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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, GEoragE L. BANKS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Santa Ana.
in the county of Orange and State of Califor-
nia, have invented a new and useful Step-Lad-
der, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
step-lacdders, more particularly to those em-
ployed in orchards and in similar localities
where the ground is uneven, and has for its
object to simplify’and improve devices of this
character and to produce a ladder which may
be cheaply constructed, be strong and dura-
ble, and which may be readily transported and
tolded into small compass when not in use.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction, as hereinafter shown
and described, and specified in the claim.

In the drawings illustrative of the inven-
tion, in which corresponding partsare denoted
by like designating characters, Figure 1 is a
perspective view from the rear of a step-lad-
der with the improvementsapplied. Fig. 2isa
front elevation, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view
on the lines 3 3 of Fig. 2, of the upper part of
the ladder and its attachments.
Theladder properis constructed with spaced
sidle members 1011, connected by spaced trans-
verse steps 12 and terminating at the upper
end in a platform 13, the side members in-
clined outwardly toward their lower ends, as
shown. - |
- Transversely disposed through the side
members 10 11, just beneath the platform 13,
1s a rod 14, and movably mounted upon this
rod are spaced brackets 15 16, the brackets
being placed to rest against the inner faces of
the side members, as shown, to limit their out-
ward movement. The free ends of the brack-
ets extend inwardly and are connected, as by
rivets or bolts 17, to the opposite sides of a
leg member 18, as shown, the leg member thus
extending rearwardly of and forming a sup-
port tor the ladder, as shown, and free to
swing upon the rod 14 as a center. The lower

part of the leg 18 will be connected to one of
the steps 12 by a cord or wire 19 to limit its
rearward movement, while at the same time
permitting it to be folded against the rear .

‘edges of the steps 12 when not in use, as

shown in Fig. 8.

A spring will be arranged to maintain the
leg 18 yieldably in its outward or operative
position, and this spring is formed of a single
piece of wire bent into a loop at 20, engaging
the upper end of the leg 18 and coiled around
the rod 14, as at 21 22, and with the ends 28 24
1in engagement with the front edge of the plat-
form 13, as shown. By this simple means the
force of the spring will be exerted to maintain
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the leg in its extended or operative position,

as above noted.

The ladder can be constructed of any re-
quired size and of any required material, but
will preferably be of wood as light as possible.
except the brackets and spring, which will be
of metal, and the stop 19, which will be of
cord or flexible wire.

The device will be found especially useful

in orchards and similar localities, but may be
employed in any locality to which 1t is adapted.

Having thus tully described my invention,
what I claim is— _ '

A step-ladder comprising a step-section, a
prop therefor, hinged members rigidly con-
nected to the prop below the top thereof and
diverged upwardly between the sides of the
step-section, a rod carried by the sides of said
step-section and loosely piercing the upper
ends of the hinged members to form a pivotal
connection between the latter and the step-
sectlon, and a spring bent into substantially
U shape with its side members coiled around
the rod, the original bend of the wire being
bent transversely downward to form a seat
embracing the front side of the prop above
the point of connection between the prop and
the hinged members, and the ends of the spring
peing engaged with the next above step of the
step-section. | -

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. |

GEORGE L. BANKS.

Witnesses:
C. A. Rr,
J. H. STEWART.
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