and independ-

ent ends in place.

- by the construction shown in the accompany-

- for use.
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Ing dreW1n0‘s., in which—

Flcrure 1 is a plan from the exterlor of con- |

nected sides of the box or crate ready for fold-
ing. Fig. 2 is alike view of the interior. Fig.
3 1s a perspective of the box or crate reedv
Fig. 4 shows the end pieces. Fig.

5 1s a detail view showing the formation of

the strap-loop. Fig. 61 isa horlzontel section
through Fig. 3. :

The box or crate is formed of the four 51des
1 2 3 4, flexibly connected on their outer sides
at or near their ends by the metallic straps. T
3, which are secured thereto by nails, rivets,

prongs, or screws, as shown at 9, the straps at
one end projecting beyond . the suile 4 and, at

their other ends provided with integral loops
10. These loops are formed by ﬁret bending
the strap over, as at 10, and then folding the

~ portion beyond the bend around the strep Sev-

eral times to form the loop. When t_he box is
set up, the free ends of the straps are passed
through the loops 10 end then bent back, as
shown i in Kig. 3.

In oraer to secure the ends 5 6 in place, I
provide the inner faces of all the sides at their

ends with cleats 12, those at each end being in |
longitudinal a,lmement but spaced apart to

allow the sides to be properly set up, and the

‘sides 1 and 3 are further provided with inner
undercut cleats 11 11, parallel with the cleats
12, so as to form dovetail grooves, in which

the ends 5 6 are held against movement, the

ends being provided at two edges with dove-

talls 5* 6* to interlock with the undercut or
1 dovetaill grooves between cleats 11 and 12.
To set up the box or crate, it is simply nec-
_essary to raise the sides 1 and 8 perpendicu-
lar to side 2 and then slip the dovetail edges

of ends 5 6 down into the dovetail grooves
formed by the cleats 11 12, (see Fig. i .} when
the interlocking of these doveteﬂs will hold
the box or crate in position to have its top 1
folded over and secured by passing the strap
ends through loops 10 and bendmcr them back
upon themselves

The box or crate may be used without the
ends when lard and paint in cans is to be

shipped, as the cleats will prevent the cans
trom slipping out.
This object I accomplish |-

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desﬂre to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Afoldmﬁ' box or emte compmsmfr Q Se-
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ries of sidesor membere, parallel flexible straps

connecting said sides or members; one end of
each strap being bent trensversely and folded

around to form box-loops of a width to allow
‘the other ends of the stmps to be passed

through.

. A folding box or crate compmsmo four
sides or members pairs of parallel cleats se-

“cured to the inner faces of two of said sides

at or near both ends thereof and undercut to

form dovetail grooves, end pieces having dove-

30

tall edges to ht sald dovetell orooves and flexi-

ble straps secured to the Smd sides and formed

‘at one end with box-loops of a width toallow

their other ends to be passed through. . |
3. In a folding box or crate a ﬂemble strap

for connecting the members, provided at one

end with a box-loop formed of a series of
transverse folds and of a width to allow the
other end to pass through.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two Wltnessee |

PHILIP J HEALY
Wltnesses |

Gro. D. PFEIFFENBERGDR
SAMUEL W. BAXTER.
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