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" No. '766,988.

UNITED STATES

Pate.uted A.ug'u it 9 1904

PATENT QPFICE..

I’RANK M. BURROWE OF POhTLﬂ"”JD ‘WA]NI&, AE@%H,NOR TO ED‘E’VARD T

BURhO’WLb OF POLTLAN D

MAINE.

memc-; TABLE.

SPECIF].CATION immmg pmt Gf Lettc:rs P&tent NU. "?EEG 988 dated ﬁuguﬂt 9, 1904

Apphmtmn filed March 20, 1%3. Serial Hﬂ. 14;8 '?65

(No 111m11:31.)

To all whom, it ma Y COTLCETTL: -

Be it known that I, Frank M. BURROWE,Q a
citizen of the Ummd States, residing at Port-
land, in the county of Cumberland and State

5 of M-’nine have inmnted'cet'“%in new ;.md use-
the follmwng is a smemﬁcatmm 1@1@1‘81’1(3@. b@ﬂ
ing had therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to an improved fold-

10 Ing table or stand, and has for its primary ob-
ject. the provision of an article of this char-
“acter which may be collapsed into compact

form to occupy the least possible space when

not 1in use and to mmhmm packing of the
15 same for'market.

The 1nvention . cc}mpmlmnd% 2 sm*uctuw.

“comprising a frame, a covering secured to the
upper surface of said frame, and iuldable

~ supporting -legs adapted When closed to ogr
20 ¢upy a plane within the said frame, whereby

all projections are confined between the up- |

per and lower surfaces of the frame, so that

said surfaces may lie flat when the table 1@-

stm‘ad or being shipped.

- 25  Another novel feature of the mvmtmn 18

the provision of leg-braces formed of a
springy material so fashioned that portions

of said braces will codperate with correspond-

- ing portions upen the cover or top frame to
3*:1 aumm%m&lly lock the legs in either open or
closed position. - -
The invention still further embraces means

- on the cover or its frame for engaging the |

free ends of the supporting-legs when the

35 same are closed to slightly deflect said legs |

and create a friction between adjoining parts

to more eﬂectuﬂlhf sectre Lhe 1{‘(}53 Xy mist '.*am-

cidental opening.
Other characteristics .:md patenhble detmh

- 40 in the construction and- operation of ‘the
several parts of the table or stand will he ap+

parent from the detailed description herein-
after when read in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, forming part hereof,

45 and wherein a preferable embodiment of the

invention is illustrated for the purpose of en-
abling a clear understanding ot the invention.

In the drawings, Kigure 1 1s a perspective
view of a table embodying the novel features

responding parts in the

“and be folded down over t

The frame A and

- of the pre esent invention. Fig. 2 is a similar 50

view showing the legs of the table folded

w:tthm ‘Lh@ ‘L{:}p GE Lha;* f»aa,me Tig. 8 is a bot-
o shown in section. .

Bw AL is a cross- sa}ctmn (:m the line @ & of

TFig. 8, the table beings lmwn nverted: &ml 55

1*1%.. 5, 6, and 7 are detail views. o
Referri ng more specifically tothe draw 1‘1’.1 as,
wherein lilke reference charactors refer to cor-
several views, A
designates a hollow frame of any desirable 60
contour, that shown in the present ﬂmmnw |

being of rectangular formation.

B 1s a top Whl{}ll is preferably iommd er:rl

relatively thin tough material, suchas leather-
board or fiber b{),.—wd cut to {Jverh{, the frame 65

A andextend to the edﬂm thereof, and b yvep-

resents caizum,bie tacks ior %uwmu the cover

to the frame. To present a pleasing and sery-

“iceable covering for the top, I provide a sheet

01‘1@‘4{@1‘ of imthei felt, or other fabric cut 7o
to a size suflicient Lo extuml compietely across
e sides of hulrum |
A and be tacked thereto, W].}.G.E. eby the leather-
board or fiber board. and 1ts securing means:
are completely hidden from view.
of the top are finished by a EJmelemw .
border of molding or other convenient ma-
terial C, secured b:,r screws to the frame A

and braced by the metallic corner-pieces {"‘
. A its cover are reinforced by 80
CLOSS- piecu::' 'D, a, 1(1 llltﬁl*ill{}{]l{ﬁtﬁ?, One r;:ri E%‘Ll{l

01 ‘me h: e le ]ews T are 1:u1v-a:}t{_,d two lﬂg&

at opposite sides of the frame.  Kach leg car-
ries at its upper end a transverse bar e, 1‘10“1(11*9 85
secured thereto, said bar being pr leniﬂd with
1011{}1%11111111@11V-—dmpa&ed recesses ¢ in 1ts and‘a
for the reception of stub pintles or pins ¢

--10055;&15}' inserted therein, wlmmbaf the - tmlm---

“verse bar and its lee may pivot upon said go
“pmtlﬂs
“wood and are held in place by 11‘1(31:101:1*11 ens

These 1::111Llw are preferably of

gagement with suita ble aperturesin the frame
A and cross-piece D, alined mth the recesses
in the transverse pivot-bar ¢ . : 95
It desirable, the pin les me, 'f' be fur ther ladd
in place by p: l%ll‘l a pin through the cross-

piece D and the end of the pintle therein,

__[111{J gd . GH_.. ?5
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while the opposite pintle will of course be pre- | the construction is simple in the extreme and

vented from working from its normal position
by the finishing strip or molding C. The legs
of each pair are respectively secured to their
transverse pivot-bar at a point adjacent to one
end thereof, so as to lie side by side when

| folded in the top of the table.

