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1o all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, Ean Typen, a citizen

~ of the United States, residing at Hastings, in

IO

the county of Barry and State of Michigan,

have invented new and useful Improvements
in Pedestal-Table Locks, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, forming a part
thereof. -
T'his application is a division of my appli-

- cation, derial No. 113,075, filed June 25, 1902,
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TFig. 1.

‘and is made for the purpose of covering spe-

cifically one of the two forms of my inven-
tion which are shown in said parent applica-
tion, the other of which is claimed specific-
ally therein. |

The invention relates generally to locking
devices for pedestal - tables, having the pur-
pose and capacity of drawing and releasably
holding together the two members of the ped-
estal for preventing the pedestal from sepa-
rating at either end when it is closed together
at the other end. o

The specific invention to which this divi-
sional application relates consists in features
of construction set out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a partly-sec-
tional elevation of a pedestal having my im-
provements, section being made through one
member of the table and through the pedes-
tal substantially at the axis of the latter. Fig.
2 15 a detall view of the portion of the table

comprising the operating parts of my inven-

tion on a larger scale than Fig. 1, showing
the parts in different positionin respectto the
locking from that in which they appear in
Fig. 3 is a section at the line 3 8 on
IFig. 1. Fig. 4 is a detail plan of the bracket
employed in the operation of the locking de-
vice.

My invention 1s shown in an extension-ta-
ble comprising the two separable members

11 with the customary extension devices in

the form of slides connecting them, one of

the slides being shown at 2 with a bridge that

unites 1t with the corresponding slide shown
at 4, having attached to it a center leg 5 in
the usual manner. | | '

Pedestal members 6 6 pertaining to the ta-
ble members 11, respectively, are of the usual

construction in this that they are adapted
when the table is closed up to inclose the cen-

‘ter leg.

To one of the pedestal members 6 there is
pivoted near the lower end a lever 7, which
extends up within the pedestal member and
1s connected by a rod 8 to a bell ecrank-lever
9 on the under side of one of the members
of the table-top. To the lever 7 there is piv-

oted a latch or hook 10, which projects in-

ward with respect to the pedestal—that is,
toward the opposite member from that on
which the lever 7 is fulerumed. Preferably
or most conveniently the lever and its latch
are located so that the latch projects substan-
tially at the middle of the pedestal, and the
center leg 5 is apertured to permit the latch
to extend through it, and the opposite ped-
estal member 1s provided with a suitable en-

gaging element substantially in the form of a.

staple 11, with which the hook of the latch

may become engaged. On the pedestal mem-

ber to which the lever 7 is fulerumed there is
mounted a bracket 12, which overhangs the
rear end of the latch 10 and has a hook 138 de-
pending in front of an upstanding tail or trip-
finger 14, with which the latch is provided.
It will be seen that when the lever 7 is moved
inward at the upper end, the latch being car-
ried inward with it, the tail or finger 14 of
the latch will encounter the hoolk end 13 of
the bracket 12 and being stopped by such en-
counter a further inward movement of the
lever or latch will cause the latch to be lifted
at 1ts 1nner or downwardly-hooked end. It
will also be seen that the tendency of the Iateh
under the action of gravity will be to descend
at the hooked end, so as to become engaged

with the staple 11 whenthe pedestal members
| are sufficiently near together for such engage-

ment. The nose or terminal hook of the latch
15 sloped on its under edge and the lowest po-
sition to which the latch can fall at that end
In view of the position of the hool 18 is such
that as the pedestal members approach the
sloping nose of the latch will encounter and

ricde up on the staple, so that the latch may

drop over the staple-bar when the members
are near enough together. The operation of
the device will be understood from the fore-
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ooing description up to the point when such
engagement oceurs.  This will happen before
the pedestal members are fully closed up at
the lower end and after the table members

are fully closed at the top if there 1s any tend-
ency of the table to droop at the center or

