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(No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Normax MarsmaLL, of
Newton, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements Sockets for Incan-

descent Lamps, of which the following is a
a specliication. -

The invention relates to sockets for incan-
descent lamps which are provided with an
outer metallic shell, an insulating body or
hase supporting the current-carrying parts,
and an 111sulatmo'-sleeve Interposed between
the base and outer shell to prevent accidental
electrical connection between the current-
carrying parts and the outer shell.

In practicing my invention I secure the in-
sulating-sleeve to the body of the socket and
provide means for obtalning access to the
wire-terminals, so that the socket may be
wired or inspected without removing the in-
sulating-sleeve. With this construction the
sleeve remains upon the body of the socket
when the outer shell is removed, and there is
no danger therefore that the sleeve may be

omitted by careless workmen in assembling

or reassembling the parts of a socket. The
means which I have employed for obtaining
access to the wire-terminals without remov-
ing the insulating-sleeve consists of flaps or
cars formed in the sleeve over the wire-ter-
minals, which may be turned back to give ac-
cess to the terminals and may be returned into
position to cover the terminals when the outer
shell 1s placed over the socket-body.

A further feature of invention consists in
providing a disk of insulating material which
1s 1nterposed between the cup of the outer
shell and the end of the body of the socket
and prevents any accidental electrical con-
nection between the conducting-wires above

- the end of the body and the cap in case the
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wires should become exposed at this point.
This disk i1s preferably attached to the cap
by means of recesses in said disk, which em-
brace ribs within the cap, as with this con-
struction the disk may be readily applied to
the caps in assembling the parts of the socket.

The features of invention may be embodied
In sockets for use in connection with any
torm of 1ncandescent electric lamp, the ter-

minals being modified to suit the form of
terminals employed with the different lamps
or other devices.

In the drawings I haveshown a lamp-socket -

embodying the features of invention in their
preferred form. In the different views dif-
ferent makes of lamps are indicated as con-
nected with the socket, it being assumed that
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the lamp-ter mmals are Vamed to suit the

different lamps in a manner well known in
the art.
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 Figure 1 is an elevation of a I‘me-SOCket |

with an Edison lamp attached, the outer shell
being shown in section and one of the wire-
terminal flaps being shown turned back to ex-
pose the terminal. Fig. 21san elevation look-

ing toward the right in Fig. 1, the cap of the

shell being removed and the flap for the other
wire-terminal being turned back and a T. H.
lamp being secured to the socket. Tig. .8 is

a similar elevation looking toward the right

in Kig. 2, the socket being shown in connec-
tion with a Westinghouse lamp. Fig. 4 is a
plan view of Fig. 2, the conducting-wires be-
ing removed; and Fig. 5 is a view of the in-
side of the shell-cap.

The socketshown comprises a metallic shell
(x and a body portion, which is inclosed by the
shell and supports the other parts of the socket.
The shell is provided with a cap A, to which
1t 1s detachably secured in a well-known man-
ner by screws, (shown in Fig. 1,) the cap being
provided with a screw-threaded tube C,
through which the conducting-wires pass to
the socket and by which the socket is secured
to the lamp-fixture. The block T of the
socket-body, which is formed of porcelain or
other suitable insulating material, is provided
with channels in its outer perlphery, through
which the conducting-wires H H' may be
passed in wiring the socket the ends of the
wires being secured to the wire - terminals,
which are located in recesses in the block T, by
binding-screws K K'. The block T supports
the la,mp terminals and also the key J and de-
vices cooperating therewith for opening and
closing the circuit. The outer shell is sepa-
rated from the socket-body by an insulating-
sleeve E, which is secured to the body, so that
it remains 1n place thereon when the outer
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shell 1s removed. The sleeve may be secured
to the body in any desired manner, and 1 pre-
fer to secure 1t thereto, as shown in Fig. 4, by
turning the upper edge of the sleeve over onto
the end of the block T when the sleeve is ina
plastic state and allowing it to set in this po-

sition. In order to allow acecess to the termi-
nals to which the conducting-wires are secured

withoutremoving thesleeve from the body,the
sleeve 1s slit to form flaps K ¥, which may be
turned backto formopenings L I in the sleeve,
the opening L being located over the bind-
ing-screw K and the opening L being located
over the binding-screw K'. When the shell
(> is applied to the socket, the flaps F F’ are
turned up into the openings I L', and the con-
tinuity of the insulating-sleeve is st bstanti lelV
unbroken at these points. The sleeye K is
cut away at the points V to accommodate the
deviees for connecting the cap A and shell &
together, and in case the socket 1s a key-
socket, as shown, the sleeve 1s also cut away
at U for the passage of the key J when as-
sembling the parts of the socket.

To prevent accidental connection between
the wires H H’ and the cap A in case the in-
sulation upon the wires above the block T
should be removed, I insert a disk D, of 1n-
sulating material, preterably fiber, in the cap,
which disk forms an insulating-lining for said
cap. This disk may be secured in the cap as
desired, and I pretfer to secure 1t therein by
forming recesses S 1n the edges of sald disk,
which are arranged to embrace ribs B on said
cap, the recesses being dovetalled, so that the
disk i1s retained in place with suflicient se-

cureness, since with this construction the disk
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may be readily inverted in the cap wheii as-

sembling the parts.

\Vhwt I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. A socket for electric lamps comprising a
body portionsupporting the current-carrying
parts, a metallic shell %mroundmo the body,
an insulating-sleeve secured to the body, and

means. for obtfunmg access to the terminals
without removing the insulating-sleeve.

9. A socket for electric lamps comprising a
body portion supporting the current-carrying
parts, a sleeve of 1nf-‘:uhtmo material inclosing
said body, flaps formed in “said sleeve over the
wire-terminals, and a metallic shell surround-
ing said body portion.

3. A socket forelectric lamps comprising a
body portion supporting the current-carrying
parts, a cylindrical sleeve of Insulating ma-
terial secured to said body, flaps formed in
said sleeve over the wire-terminals, and a me-
tallic shell surrounding said body and sleeve.

4. A socket for eloctric lamps comprising a
body portion supporting the current-carrying
parts, a metallic shell surrounding said body
and provided with a cap through which the
conducting-wires pass, ribs within said cap,
and a disk ot insulating material within said

cap provided with dovetall recesses embracing

sald ribs.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-

nature in presence of two wit’nesses.
NORMAN MARSHALIL.

Witnesses:
Epwarp N. (GopiNg,
CHARLES WARrRD BoND.
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