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1o all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, LorEnzo D. W0ODRUFF,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-
coln, in the county of Lancaster and State of
Nebraska, have invented a new and useful Bal-
lot-Box; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
theinvention, such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

The invention relates to improvements in
ballot-boxes, and has for its object to improve
the construction of ballot-boxes and to pro-
vide a simple and comparatively inexpensive
one designed for voting in secret societies and
other organizations where a secret ballot is
desired and adapted after a ballot has been
taken and counted to enable the balls or other
devices to be rearranged for another ballot
without handling the said balls or other de-
vices.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel arrangement of parts hereinafter de-
scribed and shown, and particularly pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, and in which like numerals of refer-
ence designate corresponding parts, Figure 1
1S a perspective view of a ballot-box con-
structed in accordance with this invention, the
hinged cover being thrown back. Fig.2isa
transverse sectional view of the same, the
hinged cover being shown in operative posi-
tion in full lines and swung back in dotted
lines. Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal sectional view.
the slidable compartment-cover being shown
in one position in full lines and in the other
position in dotted lines.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates an
oblong box preferably constructed of wood;
bus the ballot-box may be made of any other
sultable material and may be of any other rec-
tangular dimensions. The box is provided at
opposite sides at a point beyond the center
with vertical grooves 2, extending from the
bottom to the top of the box and receiving a
removable partition 3, which is slidable in the

open.

orooves and which divides the box into two
compartments. The vertically-movable par-
tition 3, which may be arranged on either side
of the center, is provided with a knob to en-
able it to be readily raised to permit balls,
cubes,or other devicesto bereadily transferred

from one compartment to the other without

handling them.

The sides and back of the box are extended
above the front, and the front and back are
provided at a point above the partition 3
when the latter is in its normal position with
opposite horizontal grooves 5, which receive
a slidable compartment-cover 6, having a cen-
tral opening from which extends a bowl 7,
which performs a double function as a handle
or grip and a guide for directing the balls,
cubes, or other devices into the compartment
when a ballot is being taken.
able compartment-cover is in position, (shown
in full lines in Fig. 3.) it projects over the ver-
tical partition and locks the same against the
bottom of the box to prevent the ballots from
accidentally sliding from one compartment
into the other. After a ballot has been taken
the compartment-cover may be readily re-
moved to the opposite end of the box to en-
able the ballots to be examined.

The ballot-box is provided with a hinged
cover 8 of the form of a hood. The cover 8
1s connected with the back of the box by hinges
9, and 1t consists of a carved piece or top ar-
ranged at an inclination and provided with
quadrant-shaped end pieces which support the
curved portions. The top is opened at the

front and when swung back 1s supported by

a rearwardly-projecting handle 11, which ex-
tends beyond the cover to enable it to be con-
venlently grasped when the cover is swung
By thisarrangement the handle torms
a combined grip and rest.

What 1 claim is—

A ballot-box comprising an oblong body
provided adjacent to its upper edﬂ‘es with
horizontal grooves and having mtermedlate
vertical grooves extending from the bottom
to the top, a removable vertical partition slid-
able in the vertical ways, a slidable compart-
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ment-cover arranged in the horizontal ways | port the same when the said cover is swung
and having an opening and provided with a | back, substantially as described. 10
combined bowl and grip, a hood-shaped cover In testimony whereof 1 have hereto athxed
hinged at the back of the box and provided | my signature in the presence of two witnesses.

5 with guadrant-shaped end pieces extending LORENZO D. WOODRUFE.
from the back to the front, and a combined Witnesses: | |
handle and rest arranged at the back of the ErrswortH FLEMING,
body and extending beyond the cover to sup- - Jamms TyLER. |
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