junction line of the two members at the top,

causing a wider separation at the bottom than
at the top of the pedestal; but whether the

table-top 1s closed up or not when the latch
becomes engaged with the staple the opera-

tor by means of finger-piece 9* of the bell-
crank lever 9, rocking said lever over its ful-
crum and drawing the rod 8 outward—that 1s,
toward the end of the table—will cause the
lateh to draw the opposite pedestal member

having the staple toward the member on which |

the lever 7 is fulerumed, and the proportion
of the parts will be calculated so that the
pedestal will be fully closed up atthe bottom,
and therefore the table members will be fully
closed at the top by the time the pivot of the
rod 8 to the bell-crank lever 9 has reached the
line of the fulecrum of the bell-crank lever
and the pivotal connection of the rod at the
upper end to the lever 7, and having slightly
passed that line the reaction of the parts will
prevent a return, and the bell-crank lever 1s
provided with a suitable stop to arrestits fur-
ther movement, sothatthe parts remain locked
when at that position. When the table is
to be unlocked, the bell-crank lever will be
thrown back over the center, and thereby the
pedestal and table members will be released
tfrom the binding action of the lock, and the
bell-crank lever being turther pushed inward,
thrusting the rod 9 and moving inward the
upper end of the lever 7, the tail of the latch
will be brought mto encounter with the hook
13 of the bracket 12 and the latch will be lift-
cd out of the staple, so that the separation of
the table members may be effected, carrying
the latch clear of the staple.

In order to somewhat increase the effective-
ness of the lock for the purpose of binding
the table members and pedestal members, at
the same time to make somewhat wider allow-
ance for sageing, so that the lateh shall cer-
tainly have its nose past the staple-bar by the
time the table comes together at the top, even
in the case of the greatest sageing, the hook
nose of the latch on the inner side—that 1s,
the side toward the latch-fulerum—may be

beveled, as seen at 10%, and from the bracket

12 a lip 12" projects 1n position to encounter
a tail or finger 14 of the lateh at the rear side
when the lever 7 1s pulled outward to draw
the table members together.
this expedient will be that it the s SagoINg 18
such as to make the separation of the pedes-
tal members so great that only the point of
the latch goes-behind the staple-bar without
effecting full and perfectly operative engage-
ment therewith, the movement of the lever
tending to draw the parts together also by
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‘means of the lip 12" operates on the tail, and

the lip forces the nose of the latch down, and
the bevel 10* of the latch-nose opemteq to

further draw the pedestal members together

by a wedging action which it pr oduces.
1 claim—

1. A pedestal extension-table comprising a
suitable table-top; a separable hollow pedes-
tal: a center leg normally inclosed within said
pedestal; aconnecting member rigidly secured
to one section of the pedestal; a vertically-
disposed lever carried by the other section of
the pedestal; another connecting member piv-
otally mounted upon said lever; a stop de-
vice limiting the downward movement of said
pivotally - mounted connecting member and
manually-operated means for moving said le-

ver and thereby causing sald connecting

members to engage each other and adapted
also for drawing the two sections of the ped-
estal together through the medium of said
members.

2. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice comprising, in combination with thesepa-
rable table members and the pedestal mem-

bers pertaining thereto respectively, a verti-

cally-disposed lever fulerumed to one pedes-
tal member; a latch carried by the lever op-
erating 1n one direction by gravity; means on

the opposite pedestal member for engaging

the latch; and means for actuating the verti-
cally-disposed lever in direction for drawing
the pedestal members together; the latch and
the pedestal member by which 1t is carried
having the former a vertically-disposed lever
projection and the latter a fixed abutment in
position for encounter with said lever projec-
tion, to check and reverse the gravitatmg ac-

70

30

9]¢

95

gele

tion of the latch when the latch—ca,rrying le- .

ver 1s moved in one direction.

3. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice in combination with the separable mem-
bers of the table and the pedestal members
pertaining thereto respectively; a vertically-
disposed lever fulcrumed to one pedestal
member: a gravity-operating latch pivoted
to the lever; means on the opposite pedestal
member for engaging the latch and a stop de-
vice on the pedestal member having the ver-
tically-disposed lever which 1s encounteréd by
the latch for disengaging the same when the
lever carries the latch in direction for permit-
ting the pedestal members to separate.

4. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice, comprising, in combination with thesep-
arable table members and the pedestal mem-
bers pertaining thereto respectively, a verti-
cally-disposed lever fulerumed to one pedestal
member: a gravity-operating latch pivoted to
the lever and projecting therefrom toward the
opposite pedestal member; means on the op-

posite member for engaging the latch, said
latch having avertically-disposed projection;
means fixed with respect to the pedestal mem-
ber to which the lever 1s ful

crumed in Pposi-
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tion for encountering such projection to cause
the latch, when the lever is.moved about its
fulecrum in direction for drawing the table
members together to be rocked aboutits pivot
in direction for engaging the opposite pedes-

- tal member.

5. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice comprising 1n combination with the sep-
arable table members and the pedestal mem-

bers pertaining thereto respectively, a verti-

cally-disposed lever fulerumed to one pedestal
member and means for actuating 1t; means
on the opposite member for engagement: a

latch pivoted to the lever and operating by

oravity for such engagement, said lever hav-
ing a projection extending upwardly from its

pivot, and means on the pedestal member to

which the vertically - disposed lever is ful-
crumed 1n position for encountering said pro-
jection when the lever is moved in direction

for permitting the pedestal members to sepa-

rate.

6. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice, comprising, 1n combination with the sep-
arable table members and the pedestal mem-

bers pertaining thereto respectively, a verti-

cally-disposed lever fulerumed to one pedestal
member; means for actuating sald lever; a
latch pivoted to the lever for vertical osecilla-
tion; means on theé opposite pedestal member
for engaging the latch when the latter de-
scends, said lever being movable in direction

for drawing the pedestal members together

after the latch is engaged; means on the ped-
estal member to which the lever is fulerumed
encountered by and operating on the lateh to
lift 1t when the lever is moved in the opposite
direction.

7. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice, comprising in combination with the sep-
arable table members and the pedestal mem-

~ bers pertaining thereto respectively, a verti-

cally-disposed lever fulerumed to one pedestal
member; a lateh carried by the lever; means

on the opposite pedestal member for engag-

ing the latch, said latch being adapted to op-
erate automatically about its pivot to the le-
ver for such engagement; means for actuat-
ing the vertically-disposed lever in direction
for drawing the pedestal members together

when the latch is engaged, the latch and said
encgaging element on the opposite member be-

ing relatively shaped to cause the lateh upon
their encounter in the approach of the pedes-
tal members to be rocked about its pivot in
the direction opposite to that of said auto-
matic movement, and a stop on the pedestal
member to which the lever is fulerumed which
stops the latch in said automatic movement

‘at position for such encounter as the members

approach. _
8. A pedestal-extension-table locking de-
vice, comprising in combination with the sep-

arable members and the pedestal members

pertaining thereto respectively, a vertically-
disposed lever fulcrumed to one pedestal mem-
ber; anengaging device on the opposite mem-
ber; a latch pivoted to the lever operating by

gravity for such engagement, said latch and.
the engaging device being relatively shaped
to cause the latch to be lifted upon its encoun-

ter with said device, preparatory to engaging
the latfer by gravity; and a stop on the ped-
estal member to which the leveris fulerumed
for arresting the gravity movement of the le-
ver ab position for such encounter.

In testimony whereot I have hereunto set '
my hand, at Hastings, Michigan, in the pres-

ence of two witnesses, this 1st day of October,

1903.
. o KEMIL TYDEN.
In presence of—
| A. C. Brown,
Nora HEeaTH.
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