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~ or straddle the withers of the horse. _
fore the saddle and the rider are supported.
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TG all whom it ;}Lmj CONCETTL:

- Be it known that 1, Hexry M. MasSoN, a (,1131-
Zen ot the Umted Smtes 1e91(11110* at (TI'ELVGS“

fi ork have uwented new '111d usetul lmpl ove- |
ments in Racing-Saddles, of WhlGh Lhe follow-
ing 1s a SljeC]hCﬂltIOn

| Tlns invention relates to 1‘1.(31{1(3'*8&(1{111{35

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a licht yvet thoroughly strong article
of this character wherein the weight of the
rider or jockey is sustainec pr actically wholly |

by the withers of the horse.

It has been found by long experience in |
racing short distances that where the welght
of a saddle and a jockey is applied to the bac,lg
of a -horse it presses against the back to such
an extent as to considerably harass or impede

the horse. I avoid this ditheulty by support-
ing the saddle practically wholly by the with-
ers of the horse, where experience has indi-

cated the animal can best bear such weight ] in
racing short distances at rapid speeds. There-
fore I do not by my invention harass or im-
pede the horse, but am enabled to obtain the
highest degree of speed.

Tn the drawmwg accompanying and forming
~part of this Spemhcauon and showing the de-.
vice in one simple and convenient emb0d1-_
ment thereof, Figure 1 is" a side elevation of
- the saddle showmtr the manner of using the
sad-
' the

garmne. Flo 91s a iront elevation of &&IL
dle, and I‘]ﬂ* 3 1S a bottam pl‘m view of
same. |

Like characters refer to like parts m the

several views.

The improved saddle 5 is of appr 011111%61\»’?
, tree, -

U shape, 1t including in its make-up ¢
which may be made ot any suitable ma Jerml,

such as sheet metal, whereby strength and
The ftree of course.

lichtness are secured.
corresponds in shape to the saddle and 1s cov-

ered with leather, cloth, or any other desira-

ble material. The transverse portion ot the
saddle, as seen in Figs. 1 and 2, 1s arched or
of substantially inverted-V form to embrace

by the withers, so that the combined weight
of the two 1s chplmd to that part of the horse

inafter described, which relatively fixed

“and. sulmbl;r held to the saddle.

“There-

where it will have the lmst* effect upon his

movements. The legs or side branches of the
saddle do not bear with 1 any appreciable force
against the animal.

tree of the saddle depends from the sides of
the branches thereof to form the skirts 6, the
latter being pocketed to I‘BI’II()V&bl_V receive
leads or handicap-weigl
ted lines in Fig.
‘the skirts by straps, as 7.

1) and 1eld in Lhe pochets of

The S‘dele 5 has a lever-like motion, and to
secure such funection the rear ends of the

hranches thereot have means for ﬂeubly con-
necting the saddle to a relatively fixed part at

the rear of the stirrup-strap connections here-
part

may be a surcingle, as 8, suitably applie

ed to

The leather covering the .
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the horse at the 11:-;1141 pl \ce or any equivalent

member.

The means for attaching the branches of
the saddle 5 to the surcingle 8 is shown as a
slot-and-loop connection, said branches being
slotted, as shown in Fig. 1, to receive loops,

as 9, suitably connected with the surcingle 8.
The flexible connection indicated peumtg a
lever-

1lke motion of the sacldle upon the horse.
protect the animal as far as possible, I

To-
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loeate upon the inner side of the branches of

the arched portion of the saddle 5 inflatable

pads, as 10, which are covered with leather

flatable pads have the usual nipples 10’ for

8o
These in-

the application of an air-pump, whereby said
pads can be inflated, in which latter condition

they hold the apex of the arched portion out

of contact with the vertebre of the horse.

Stirrup-straps, as 11, are shown as adjust-

ably connected with .the branches of- the sad-

dle in front of the flexible connection 9, and
in the present case the adjustable connection

is secured by forming in the branches of the
saddle longitudinally-disposed slots 12, adapt-

“ed to removably receive the respective straps.
In Fig. 1.the several slots 12 are shown as

situated between the arched portion of the

saddle and the flexible connection 9, three of
‘sald slots bei '
The jockey of course cloes not sit upon the-
but is supported by the usual stirrups

ng illustrated in each branch.

saddle,

‘at the lower ends of the appropr 1ate straps,
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and no matter what the position of the jockey
may be his weight, as well as that of the sad-
dle, 1s applied to the withers of the horse.

Havmo thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— |

1. A racing - csaddle of ftpprommately
shape, the transverse portion thereof being
arched, and the branchesthereof having means
for the attachment thereto of stirrup-straps,
and also having means for flexibly connecting
the said branches to a relatively fixed part at
the rear of the stirrup-straps, to permit a le-
ver-like motion of the saddle, said transverse
portion being arranged to be supported on the
withers of an animal and constituting the sole
welght-applying bearing of said saddle against
said animal.

2. A racing -saddle of approximately U
shape, the transverse portion thereof being
archecd and the branches thereof having means
for the adjustable attachment thereto of stir-

- rup-straps, and also having means tor flexibly

connecting sald branches to a relatively fixed
part at the rear of the stirrup-straps, to per-
mit a lever-like motion of the saddle, said

767,003

transverse portion being arranged to be sup-
ported on the withers of an animal and con-
stituting the sole weight-applying bearing ot
said saddle on said animal.

3. A saddle of approximately U. shape, the
transverse portion thereof being arched and
each branch thereof having a Slot at its rear
end tosecureaflexible connection between the
saddle and a relatively fixed part, whereby a
lever-like motion of the saddle is obtained,
sald branches each having a series of slots
longitudinally thereof and between the trans-
verse portion and the other slots, for the ad-
justable connection of stirrup -straps, said
transverse portion being arranged to be sup-

ported on the withers of an a,mmal and con-

stituting the sole weight-applying bearing of
sald Saddle a0ainst sa-id animal. :

In testimony whereot I have hereunto set
my hand in-presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. |

HENRY M. MASON.

Witnesses:
JAaMES L. NORRIS
TaoMAS M. CASSTDY.
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