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To all whom tt may concern:

Be 1t known that I, IsogeN L. THOMAS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Troy,
county of Rensselaer, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements 1n Kmbroidery-Silk Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

The 1nvention relates to such improve-
ments; and it consists of the novel construc-
tion and combination of parts hereinafter
clescribed and subsequently claimed.

Retference may be had to the accompanying
drawings and the reference characters marked
thereon,which formapartof thisspecification.

Similar characters refer to similar parts in
the several figures therein.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a view in per-
spective of a skein of silk applied to an en-
velop-sheet in the operation of forming my
improved thread-package.

such sheet folded over one upon another to
inclose the thread and complete the envelop
therefor. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing
the envelop and contents folded transversely,
with the ends of the envelop detachably se-
cured together. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the
portfolio In an open position. Fig. 5 is a
vertical cross-section of the same, taken on
the broken line 5 5 in Fig. 4

The principal objects of my Invention are
to protect siik and other threads, more par-
ticularly those adapted for artwork, to facili-

tate the display of an assortment of threads

for the purposes of selection for sale or use
and to permit the threads to be withdrawn
one at a time tfrom their package fr eely and
without entanglement.

The Invention comprises in part a novel
construction ot thread-package particularly
acdapted for embroidery-silks and the like.

In constructing my novel thread-package
1 employ a strip or sheet of flexible material,
such as paper, about three times the Wldth
of the desired package and preferably of a
length about halt that of a double- lenﬁ*th
needleful of thread. I have shownin FIU 1
of the drawings such a sheet1,provided at one
end with an extension 2 of its middle portion,

. Fig. 2 1s a simi-
Jlar view showing the longitudinal edges of

may be secured thereto or formed thereon in
any known manner.

Embroidery-silk 1s commonly supplied to
the trade in the form of skeins of such di-
mensions that 1f all the threads are cut at a
single point in the skein the silk will be

- divided up into separate threads each of a

length adapted for use as a double-length

needleful, while 1f the skein is cut at two -

diametrically opposite points it will be di-
vided into threads each adapted for use as a
single-length needleful.

My novel thread-package is adapted for
either the uncut skein or tfor the skein cut at
elther one or two points, as above described.
For use with a needle, however, the skein 1s
usually cut into single or double lenoths.} pret-
erably the latter.

I have shown in Fig. 1 a skein 4 so cut
into double lengths, the threads being left
doubled and arranged longitudinally along
the middle portion of the sheet 1, with the
cut ends of the threads adjacent to the hook
end of the sheet and the loops of the threads
projecting a short distance tfrom the other
end of the sheet. The longitudinal edge
portions 5 are then folded over upon the
middle portion of the sheet and upon one
another to inclose the thread and form an en-
velop therefor having an open end through
which 'the loops of the doubled threads pro-
ject, as shown in Fig. 2. The envelop thus
formed, with its contents, is folded trans-
versely of its length, and the open end of the
envelop is inserted within the hook 3, asshown
in Fig. 3, said hook being projected through
the looped portions of the thread.
age thus constructed covers and affords pro-
tection for the body of thread, leaving ex-
posed only the looped portions, which serve
as a means for determining the contents of
the package aswell as a means for withdraw-
ing the contents thread by thread from the

envelop.

To withdraw the contents from the envelop,
1t 1s not necessary to open the same, but
merely to grasp the loop of one thread with
one hand and introduce a finger of the other
hand or any other suitableinstrumentthrough

The pack-
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upon the thread can be withdrawn from the
package without entanglement and without
undue friction, leaving the remainder of the
contents of the package undisturbed.
Thetag 7, with which skeins of silk are usu-
ally provided and which bears the marks 1n-
dicating color, quali

ty, &e., of the silk, may
be allowed toremain upon the looped portion
of the threads, whereby such marks of identi-
fication will be retained in connection with
the thread-package so long as any thread re-
mains therein.

