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To all whom it may concern:

_ _ . ¢, adapted to engage keyhole-slots 4’ in the
Be it known that I, Frank Rupovrn, a citi- | aforesaid yoke and by which said bit is
zen ot the United States, residing at Lincoln, | hingedly connected to said yoke. To the lower
s 1n the county of Logan and State of Illinois. | end of the end plates ¢ of the bit is attached a
5 have invented a Checking Device for Horses, | chin-strap D, asis usual. and at the same point 53
of which the following is a specification. 1t is also purposed to connect the reins, as e. '
This invention relates to an improvement | - By. providing two sets of keyhole-slots in
in harness, and more especially to the class of | the yoke the bit is adjustable thereon. This
checking devices. = = | S device therefore not only connects the lever
ro  Lhe objects of the invention are to provide | A to the horse’s mouth, but also provides an 60
~_ a checking device which is peculiarly adapted | effective bit for driving the horse, and when
tor application to driving and racing horses | applied the side pieces of the bridle are at-
for the purpose of holding the horse’s nose | tached directly to the eyes b of the yoke, as
upward and forward to give a proper carriage | shown in Fig. 1. =~ o | -
15 o the head, as well as prevent in a positive | The check bar or lever at a suitable distance 65
manner such tricks as side pulling and toss- | from its forward end is fulerumed between
ing of the head, bit-fichting, and choking in | the ears 7 7 of a bridge F, which latter is at-
an attempt to catch the bit between the back | tached to the horse’s head by means of a strap
- teeth. | - | S'. The bridege is composed of metal side
20 With the above objects in view the inven- pieces /7 /%, which are integral with the ears 70
tion consists of a check-bar which is disposed | # and are covered with leather and may be
longitudinally above the horse’s head and ex- | padded on the under side, as at 7% so as not
tends from thenose rearward between the ears.| to chate. The bolt, as ¢, by which the check
and a suitable distance in the rear of the lat- | bar or lever A is fulcrumed may be passed -
25 ter, providing practically a lever which is ‘through any one of aseries.of holes ¢ in said 75
fulerumed at an intermediate point and is con- bar to locate the fulcrum-point at any de-
nected at its forward end to the mouth of the | sired distance from the nose of the horse, as -
horse and at its rear end to a strap attached | well as permit the bridge to be attached to
- to the saddle, the several connections: being | the horse’s head at the most convenient part.
30 adjustable to accommodate the device to horses | A strap H is secured to the upper part of the 8o
ot different sizes, all as will be hereinafter bridge F and extends rearwardly therefrom,
fully described in the following specification | being attached, as shown in the drawings, to
and more specifically set forth in the appended | the brow-band of the bridle and to the saddle.
claims. o o The check bar or lever A. extends in a line _
35 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view 1llus- | with the horse’s head and slightly upward, 8;
trating the application of the invention. Fig. | and to its rear end is connected a strap I,
2 1s an enlarged detall view of the checking | which latter at its other end earries a loop <,
device. Fig. 8is a detail view of the bridge, | by which it is connected to the hook J of the
by means of which the ¢heclk-bar is fulerumed “harness-saddle. The connection between the
40 on the horse’s head. Tig. 4 is a detail view strap I and loop 7 is by means of a ring ¢, 9o
of the bit-carrier, which is attached to the | and the said strap 1s looped through the ring
front end of the check-bar. ' - . | and provided with a buckle, so that the length
Like letters of reference indicate like parts | of the strap may be conveniently adjusted,
. 1n the several views of the drawings. - | and thereby determine the position of the
45 In carrying out my invention I employ in | horse’s head. | 95
the first instance a check bar or lever A and ‘When the divice is applied as shown in
to the forward end of the same attach a metal Fig. 1 and the strap I properly adjusted, the
yoke B, having terminal eyes . To this yoke | horse will be compelled to hold his head up
18 removably connected a bit C, the end plates | with his nose straight out, giving a carriage

50 ¢ of which are provided with key-shaped lugs | to the head that will fully open the throat and 100
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insure proper breathing.
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The device will
permit of a limited movement of the horse’s
head, but will prevent excessive side pulling
and tossing of the head.

In some instances the bit may be dlspensed
with, especially when the device is used in
con'lectmn with the ordinary bridle, and in
such case the yoke at the forward end of the
check bar or lever would be provided with a
nose-strap in addition to the chin-strap, asin-
dicated by dotted lines in Kig. 4 ot the draw-
1ngs.

Obmously other changes in the construc-
tion and arrangement may be made without
sacrificing any of the advantages of my inven-
tion and within the spirit and scope of my
clarms.

Having thusdescribed my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. Ina checking device for horses, the com-
bination, of a brldo*e attached to the horse’s
head, a b‘LI' mtermedmtelv fulecrumed on said
'Jr1dge, a, voke attached to the forward end
of the bar, and means carried by the yoke for
attachment to the horse’s mouth; together
with a strap attached to the rear end of the
bar, substantially as shown and for the pur-
pose set torth.

9. In a checking device for horses, the com-
bination, of a bridge attached to the horse’s
head, a bar intermediately fulerumed on said
bridee, a yoke and bit attached to the for-

ward end of the bar, and a strap attached to

the rear end of the bar.

3. In a checking device for horses, the com-
bination, of a bridge attached to the horse’s
head and providing a pair of ears above the

‘horse’s head, a check bar or lever fulerumed

between sald ears, a yoke secured to the for-
ward end of the bar, and means carried by
the yoke for attachment to the horse’s mouth;
together with a strap or connection between
the rear end of the bar and the harness-sad-
dle, substantially as shown and described.
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4. In a checking device for horses, the com-
bination, of a bridge attached to the horse’s
head fmd providing a pair of ecars above the
horse’s head, a check bar or lever having a
series of holes by which 1t 1s adjustably con-
nected to said ears, a voke secured to the for-
ward end of the bar. and a loop secured to
the rear end therecotf; together with an at-
taching device carried by the yoke, and a
strap attached to the bridege and to the brow-
band of the bridle, from which 1t extends to
and 1s attached to the harness-saddle.

5. In a checking device for horses, the com-
bination, ot a bar or lever, a yoke sccured to
the front end thereof, a bit the side plates of
which are hingedly connected at their upper
ends to said yoke and at their lower ends pro-
vided with eyes to which latter the reins are
attached, abridee attached to the horse’s head
and to which the lever 1s fulerumed m the
rear of the yoke, and a strap connected to the
rear end of the lever and to the harness-
saddle.

6. Inacheckingdevice for harness,the com-
bination with the bridle, of a bar or lever A,
a voke I3 secured to the forward end thercof
and having keyhole-slots 4" and eyes 4, the lat-
ter at the lower end thereof, a bit C the side
plates of which are provided at their upper
ends with key-shaped lugs adapted to engage
the keyhole-slots 1n the yolke, a bridge at-
tached to the horse’s head and provided above
the latter with ears between which the lever
1s fulerumed, a strap connected to the rear
end of the lever and to the harness-saddle, and
a strap extending from the bridge to the brow-
band of the bridie and to the harness- -saddle,
substantially as herein shown and deser 11.}(‘:{.].

Intestimony whereof 1 have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.
FRANK RUDOLDPH.
- Witnesses:
JAas. K. JuwnrrT,
A. D. CADWALLADER.
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