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To all whom ¢ may concern:

Beitknownthatl, (IEORGTJ McGEer,of \fhdl—
son, 1n the county ot Je
Indmm have invented certain new and usetul
Improvements in Pocket - Plugs for Pool-
Tables, of which the following is a specifica-
t1on. -

My invention Iehtes to 1mprovements 1n
pocket-plugs for pool-tables for converting
the latter into billiard-tables, principally for
use in private houses. Prior devices of this
character have often proved objectionable by
reason of their limited range of application,
this being due to the fact that as usually con-
structed each plug 1s fitted to a certain pocket
and only capable of application to that par-
ticular one, the pockets frequently varying in
s1ze, lethouo h only slightly. Furthermore,
it has been tound that when applied to the
pockets and 1t is desired to restore the table
to its original form as a pool-table it has been
extr emely difficult to remove the plugs from
the various pockets.

1t 1s theretore the object of thé present in-
vention to provide a pocket-plug which is so
constructed as to be universally applicable,
whereby the same 1sadapted for use in pockets
1n any of the standard pool-tables, thereby
rendering 1t unnecessary to construct each
plug with especial reference to a particular
pocket and also to so construct the plug as
to permit the same being readily removed
trom any pocket to which 1t is applied when
1t 1s desired to reconvert the table to its origi-
nal form as a pool-table. - N

A further object of the presentinvention is
the provision of a pocket-plug in which isem-
bodied simple and efficient means for main-
taining the same in proper position when ap-
plied to a pocket and which means are so con-
structecd as to cause the plug to become im-
mediately engaged with the walls of the pocket
when the plug is inserted therein.

With these general objects in view and
others which will appear as the nature of the
improvements is better understood the inven-
tion consists substantially in the novel con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts, as will be hereinafter fully described,

ferson and State of |

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a corner of a pool-table having the
herein-described plug applied thereto. Fig.
2 1s a similar view, on an enlarged scale, of
the plug removed. Fig. 3 1s a top plan view
of the plug, the covering being removed there-
from. FKig.4 is a side elevation thereof. Fig.
5 is an end eclevation of the plug, the cover-
ing being also removed in this view to more
clear ly c;how the means for connectmﬂ the
membels of the plug.

Referring to the drawings, the numera,l 1
clesignates the body of the herein-described
plug entirely enveloped by a covering 1', of
cloth similar toand matching the cloth usually
employed for covering billiard and pool tables,
and said body is formed of a pair of angular
members 2, the rear ends of which are sub-
stantially semicircular in form, as at 3, to pro-
vicde a substantially semicircular head or end
portion for the plug.

It will be noted that the forward end of each
of the members 2 1s cut at an angle, as at 4,
in order that when the members are ‘Lssemblecl
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together said ends will be divergent, and

thereby form a right angle when the pluﬂ‘ 1S
inserted 1n a pocl{et, S Will presently appear
more fully. The forward end of each of the
members 2 1s also beveled, as at 5, whereby
sald ends are shaped to conform to the in-
clination of the cushion-rail of the table, and
mounted upon the upper edge of the forward
end of each of the members 2 is a cushion 6,
which may be of any approved construction
and secured in the usual manner. These cush-
1ons 6 are adapted to receive the
the balls and form prolongations of the cush-
1ons of the table which extend into the pock-
ets, and thereby preserve the continuity of
sald cushions, as is characteristic of a com-
plete billiard-table.

It 1s obvious that the members
suitably connected in order to form the com-
plete body portion of the plug, and to this

enc a spring 7 1s suitably secured to the rear
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encls of the members 2, as by screws &, if de-

sired, and said spring is preferably arranged
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to extend over the entire rounded portions of
the members 2. By reason of this connec-
tion it will be seen that the normal tendency
of the spring 7 1s to force the members 2 apart,
as 18 clearly shown in Fig. 3,
which action said members are caused to
tightly engage the contiguous end portions ot
the rails of the table and fightly maintain the
pluge 1in applied position when inserted 1n a
pociket.  In this connection 1t will also be ob-
served that the outer sides of the members 2
are slightly inclined or beveled, as at &', the
purpose ot this being to cause the plug to fit
more effectually 13]16 contiguous portions of
the rails of the table.

In order to limit the spreading of the men-
bers 2 uncler the influence of the spring 7, a
welt 9 15 connected to the beveled forward
ends of said members, and this welt also per-
tforms the function of a finger-loop, which
may be engaged when 1t is desired to remove
the plug from a pocket. It will be noted,
however, that this welt 1sapplied at such pomt
upon the members 2 as to prevent contact by
the balls, thereby leaving the cushions upon
the members entueb a,,xpoqod for such con-
tact.

The upper edges of the rear ends of the
members 2 are provided with grooves 10, and
sald grooves are designed to receive the usual
pocket-iron when the plug is inserted in a
pocket. I'his provides for a firm support of
the rear end of the plug; butin order that the
same may be reinforced and the plug effectu-
ally maintained in its applied position an en-
gaging hinger 11, preferably formed of metal,
18 attached to the forward beveled end of each
of the members 2, a screw 12 being prefer-
ably employed for this purpose, and said en-
gaging fingers project beyond the sides of the
members 2 and are adapted to engage or take
under the cushion-rails at the sides and ends
of the table. Thus 1t will be seen that the
plug 1s effectually held in a pocket when in-
serted therein, and at the same time the en-
fingers 11 are sufliclently removed
trom the cushions as to prevent contact by the
balls.

