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To all whaom (¢ may coneern:
Be it known that L. Hesey Joux Nour, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident

of Milwaukee. in the county of Milwaukee :

and State of Wisconsin, have invented certain | '
handle is a shackle I, and a strap J 1s pro-

now and useful Improvementsin Fire-luscapes;

and 1 do hereby deelare that the following is |

a full, clear, and exact deseription thereof.
The object of my invention 1s to provide

simple, economical, portable machines of the

kind commonly termed ‘fire-escapes,” de-

sicned for utilization in connection with a |

suitable euide as means for facilitating de-
scent from floors or stagings of a building,
the cuide being attached at its upper end toa
stationary device of sufficient strenath: and
said invention consists in certain peculiarities
of constructionand combination of parts here-
inafter particularly set forth, with reference
to the acrompanying drawings, and subsc-
quently claimed. | o
Figure 1 of thedrawings representsa partly-

sectional front elevation of a machine in ac-

cordance with my invention clutched. on a
cuide-wire: Fig. 2, a rear elevation of the
machine, a strap attachment of the same be-
ineg removed; and Figs. 3, 4, and 5, sectional
views of said machine, respectively indicated
by lines 3 3, 44, and 5 5 in Fig. 1.
Referring by letter to the drawings, A In-
dicates a horizontal bar, preferably In one

piece, with an arch B, having -an upper cen-

tral shank C, the whole constituting an open
handle. The shank of the handle is provided
with an upper lateral and vertically-grooved
lug D, that constitutes a jaw, and Crossing
the opening in said handle central of the same

is a split spring-sleeve E, that constitutes a

40

shicld secured in place by any suitable means,
it beinge herein shown provided with ears riv-

~eted to the bar and yoke aforesaid.

‘Pivotally connected to the handle at the
junction of the arch and shank portions of the
same is a bell-crank lever ¥, having one arm

thercof provided with a vertically - recessed

lateral lug 2, in which an ear ¢ of a jaw (x 1s

—r A p- by s
-

!

a connection with some other deviee.

one, D. aforesaid. A spring H is cornected
to the handle-shank C to bear upon the lever
F. and thereby prevent accidental separation
of the jaws. |

Hung in connection with the bar A of the

vided at one end with an eye , engaged by a
ring K in swivel-shank connection with the
shianckle. the other end of the strap being pro-
vided with a hook ¢ for engagement with said
ring. |
Projecting from one side of the handle are
hooks L. on which to-coil a flexible wire M
of suitable streneth, oneend of thiswire being
preferably attached to a hook N to faciitate
The
wire detached from the hooks Land fastened
at its upper end to some conveniens device
constitutes the guide for the machine above
specitied, saidawire beingcaught in the sleeve
E and between the jaws D G of said machine.
The operator langing from the handle of the
machine, in or out of embrace of the strap J,
presses on the lever K to regulate_speed of
descent, the pressure sorving to clamp the
jaws of said machine on its guides. '
Having thus described my invention; what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— | S |
1. In a fire-escape, the combination of a

' handle having an upper central shank exten-

sion provided with a vertically-grooved lat-
eral lug constituting a jaw, a bell-crank lever
in pivotal connection with the handle, a ver-
tically-recessed lateral lug on one arm of the
lever, and a jaw having an ear thereof piv-

oted in the recess of the lever-lug, the latter

jaw being engageable with the one aforesaid
to have frictional contact therewith against
an interposed suspended guide.

9. In a fire-escape, the combination of an
open handle having an upper central shank

‘extension provided with a vertically-grooved

lateral lug constituting a jaw, a bell-crank le-
ver in pivotal connection with the handle, a
vertically-recessed lateral lug on an arm of

nivoted, this jaw being engageable with the | the lever, a jaw having an ear thereof pivoted
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~in the recess of the lever-lug, the Iatter jaw ' the county of Milwaukee and State of W

w

being engageable with the one aforesaid to |
have frictional contact with an interposed |
gutde, and a guide-shizld crossing the open-
ing in said handle. | -

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoine 1
have hercunto set niy hand, at Mil wiatkee, 1n

consin, it the presence of two withesses.
o HENRY JOHN NOLL
- Witnesses: ' '

N K. Onirnas,
Huco FauL.
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