10

~ ture in the leg in an obvious manner.

20

K represents braces for the legs, one brace
being provided for each leg, designed more
particularly to lock the legs in open position.
These braces are constructed of spring metal,
offset at each end,as at 7 /', the portion F pass-
ing through an aperture in the leg and being

prevented from withdrawal therefrom by up-

setting a portion of the metal thereof,as at 7.
The offset portion #is free to turn in the aper-
The
opposite portlon 7" 1s loosely associated w1th
a washer ¢, fitting 1n longitudinal slits ¢’ in

the walls of lon0’1tudmally-dlsposed orooves

(x, formed in the sides of the cross-pieces D

~and the parallel portions of the frame A, ac-

cording to the location of the legs. The off-
set portion /' is capable of free movement
through the aperture in the washer ¢, but can-
not be wholly retracted therefrom by reason
of the fact that the metal at the extreme end
of said offset portion is upset, as at #'”. At
the end of the groove G adjacent to the leg,
for the brace of which sald groove is provided,
there 1s a transverse aperture H, so arranged

. that when the leg is in open position the brace

35

will automatically spring its offset portion F
into sald aperture, and thereby effectually
lock the brace and leg against accidental clos-
ing. When it 1s deswea to fold the leg, how-
ever, 1t 1s simply necessary to withdraw said

" offset portion from said aperture agalnst the

40

tension of its springing tendency until the end
of said offset portion contacts with the inner
face of the washer ¢, when said offset portion

- and washer may be slid along the groove ¢
~until the leg 1s folded. The end of the offset

45

portion ' contacting with the base of the
groove (x will bend the brace F, as shown in
Fig. 8, to assist in retaining the leg in closed

. p051t1011 and the washer ¢ Cwill prevent the

50

escapement of said offset portion from its
groove.
As a means for more effectually securing

the leg in folded position I secure to the top

. of the table blocks J, one arranged to lie be-

55

05

tween each pair of lecrs the sides of said blocks
projecting slightly into the path of movement
of the legs and being rounded, so that as the
legs are swung inwardly the edges of the samé
are engaged by the sides of the blocks and de-

flected or sprung so as to abut said sides and

create sufiicient friction therebetween to se-
cure the legs within the top frame until man-

ually forced open.

From the above i1t will be seen that a fold-
able table 1s provided which will possess many
desirable features not adherent in similar ta-

bles of the prior art, while at the same time |

frame, legs secured

devoid of complicated and objectwnable struc-
tural parts.

It 1s to be understood that in any future in-
terpretation as to the scope of the invention

the same is not to be limited to any details of

the special embodiment disclosed herein ex-
cept In so far as any such may be specified in
the hereto-appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a foldable stand, pivoted legs, braces
for said legs each pivoted to a leg at its outer
end and having an offset portion at its inner

end, said braces being formed of springy ma-

terml and a washer loosely mounted upon the

0 set portion of said brace arranged to travel

in oppositely-arranged slits ad,]ommcr a gulde-
oroove 1n the stand whereby the offset portion
may slide within the washer, said guide-groove

terminatingin atransverse opening into which

sald offset portwn is adapted to spring when
the brace is in open position:

2. In a foldable stand, pivoted legs, braces
for sald legseach pwoted to a leg at 1ts outer
end and having an offset portion at 1ts 1nner
end, and a washer loosely mounted upon the

.offset portion arranged to travel in a slit ad-

joining a gulde-groove 1n the stand whereby
the offset portion may slide within the washer,
said guide-groove terminating in a transverse
opening arranged for the reception of said
offset portion of the brace when the same 1S
In open position.

3. In a foldable stand, pivoted legs, braces
for said legs each pivoted to a leg at its outer
end and having an offset portion at its inner
end, and a washer loosely mounted upon the
offset portion arranged to travel in a guide-
groove in the stand whereby the offset portion
may slicdle within the washer,said guide-groove
terminating 1n a transverse opening arranged
for the reception of said offset portion of the
brace to lock the same in place.

4. In a foldable stand, pivoted legs, blocks
arranged adjacent to one side of the legs when
sald leﬂs are folded, and braces for the legs at
the sude thereof opposn:e the blocks, smd
braces being formed of springy material and
arranged when closed to force the legs into
frictional holding engagement with the blocks.

5. Ina car d-table the combination with an
open Support1n0‘-frame having a plurality of
cross-bars flush with the upper surface of the
to the frame, a top coex-
tensive with the frame and formed of fiber
board fixedly secured to the frame and cross-

70

30
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bars, a flexible protective covering extending

over the top and along the outer faces of the

frame, and a surrounding molding secured

to the outer faces of the frame and against the
edges of the covering, whereby the covering
is secured in place and the edges of the thm
top protected.

125

130




- with the supporting-surtace of the frame, a

766,088 | ' . a

6. A card-table consisting of an open frame
rigid cross-bars whose upper faces are flush

top formed of thin material suchas fiber board
having its edges secured to the supporting-
surface of the frame and resting on the cross-
bars, a flexible protective covering for the top
extendmﬂ* overthe edges thereol: and secured
to the trame and a suuounduw' molding se- |

cured to the frame and against the edges of 1o
the covering whereby the edges oi tlm thm
top and cover are protected. - _
Intestimony whereof I affix my sig 11&13111'(:: n
presence.of two witnesses..
| FRANK M. BURROW'ES
Witnesses:
STEPHEN W. ('JA-RLE,
Fraxk L. Rickzr.
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