No. 767,270, - ~ PATENTED ATG. 9, 1904.
LE ROY C. GILLESPIE. '
COMBINATION CLOTHES WASHER AND WRINGER

,APPLIOATIOH'FILED'PBB 24 1904

N0 MODEL,

_:Zd_-.l | . | ;t{—

kt%f s - o . | _Z{;é?yﬁg?ggiz {ijréfi%aZ}§éii;gzz%€2
ilnesses ; zgfom

72 pone ! , .
@A'Hepga‘ys




LO

15

20

3
L

40

No. 767,270.

UNITED STATES

Patented August 9, 1904.

PAaTENT OFFICE.

LE ROY CLAIBORN GILLESPIE, OF BROWNSVILLE, TENNESSEL.

COMBINATION CLOTHES WASHER AND WRINGER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 767,270, dated August 9, 1904.

Avplication filed February 24, 1904, Serial No. 195,097, (No model,)

To all whom 1t e conceri:
/54

Be 1t known that I, Le Roy CLaAIBorN GIL-
LESPIR, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Brownsville, in the county of Haywood
and State of Tennessee, have invented a new
and usetul Combination Clothes Washer and
Wringer, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to a combined clothes
washer and wringer, and has for its objects
to produceasimpleinexpensive device adapted
for performing both the washing and wring-
1ng operations and one in which in practice
the pressure of the rollers upon the fabric may
be readily varied to accord with the weight

or texture of the latter, and this without the

employment of pressure-regulating springs.
Lo these ends the invention comprises the
novel features of construction and combina-
tion of parts more fully hereinafter described.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure lisa
front elevation of my improved device, show-
ing the same applied to a tub. Fig. 2 is an
end elevation of the same. TFig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the device removed from the
tub. - -
Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
supporting-frame comprising a pair of verti-
cal end members or standards 2, arranged in
parallel spaced relation and connected by a
bar or member 3, attached in any suitable
manner to the standards 2 upon the rear edges
and acljacent to the lower ends of the latter,
which are provided each with a primary bear-

1ng-seat 4 and a secondary bearing-seat 5, said

bearings being preferably in the form of ver-
tical slots open at their upper ends and dis-
posed 1n different vertical planes—that is, the
primary bearing 4 is at a lower elevation than
the bearing 5—for a purpose which will here-
1nafter appear.

The bearing-openings 4 5 of one member
are 1n alinement with the corresponding open-
ings 1n the other member, thereby disposing
them in pairs, either pair of which is adapted
to receive the pintles or journals of a pair of
operating-rollers 6 T, adapted in practice to
seat vertically one above the other and to re-
celve between them the fabric undertreatment,

cleansed the rollers are removed from

the roller 7 being provided with an operating-
crank 8, whereby motion is imparted to the
rollers for feeding or drawing the fabric there-
between. These rollers, which may be of any
suitable construction, preferably consist of a
wooden or other core 9 and a yieldable sur-
tace covering 10, formed of alternate layers
of rubber and canvas.

Attention 1s here directed to the fact that
in practice the supportine-frame is seated in
the tub and that during the washing opera-
tion the rollers 6 7, which are freely remov-
able therefrom, are arranged within the pri-

mary bearing-slots 4, within which they have

relative vertical play, and that when so ar-
ranged the rollers will be submerged in the
water and suds contained in the tub or other
vessel. After the washing operation has
been completed and the clothes thoroughly
the
bearings 4 and seated in the secondary bear-
ings 5 and are thereby sustained above and
out of contact with the water and suds in
position to perform the wringing operation,
tor which purpose the fabrie is passed between
them. It is to be .noted in this connection
that when the rollers are disposed for washing
the roller 7 may be arranged either above or
below the roller 6 to thereby feed the fabric
forward or backward, as the operator may
elect, whereas during the wringing operation
the roller 7 is preterably situated beneath the
roller 6 to insure a rearward feeding of the
material. Furthermore, the roller 7 may be
readily turned or reversed endwise, thereby
adapting the device for manipulation by either
a right-handed or left-handed operator.

¥or applying pressure to the rollers during
the washing or wringing operations I pro-
vice a pressure device or frame 11, compris-
Ing a palr of spaced arms or levers 12, con-
nected at their forward ends by a bar or mem-
ber 13 and connected with the frame 1 by
means of a pair of chains or other flexible
elements 14, engaged, respectively, at one end
with the rear end of the levers and at their
other ends with the frame-bar 3, said levers
12 being provided between their ends with
sockets or seats 15, adapted in practice to re-
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ceive the journals or pintles of the uppermost
roller, while the chains or elements 14 are ad-
justable in length to adapt the pressure ce-
vice for such engagement when the rollers
are mounted in either set of the bearing-slots
4 or 5. From this arrangement 1t 1s appar-
ent that by erasping and pressing downward
upon the bar 13 when the device 1s 1n opera-
tive engagement with the uppermost roller
snitable pressure may be applied to the fabric
passing between the rollers and that this pres-
sure may be readily varied to accord with the

‘weight or the texture of the tabric.

For maintaining the device 11 yieldably in

pressure-applying position I provide a spring

16, one end of which is suitably connected
with the bottom of the tub, while its other
end is engaged with the bar 13, the function
of this spring being to obviate necessity ot
the operator constantly holding the device to
maintain 1t in position.

Duringe the wringing operation, as above
described, the clothes in passing from be-
tween the rollers are received by an apron 17,
provided at the normally inner or upper ends
of its side bars with suitable eyes designed
for detachable engagement with hooks or
analogous attaching devices 18, carried by the
end members 2, the apron or table being
adapted in practice to rest upon the edge of
the tub.

For maintaining the supporting-frame 1 in
its operative position I provide a pair of brac-
ing members or bars 19, having, respectively,
suitable eyes for engagement with the hooks

18 and notched or recessed, as at 20, between
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their ends for engagement with the upper edge
of the tub or vessel.

From the foregoing it will be seen that 1
produce a simple inexpensive device which 1s
admirably adapted for the attainment of the
ends in view and one in which the employ-
ment of springs for applying pressure to the
rollers is wholly dispensed with. In attain-
ing these ends I do not wish to be limited to
the details herein set forth, inasmuch as minor
changes therein may be made without depart-
ing from the spirit of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed 1s— | |

In a device of the class described, a sup-

porting-frame having two pairs of oppositely-

disposed bearing-slots, a pair of cotperating
rollers arranged one above the other and hav-
ing journals, the slots of one pair being ar-
ranged at a higher elevation than those of the
other and either pair of slots being designed
to receive at once the journals of both rollers

1in the above-named operative order of ar-

rangement of the latter, a pressure device 1n-
cluding a pair of spaced members adapted
for engagement with the journals of the up-
permost roller, and means for adjustably con-
necting the pressure device with the support-
ing-frame. | '
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature 1n
the presence of two witnesses.
LE ROY CLAIBORN GILLESPILL

Witnesses:
(. B. WiLLIaMms,
S. F. THoMAS.
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