In applying the herein-described plug 1t 1s
only necessary to insert the same in a pocket,
when the members 2, under the influence of
the spring 7, will be expanded into engage-
ment with the contiguous portions of the rails
ot the table, and at the same time the grooves
10 will receive the pocket-iron and the en-
oaging fingers 11 will take under the cushion-
rails, soas to hold the plug within the pocket.
When 1t 1s desired to reconvert the table into
its original form as a pool-table, it 1s only

necessary to grasp the welt 9, and by apply-

Ing pressure thereto the members 2 will be
drawn toward each other, thus releasing the
same from engagement with the rails of the
table, and the plug may then be readily re-
moved.

The welt 9 1s of especial value for
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this purpose imnasmuch as the same enables the
plug to be removed from a pocket by ladies,
and at the same time said welt, as before
stated, limits the separation of the members 2.

While the form of the invention herein
shown and described 1s what 1s believed to be
a preferable embodiment thereof, it will of
course be understood that the same 1s sus-
ceptible of various changes in the form, pro-
portion, and minor details of construction,
and the right i1s therefore reserved to modify
or vary the invention as falls within the spirit
and scope thereof. The invention 1s equally
as well adapted for use with side pockets as
with corner-pockets, but slight change in the
construction of the membels 2 bunu NECes-
sary for this purpose.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new, and desired to be secured by
Lietters Patent, 15—

1. A plug of theclass described, comprising
a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, and means for connecting said
members together, sald members being nor-
mally expanded under the influence of said

connecting means.

2. A plugof the class described, comprising
a plurality of members arranged 1n proximity
to each other, means for connecting said mem-
bers together, said members being normally
expanded under the influence of said connect-
ing means, and means for limiting the expan-
sion of said members.

3. A plug of the classdescribed, comprising
a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, and a spring for connecting
sald members together, said members being
normally expanded under the mﬂuence ot smd
connecting means.

4. A plug of the class described, comprising
a plurality of members arranged 1n proximity
to each other, a spring for connecting said
members together, said members being nor-
mally expanded under the influence of said
connecting means, and means tor limiting the
expansion of said members.

5. A plug of the class described, comprising
a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, a spring for connecting said
members together, said members being nor-
mally expanded under theinfluence of said con-
necting means, and. a welt connected to said
members tor limiting the expansion thereof.

A plug of the class deseribed, comprising

a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, means for connecting said mem-
bers together, said members being normally
expanded under the influence of sald connect-
ine means, and means also carried by said
members and adapted to engage the contigu-
ous portions of the rails of a table when the
plug 1s applied thereto.

7. A plug of the class described, comprising

a plurality of members arranged in proximity
| to each other, means for connecting said mem-
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bers tooether saicl members being normally
xpended under the in uence of said connect-
Ing means, and engaging fingers also carried
by said members and achpted to engage the
contiguous portions of the rails of a table
when the plug 1s applied thereto. -

3. A plue of the class described, GOIIlpI‘lSlIlO‘

a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, means for connecting said mem-
bers toget
expanded under the influence of said connect-
Ing means, means for limiting the expansion
of said members, and means carried by said
members for engaging the contiguous portions

of the rails of a table when the pluo 1s applied
thereto.

9. A plug of the class described, comprising '

a plurality of members arranged in proximity
to each other, a spring connecting said mem-
bers together, said members being normally
expanced under the influence of said spring,
means for limiting the expansion of said mem-
bers, and means for engaging the contiguous
portions of the rails of a table when the plug
is applied thereto.

10. A plug of the class described, compris-

ing a plurality ot members arranged in prox-
1mity to each other, said members being pro-
vided with grooves for the reception of a
pocket-iron, means for connecting said mem-
bers together, and means for limiting the ex-

“pansion of said members.

11. A plug of the class deseribed, compris-

her, sald members being normally

ing a plurality of members arranged in prox-

1mity to each other, a cushion carried by each
of said members, and resilient means for con-
necting said members together.

12. A plug of the class described, compris-
ing a plurality of members arranged in prox-
1mity to each other, a cushion carried by each
of sald members, and means for connecting
said members together, said members being
normally exp&mded undel the influence of sald
connecting means.

13. A pluo of the class described. COmpris-
ing a plurality of members arr anged in pProx-
1mity to each other, a cushion carried by each
of said members, means for connecting said
members together, said members being nor-
mally expanded under the influence of said
connecting means, and Means tor limiting the
expansion of said members

14. A plug of the class described, compris-
ing a plurality of members arranged in prox-
imity to each other, cushions carried by said
members, means for connecting said mem-

expanded under the influence of said connect-
ing means, means for limiting the expansion
of said members, and means carried by said
members for engaging the rails of a table
when the plug 1s applied thereto.

GEORGE McGEE.
Wltnesses :
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bers together, said members being normally
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