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PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH W. HOWARD AND ROBERT M. McKEE,

OF GREENEVILLE,

TENNESSELE.

INDEX-CASE EQUIPMENT FOR DELIVERY OF MALIL.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 765,893, dated July 26, 1904.

Application filed July 7,1903. Serial No. 164,617,

(No model.)

To all whom it may cnncerm:

Be 1t known that we, Josgrnr W. Howarp
and RoBErT M. MoK EE, citizens of the United
States, residing at (Greeneville, in the county
of Greene and State of Tennessee. have in-
vented a new and useful Index-Case Equip-
ment for Delivery of Mail on Rural Routes
and for Like Delivery in Cities, which equip-
ment 1s a combination outfit attached to the
person ot the bearer by suitable furniture and
harness, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. |

This invention relates to index-mail equip-
ment; and 1t has for 1ts object the provision
of novel means for holding mail atter it has
been assorted in order to retain separate the
bunches intended ior different portions of a
rural or city carrier’s route, thereby enmbhnﬁ*
the carrier to prepare the mail at the of'ice

and distribute it without rehandling, except

to take 1t from the receptacle at the different
points or stages of a route.

Furthermore, an object of the invention is
to provide cell-cases for receiving the mail
and retaining it assorted and in combination

" therewith pouchesor bagsdepending from and

supported by said cell-cases in order that bulky
packages or papers, merchandise, and the like
may be accommodated, it being understood
that for the purpose of convenience the cell-
cases and pouches are duplicated and support-
ecl one on each sicde, the case and pouch on one
side being for delivery on the side of the
route on which they are suspended from the
carrier. |
Furthermore, an object of the invention is

to produce a novel means for suspending the

cell-cases from a suitable harness fitted to the
shoulders and back of the carrier, yet so at-
tached as to move easily on their supporting
belt or band, thus to bring them under the eye
of the deliverer, so that the hands may be un-
occupied except for the delivery of the mail.
Furthermore, an object of the invention is
to produce a novel hutch suitably supported
at the back of the carrier as a means for car-

rying unusually heavy mailor anunusual quan-

ity of mail, the said hutch being so suspend-

ecdl as to be drawn to either side of the carrier
and when so drawn to rest above a cell-case.

Furthermore, an object of the invention is
to produce cell-cases which may be collapsed
when not in use or when packed for shipment
in order to economize space and reduce the
size of a package of casesand equipments made
up for shipment.

Finally, an object of the invention is to pro-
vide cell-cases, pouches, harness, and hutch
which will possess advantages in points of
simplicity, efficiency, and durability, proving
at the same time comparatively inexpensive
to manufacture and withal facilitate method-

1cal, accurate, and punctual delivery of the

mall, In which harness and receptacles can be
readily applied and removed - as a. whole
whether the receptacles are loaded or empty.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view the invention consists in the detail of

construction and in the arrangement and com-
bination of parts to be hereinafter more fully
set forth and claimed.

In deseribing the invention in detail refer-
ence will be had to the accompanymo araw-
ings,forming partof thisspecification, wherein
like chamcters denote correspondmu' parts in
the several views, and in which—

Kigure 1 illustrates the invention compris-

ing: the harness and receptacles. Kig. 2 1s a
perspective view of a cell-case. Figo. 3 1s a
plan view of one of the cases knocked down.
Fig. 4 1s a perspective view of two racks and
a fragment of a partition. Fig. 5 1s a sec-
tional view of a hook and latch by which the
cell-cases are suspended and secured. Fig.
6 1s an elevation of a partition. Fig. 7 is a
plan view of a fragment of a rack. FIO‘ 81is
a perspective view of the hooks for support-
ing the hutch. Fig. 9 1s a perspective view
ot the huteh and its attaching means. Fig.
10 1s a perspective view of a ,pouch. |

In the drawings we illustrate a suitable
harness comprising two straps 1-1, adapted to
it over the shoulders and crossing at the
back in order that displacement of the said
straps from the shoulders may be prevented.
The parts 1, which fit the back of the wearer,
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Having fully described the invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure bv Liet-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. In a mail- -carrier’s equipment, a harness
comprising two receptacle-supporting straps
and suitable means for retaining the straps
on the carrier, receptacles, hfmoexs slicdlable
on the straps by which the Iecept‘wles are
supported, the said straps being in such re-
lation that the receptacle on one stlap 1S per-
mitted to ride over ther eceptacle on the other
strap.

2. In a mail-carrier’s equipment tWo sup-
porting-straps, one of which lies on an ap-
proximately horizontal plane and the other
lying horizontally at the rear and being in-

clined toward the front, the receptacles sus-
pended from the straps, the receptacle on the
inclined portions being elevated above the
receptacles on an ‘Lppl_O‘ilm"Ltel_V horizontal
strap.

3. In a mail-carrier’s equipment, cell-cases
each comprising a receptacle having foldable
sides, ends and bottom, racks on the inner

3

surface of the cell-cases and partitions inter-

locking with the racks substantially as de--

SCT lbed

4. In a device of the character described, a
receptacle comprising foldable sides, ends
and bottom, racks on the internal SldeS of the
receptacle, p‘LI‘tltIOIlS having flanged edgoes en-

0a01ng the racks and a means f01 holdmﬁ the

parts in their assembled relation.

5. In amail-carrier’s equipment, a suitable
harness, cell-cases suspended from the har-
ness, pouches suspended from the cell-cases,
and a hutch suspended at the back and adapt—-
ed to ride over the cell- -cases substantially as
clescribed.

In testimony whereof we have signed our

names to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses, this 301311 day of

June, 1903.
J OSEPH W. HOWARD.
ROBERT M. McKEE.

Witnesses:
James W. McINTURFF,
tNE A. WILSON.
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