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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CraARLES THEOFLUS HOL-H

MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Mesdvﬂls n the county of Crawford and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Bag-Holding Apparatus, of
which the following is a spemﬁestlon
This invention relates to bag-holding appa-
ratus. |

The object of the invention is to support
paper bags in such manner as while positively
obvisting all danger of injury, as by tearing,
to permit of their ready removal for use, to
prevent accidental displacement of the bags
from their supporting means, and generally
to stmplity and improve the construction of
devices of this character and to reduce the cost
of construction to a minimum.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will appear as the nature of the invention
is better understood, the same consists, gen-

~erally stated, in a bs@—lloldinﬁ' apparatus coms-

prising a support ) plurshty of bag penetrat-

Ing or supporting members, and pivoted keep-

ers coacting with the supporting members
and adapted readily to be brought into locked
relation therewith to prevent accidental sepa-
ration of the bags from their supports.

The invention consists, further, in a sup-
port, a plurality of bag penetrating or sup-
porting members rigid therewith, and a plu-
rality of hinged or pivoted keepers provided

with means to interlock with the supporting
The invention consists, further, in

members.
a bag-holding apparatus embodying a stand-

ard, a plurality of bag penetrating or support-
ing members, and a plurality of bag-keepers

coacting with the supporting members, each
keeper being provided with a stop to hold 1t
1n operative position with relation to the sup-

porting member and with a hook, loop, or
‘bend to engage with the supporting member.

The invention consists, further, in the various
novel details of construction of a bag-holding
apparatus, as will be hereinafter iully de-

- seribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which like
characters of reference indicate corresponding

parts, there is illustrated one form of empodi-

" ment of the mventlon capable of carrying ths
same into practical operation, it being under-
stood that the elements therein GXhlblted may

be varied or changed as to shape, proportion,
and exact manner of assemblage without de-
parting from the spirit thsreoi and in these
drawings—

qure 1 is a view in psrspsctws of the ap-
paratus, one of the keepers being shown as
out of engagement with the bag penetrating
or supporting member and thrown to one side.
Fig. 2 1s a view in perspective, on an enlarged
scsle of one of the bag-supporting msmbsls
with 1ts keeper.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the

standard or support for the device, which may
be made of any suitable material of any ‘de-
| sired size and ornsmentsd or not, according to
the taste of the user.

As: hsrsm shown, the
standard is rectilinear In cross-section and 18

provided with an ornamental base and cap:

but it 1s to be understood that, if preterred, it
may be square in cross-section and the cap
may be omitted. . By preference the standard
is made of wood and 1s of such height as to

“permit of its being placed upon a store-coun-

ter, thus to bring “the bags within easy reach
of an attendant; but it is to beunderstood that
it may be made of any height without depsl t-
ing from the spirit of the invention.

The bag supporting and retaining means

comprises a bag penetrating or supporting
member 2, which 1s by preference rigid with
the standard, is resilient in character, and may
or may not be pointed, as desired, and a keeper
3, which 1s bail-shaped and 1s held assembled
with the standard for pivotal movement in
this instance by staples 4; but it 1s to be un-
derstood that, if preferred, any other form of
attaching dswce may be employed for this

“purpose as may be found necessary or desir-

able. That end of the keeper 3 adjacent to

the standard is provided at 1ts lower end with

a toe 5, which will prevent the accidental
sspara,tion of said keeper from its staples 4,
and 1n this instance the toe i1s shown as besr-
ing upon the supporting member 2; but this
arrangement may be-dispensed with—that is
to say, the lower staple may be elevated at
such distance above the supporting member
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as to permit the toe to be free of the support-
iIng member. By preference the upper staple
will engage with the vertical member of the
keeper at its bend, thus to hold it against

downward movement. Furthermore, the
keeper will be made of resilient material, pref-

erably of brass, on account of its non-oxidiz-

ing qualities, its transverse or body member
being normally flexed upward to cause the
hook or catch 6 at its free end when inter-
locked with the supporting member 2 posi-
tively to prevent accidental disconnection be-
tween 1t and the supporting member.