My improved package atfords a convenient,
and satisfactory means Dboth for supplying
thread
thread accessible for use. |

A further feature of my invention comprises
means for supporting a plurality of such
thread-packages side by side in position for
quick inspection and comparison. 1 have
shown such means in the form of a portfolio
comprising the plates 8 and 9, adapted to fold
one upon another along the dotted line 10.
One (or both) of said plates 1s provided on 1ts
inner side with a transverse strap 11 near its
lower end and with a similar strap 12 near 1ts
upper end. The lower strap 11 1s adapted to
receive the folded portion 6 of the envelop-
package, which embraces said strap and 1s
supported thereby. Thehook-connected ends
of the envelop-package are both inserted be-
tween the plate 8 and the upper strap 12, the
hooks 3 being hoolked over said upper strap,
as shown, whereby the ends of the several
packages are detachably connected to said
supporting-plate. Theupperedge of the strap
12 may be provided with notches 13, adapted
to receive the several hooks 3 and prevent the
sliding movements of the several packages
along “the str ap. The supporting-plate 8 may
be of a size adapted to support any desired
number of thread-packages, which arethereby
retained side by side, each with a portion of
its thread and its identification-tag exposed
to view 1n a convenient position for the selec-
tion of a package of any desired color, shade,
or quality or for the selection and removal
of a single thread from any desired package.

The several packages can be easily removed
from the supporting-holder by unhooking the
hook 8 from the strap 12 and drawing the
hooked ends of the package downwardly out

from beneath said strap and then separating

sald ends and slipping the package ofi from
the strap 11.

In removing the thread from one of the pack-
ages while contained in the portfolio or holder
it is only necessary to pull upon the desired
thread, which will thereupon be withdrawn
from the package, the strap 11 serving as a
resisting-support for the folded portion 6 of
the package.

The plate 8 may be provided at its upper
end with a flap 14, adapted to fold over along

the line 15 upon the strap 12 and the exposed

to the trade and for maintaining the
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portions of the thread in the several packages,
thereby inclosing and protecting such thread.
The other plate, 9, of the porttolio may be pro-
vided on 1its outer edges with the Haps 16,
adapted to be folded inwardly along the dotted
lines 17, forming-a convenient inclosure for
emmbroidery-work, patterns, &c. The plate 9
may be omitted, if desired. This portfolio
may be made of cardboard., press-board, or
other comparatively stiff material.

By folding the envelop upon itself the in-
ner envelop-wall at the fold forms a V-shaped
abutment, over which the threads can be easily
drawn, while the outer wall of the folded por-
tion 1s continuous and forms an inclosure for
the thread at the tolded end of the package.
I am thus abie to adapt the envelop to sup-
port and cover the folded portions of the
thread without especially cutting or treating
the envelop to provide means tor this purpose.
Furthermore, my improved package can be
prepared and practically used without the use
of glue or other permanent connecting means,
permitting the package to be opened and the
supply of thread renewed as often as desired.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Lietters Patent, 1s—

The combination with a plm ality of
th]_ ead - packages, each comprising an elon-
gated envelop open at one end and threads ar-
ranged longitudinally within said envelop and
projecting from its open end, said envelop
and contents being folded transversely of
their length; of a supporting-plate having a
strap adapted to restin the transverse fold of
the several packages, and means for securing
the. ends of the respective envelops to said
supporting-plate, substantially as described.

9. The combination with a plurality of
thread - packages, each comprising an elon-
oated envelop open at one end and threads ar-
ranged longitudinally within said envelop and
projecting from 1its open end, said envelop
and contents being folded transversely of
their length:; of a supporting-plate having a
strap adapted to rest in the transverse fold of

the several packages, and means for securing

the ends of the respective envelops to said
supporting-plate, and a cover for said sup-
porting-plate and packages, substantially as
desmlbed

The combination with a plurality of
thr ead -packages, each comprising an elon-
oated envelop open at one end and threads ar-

ranged longitudinally within said envelop and
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projecting from its open end, said envelop

and contents being folded transversely of

their length; of a 5L113port1ncr~1',)late having a
strap ada,pted to rest in the transverse told of
the several packages. and means for securing
the ends of the respective envelops to said
supporting-plate, and a flap hinged to sald
plate adjacent to, and adapted to fold over
upon, the ends of the supported packages, sub-
stantially as deseribed.
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4. The combination with a plurality of
thread - packages each comprising an elon-
gated envelop open at one end and provided
on its other end with a hook, and threads ar-

s ranged longitudinally within said envelop and
projecting from its open end, said envelop
and contents being folded transversely of
their length and the open end of the envelop
inserted within said hook; of a supporting-

1o plate having a strap provided with notches

adapted to receive the respective hooks on the.

several packages inserted between said plate
and strap; and means for supporting the trans-
versely-folded portion of the several packages,
substantially as deseribed.

IMOGEN L. THOMAS.

Witnesses:
Gro. R. DoNNAN,
MARSHALL LANSING.
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