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(No meodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, SaANrForD C. PowE, ﬂcltl-
zen of the United St‘l,tes, residing at Hatties-
burg, in the county of Perry and State of
Mississippi, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fence-Post Bases, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to fence-posts, and
pertains especially to a metallic base for fence
and like posts.

The object of the invention is to provide an
improved socket or base for setting and hold-
ing fence-posts for dramming off water of the
surrounding earth and surface water, whereby
the posts are preserved from decay below the
surface of the earth and the life or utility of
the posts is prolonged.

The invention consists in the novel constmc—
tion and arrangement and resides, essentially,
in an open-end socket or base having solid or
non - perforated - walls provided with inner
orooves or channels and post-rests on the in-
ner side of certain of the walls.

As far as known to me metallic post-bases
of ordinary construction havea closed bottom
or an open top and bottom with perforations
or slots for water-drainage. 'The former con-
structionsimply excludes water from the post,

~and the latter construction affords a passage

a0

for water through the walls of the base. It

18 therefore the purpose of my invention to

33

40

provide a post-base having grooves extending
from the top to the bottom of the base which
1s open at each end, thereby affording venti-
lation and drainage throughout the length of
the base, and to position lugs within the base
for supporting the post without interfering
with the function of said grooves.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this application, Figure 1 is a verti-

 cal sectional view of the base, showing a post

held thereby. Fig. 2 1s a similar view taken
at right angles to that of Fig. 1 without the
post. Fig. 3 is a cross-section on the plane

indicated by the dotted line X X, Fig. 2
Fig. 4 1s a perspective view of the base.

[

The same numeral-references denote the
same parts throughout the %eveml views of the
drawings. |
The 1nvent10n being speclally applicable to
wooden fence-posts, it 18 shown In connection
therewith. The post 1, being set into the top
of the base, 1s supported by lugs 2 and 3, po-
sitioned upon the inner side of walls 4 and 5
diagonally opposite each other. The walls 4
and 5 each have a groove 6 extending the
length of the walls and terminating in the
open top 7 and bottom 8 of the base. The
grooves clear the lugs, so as to form an open

channel for air and water, and the lugs are po-
sitioned nearer the top than the bottom of the

base, so as to leave considerable space be-
tween the bottom of the post and the bottom
of the base, and thereby elevate the post con-

siderably above the earth or base-foundation.
The purpose of this arrangement is to form a
chamber 9 for ventilation, which chamber is
closed except for the grooves 6, so that in
case of water entering the chamber either
from the top or bottom of the base the water
will descend into the earth. The dampness
or moistureoccurring in the base will bereadily

removed by the circulation of air thr ough the

grooves, and under the bottom of the post.

The top of the base is provided with a sur-
rounding flange 10, and the base-walls 4, 5, 11,

and 12 are pr ovided with cleats 13, extendmﬂ
from the flange 10 to the bottom of the walls.

The flange rests upon the surface of the
earth and obstructs drainage into the grooves,
and the cleats form an a,nchm for the base ‘md

‘prevent its displacement.

It will be observed that the grooves form
an uninterrupted air-channel to and from base-
chamber, and thereby ventilate the
that the post and particularly the bottom end

thereof, is kept dry and prevented from de-
cay by contact with water or earth moisture.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Tetters

Patent, 1s—
In a tenueqjost base the combination of the

base, so
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walls having inner grooves, post-supporting In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
lugs on the walls within the base near the top | in the presence of two witnesses.
- of the latter, cleats on said walls, and on the | -
other walls of the base and terminating in SANFORD C. POW_E'
5 g surrounding flange, and an air-chamber Witnesses:

formed by the walls and the supportedendof |  F. H. Pows,
the post. | ,_ _- J. D. DoxaLD.
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