As stated, the supporting member may be
pointed or not, and where pointed it will be
adapted to puncture the bags supported there-
by; but where the bags are already punctured

to receive the supporting member the latter

may be made blunt.

By pivotally assembling the keeper with the

standard the former may be turned to one

side, as shown in Fig. 1, thus to permit ready

disconnection of the bags therefrom; butit is

to be understood that, if preferred, the keeper
may be normally flexed in such manner that

when released from the supporting member
it will lift a sufficient distance to permit ready
removal of the bags.

While the device of thisinventionisexceed-
ingly simple of construction, it will be found
thoroughly efficient in use for the purpose de-
signed and will present bags in such manner

“as to permit ready selection of the proper-
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sized bag by the attendant in a manner that
will at once simplify such procedurée and save
loss of time and labor, such asusually attends
this pr ocedure.

It is to be understood, of course, that the 1N-
vention 1s not to be llmlted to the employ-

ment of a wooden standard having the bag

penetrating or supporting members rigidly
connected therewith, as it will be obviousthat,
if preferred, such members may have a hinged
connection with the standard. Furthermore,
1t 1s to be understood that the invention is not

~ to be limited to the employement of staples for
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connecting the bag-keepers with the stand-
ards, as, if preferred, the vertical portion of
the keeper embraced by the staples may be
omitted and the body member of the keeper
may be pivotally connected with the standard
or with an adjunctive device of any character
that will permit lateral swinging motion in a
horizontal plane, or, as pointed out, the
swinging movement may be dispensed with

and the keeper may be normally flexed, so

that when released from the supporting mem-
ber 1t will lift upward, and thus permit ready
removal of the bags from the supporting
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Ashereinshown, the four sides of the stand-
ard are provided Wlth the bag-holding means;
but, if preferred, .as where the standard is
placed against a wall or other supporting-sur-
face, the said bag-holding membersmay be ar-
ranged on three sides of the standard, or, if
preferred, upon two or only one side thereof.

From a standpoint of cheapness of con-
struction and facility of manufacture it will
generally be preferred to make the standard
of wood; but it is to be understood that it
may be made up of any other material suited
to the purpose. Furthermore, it is to be un-

derstood that the standard may be dispensed

with and the bag-holding means, embodying
the bag penetlatmﬁ‘ or supporting member
and the bag-keeper, may be assembled with
inlly suitable support, such as a wall or the
1KE.

It will be obvious from the foreD‘OIDO‘ de-
scription that the bag-holding means com-
prises a bag—sﬂpporting member, and a swing-
ing bag-keeper having a branch extending ap-
proximately at right angles therefrom, the
keeper being of wire and the branch termi-
nating at its free end in a bend to receive the
free portion or end of the bag-supporting
member. In the present instance the keeper,
as previously described, 1s of bail shape, one
branch of the keeper being supported for
swinging movement, while the other branch
1s arranged to interlock with the bag-support-
ing member, and the latter branch 1s pro-
vided with the hook or bend to which refer-
ence has been made.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim 18—

1. A bag-holding apparatus comprising a
bag.- supporting member and a bail - shaped
keeper, the outer branch of which isarranged
to interlock with said bag-supporting member,
and staples straddling the inner branch of said
keeper to secure the swinging movement of
the latter. |

9. A bag-holding apparatus comprising a
bag -supporting member and a bail-shaped
bag-keeper, the outer branch of which is ar-

ranged to interlock with said bag-supporting-

member, and staples straddling the inner
branch of the keeper, one staple being situ-
ated near the transverse portion of the keeper
and the inner branch of the latter having a
toe below the lower staple.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. |
| CHARLES THEOFLUS HOLMAN
- Witnesses: o

TrOS. CLEMSON,
F. K. MorraYy.
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