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To all whom it mai concern.: -
Be it known that I, Joux B. SWEETLAND, 4,
citizen ot the United States, residing at North

Reading, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new

~and useful Improvements in-Hitching Devices:
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‘the manner of use.

and I do hereby declare the following to be
a Tull, clear, and exact description of the in-

‘vention, such as will enable others skilled in

the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same. . | o

Thepresentinvention relates toan improved

hitching device.

The object of the invention is to produce an

improved hitching device for securing ropes,
straps, &c.; and to this end the invention con-
sists in the device hereinafter described, and
defined in the claims. S '
A hitching device embodying the invention
In its preferred form is illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, in which— -
Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the same, and Fig. 2 isa

The illustrated embodiment is adapted for
use 1n connection with a rope, particularly as
a halter-hitch. Tt comprises a. body portion
1, carrying a fixed jaw 2 and provided with a
ring 3, by which it is attached to the end of
the halter. The body 1'and the fixed jaw 2 are

- slotted, and a movablejaw 4 is pivoted at 5 in
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~able jaw
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the space so provided. The two. Jaws are
shaped to conform to a rope to be held there-
between, and the fixed jaw is provided with
points 6 to aid in securing the rope. Means

are provided for maintaininge the movable jaw

in closed position, comprising a latch 7, piv-
oted at8, and anarm 9, integral with the mov-
and having a shoulder engaged by

thelatch. A spring10bears atone end against

“the tail 11 of the latch, tending to kkeep 1t in
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engagement with the arm 9, and the other end

of the spring bears against the arm and tends
to open the movable jaw when the arm is re-

leased from the latch. The latch has an ex-

tension 12, which may be pressed to release
the movable jaw.
The form of the jawsmay be varied to adapt
the device for use with straps, chains, or other
lines. e
The latch secures the movable jaw posi-

plan view showing

tively, so that it will not vield, however great

the pull on the rope, while the Spring causes

the jaw when released to remain open in con-

venlent position for the insertion of a rope.
The use of a single spring inthe manner de-

scribed simplifies the constiuction, and it
should be noted that when the jaw is open the

spring 1s substantially relieved from strain.
T'he rope with which the device is used is
preferably of such size as to be compressed be-
tweenthe jaws, and in such.case the points on
the jaw, although preferably used, may be
omitted. The slotted jaw has a more secure
grip than a solid jaw, particularly upon a rope,
and since the jaws are secured positively in
closed position the security of the device does
not depend upon the deflection of the rope, as
in previous devices, in which the jaws are held
closed merely by a spring and by the action
of the rope or strap. R
Having thus described my invention, what
1S claimed is— |

L. A hitching device, baving, in combina-
tion, a body, a jaw fi

xed thereto, a jaw piv-
oted to the body and arranged to open out-

~wardly from the fixed jaw, the jaws having co-

operating curved gripping-surfaces for engag-
Ing arope transversely and gripping the same,
a spring tending normally to open the Jaws,
and a spring-controlled- latch carried by the
body for retaining the pivoted jaw in closed
position, substantially as.described.

2. A hitching device, having, in combina-
tlon, a body, a hooked jaw fixed thereto, a jaw
pivoted at the body and arranged to open out-
wardly from the fixed jaw, the jaws having co-
operating curved surfacesfor gripping a rope,
an arm fixed to the pivoted jaw by which it

‘may be closed, a spring-controlled latch en-
‘gaging the arm to hold the said jaw in closed
position, and a spring tending normally to

open the jaws, the surface of the fixed jaw be-

ing slotted and the pivoted jaw being narrow

- " -

and arranged opposite the slot in the fixed jaw,
substantially as described. - |
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In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein

presence of two witnesses. .

JOHN B. SWEETLAND.

Y

Witnesses:
H. Foisy, |
Farvum F. Dorsgy.
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