No. 765,721, - PATENTED JULY 26, 1904.
o ¢, W. TRAUT.
CLASP FOR GARMENT SUPPORTERS.

APPLIJOATIOR FILED NOV. 18, 1003.
N0 MODEL.

o

s
2%

e

‘;f SREEE
L
o

LSS

e =3
-" '~|."-|-H"'|1. i\.gf
e

G
e

e

-l""? ..-"::"’
e

f"'-.,,
S
e
PO

oo

.
e

i

<FLT
oy
e o
mui'il"'

e o
e
———

ot

R e

oy

Jrventor

IR t1iesses

Ny




10

No. 765,721,

UNITED STATES

Patented July 26, 1904.

PaTeEnT OrFrice.

GEORGE W. TRAUT, OF NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT.

CLASP FOR GARMENT-SUPPORTERS.

SPECIFICATION forming par’ of Letters Patent No. 765,721, dated July 26, 1904.
Application filed November 19, 1903, Rerial No, 181,852, (No model.)

20 all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Groree W. TravUT, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at New
Britain, in the county of Hartford and State
ot Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clasps for Garment-
Supporters; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, forming a part of
this specification, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon.

This invention relates to garment-clasps of

- that type wherein a bight of the material is
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50 D is attached.

confined in a slot wide at the upper and nar-
row at the lower end, the invention being par-
ticularly applicable to clasps in which the
bight of the garment itself wedges into the
narrow end of the opening, although itisalso
applicable to those clasps adapted for use with
a stud or headed member over which the bight
of the garment is placed.

The objects of the invention are to provide
a clasp of ample strength and wearing quali-
ties and in which the bight of the garment
may be pinched so tightly as to insure its se-
cure retention without danger of cutting,
wearing, or Injuring the garment.

To these ends the invention consists in cer-
tain novel details of construction and combi-
nations and arrangements of parts, all as will
be now deseribed,and pointed out particularly
in the appended claims. |

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion of
a stocking-supporter provided with a clasp
embodying the present invention. Fig. 2 is
a view of the clasp with the parts separated.
Fig. 3 1s a cross-section of the clasp. Fig. 4
1s a plan view showing a modification.

- Like letters of reference indicate the same
parts.

The supporter illustrated is of the well-
known type of gentleman’s garter embody-
ing a band A for embracing the limb of the
wearer, with a detachable coupling B to fa-
cilitate application and removal of the sup-
porter. Depending tfrom the band A is a
pendant C, to the lower end of which the clasp
This clasp according to the

present invention is made of sheet metal, but
of double thickness, with a keyhole or down-
wardly - tapering central opening, through
which a bight of the garment to be supported
is {)assed and wedged down into the narrow
end.

It has heretofore been proposed to prevent

the cutting and abrasion of the garment by

rounding the edges of the opening in the
clasp or by inserting rounded metal, soft rub-
ber, or yielding walls, between which the gar-
ment would be pinched or held. In the pres-

ent instance I insert a hard non-metallic non-

abrasive garment-engaging edge or edges, be-

tween which the garment is held or pinched.

As shown in the drawings, the garment-en-
gaging edges are formed of celluloid, (indi-
cated at E,) although other hard non-metallic
and non-abrasive materials, such as vulcan-
1zed fiber, may be employed. The insert E
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is usually in the form of a substantially V-

shaped piece and is mounted in a pocket
tormed between the two thicknesses of metal
constituting the body of the clasps. |

In forming the body of the clasp it is struck
up from sheet metal, with the two portions
joined together at I, the blank being subse-
quently doubled back at this point, which
then forms the lower end or nose of the clasp.
The upper ends of the blank are preferably
held together by earson one part bent around
the edge of the other part. These ears may
be at the upper extremity of the clasp, as at
(7, s0 as to be concealed by the web, as in
Figs. 1 and 2, or they may be below the web-
bing-bar, as at H, in Fig 4.

The recess for the insert is stamped in the

two sections when the blank is struck up, and

it 1s preferably of such shape as to retain the
insert securely in position, the preferred
shape being shown in Figs. 1 and 2, wherein
1t will be seen that the top walls I of the pocket

tend to hold the upper ends of the insert sepa-

rated.

The inner edges of the insert project suffi-
ciently to prevent the garment from contact
with the metal, and experience shows that
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with a hard non-metallic and non-abrasive

material such as deseribed while the carment
will be held securely and firmly it will not be
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cut or worn and at the same time the metal-
lic body of the clasp will afford sufficient
strength to prevent the br eakmg of the de-
vice under severe stralns or rough usage.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A clasp for garment-supporters formed
with an opening wide at the top and narrow
at the bottom, the inner garment-engaging
edges of said opening bemo formed by a hard
non-metallic and non-abrasive material pro-

jecting sufficiently to prevent the garment
from being pinched against the body of the
clasp:; substantially as described.

9. A clasp for garment-supporters formed
of two thicknesses of metal with an opening

765,721

therein wide at the top and narrow at the bot-
tom and a pocket surrounding the lower por
tion of said opening formed by recesses in the
two sections, and a V-shaped insert of hard
non-metallic and non-abrasive material con-
fined in said pocket with its inner edges pro-

jecting into the opening beyond the body of
metal and constituting the garment-engaging

edges of the clasp, said edges projecting suf-
ficiently to prevent pinching of the garment
against the metal forming the body of the
clasp.

GEORGE W. TRAUT.

Witnesses:
Trmomas DURANT,
Ermzasera GRIFFITH.
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