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To all whom & may eoncern:
Be it known that I, OscaAr BorCcHERT, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing in West Ho-

~ boken, in the county of Hudson and State of
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New Jersey, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements i1n Dress - Forms, of

which the following 1s a specification.

Recently the fashionable skirts are made
with a straight front and bulging or flaring
backs and sides.
of dress-forms are not well adapted for sup-

porting the newer styles of skirts made with
straight fronts and flaring backs and sides, so

that when these newer forms of skirts are
placed on the old style of dress-form the skirts
lose their required shape.

The object of this invention is to construct
an improved dress-form on which skirts with

stralght fronts and bulging sides and backs

may be supported so as to keep their proper |
shape; and for this purpose the invention con-
sists of an adjustable dress-form, the spring--
wire ribs forming the back part of said dress-

form being supported at their upper portion
by means of radial non-extensible braces and

‘having the upper part of the ribs forming the

sides and front of said dress-form supported

by slidable braces which readily adjust them-

selves to the straight shape of the front,
while the lower slldmO' bracesor stretchers are
made radially or otherwise adjustable 1n the
same manner as the corresponding braces or
stretcher - rods heretofore in use for dress-
forms. !

The invention consists, further, of an adjust-
able dress-form composed of an upright sup-

porting-standard, two groups of braces sup-

ported by blocks or sleeves sliding on said
standard, the side and rear braces of said
groups being single non-extensible pieces,
while the front groups are formed of two slid-
able parts, one part being

adapt themselves to the form of the skirts

having straight fronts and bulging sides and

backs and permit the form to hold the skirt
in a more satistactory manner than the dress-
forms heretotore in use.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

Consequently the old style.

ing guided on the body
portion of the other, so that the slidable braces

dress-form. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
section through Fig. 1,drawn on a larger

scale and showing clearly the arrangement of

the upper and lower braces of the dress-form

and connectlons therewith; and FIO‘ 3 1S a

plan view of Kig. 1.

Similar letters of reference mdmste corre-
sponding parts. g

Referring to the drawings, « represents an
upright standard which1s supported by a ped-
estal b of the usual construction.

¢ ¢ are two groups of braces which extend
from clips { on the ribs % % to the sliding
blocks or sleeves d @', that are supported on
the standard ¢ and held in place by means of
thumb-screws ¢ ¢. The position of the slid-
ing blocks d d' on the standard is varied, so
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as to conform to the size of the skirt to be

supported on the dress-form.

£ is a group of single upper braces or
stretchers which extend from the clips /' at
the upper ends of the ribs £ to the sleeve
that is elamped to the standard ¢ by the thumb-
screw ¢, while ¥ is a  group of stretchers
which extend from clips /* of the ribs £ to a
block or sleeve &’ on the standard «, said sleeve
@’ being clamped thereto by a thumb-screw
¢. The ribs 4 are made of spring metal,
preferably steel wire or round spring-steel, as
shown 1n the drawings, and more pertmuleﬂv
in Kig. 1, each rib £ extendmo‘ from the bot-
tom of the form ‘to the top thereof and down
again, the upper ends 7’ being connected by
clips 7/, which are promded with loops [,

| throucrh which a non-elastic encircling bend

or tape m is passed. Two of these bands or
tapes are preferably arranged on the dress-
form, one being located on the loops of the
upper clips /, while the other band passes
through loops of clips / below the upper clips
/. The adjacent intermediate portions of

“the ribs and the lower adjacent ends of the

same, respectively, are connected by clips
and Z‘r’, as shown clearly in Fig. 1. Thelower
braces or stretchers /' /' are connected with
the inwardly-projecting flange » of the clips
> and made in such a manner as to permit of
adjustment in radial direction, the adjustment
of said lower braces being controlled by
means of sliding friction-sleeves s, so that the

75

QO

95

100




I0

2.

shape and size of the lower part of the dress-
form can be varied to the desired size and
style of skirt. The non-elastic tapes or bands
m, which are passed through the upper and
intermediate loops of the connecting-clips 7',
are each provided with a scale divided into

inches for the purpose of measuring and con-
trolling the adjustment of the upper and mid-

dle portions of the dress-form, so that it con-

forms to the required size of skirt.
The new features of my improved dress-

form consist in makmﬂ' the rear and side

braces of the groups ¢ ¢ of one single wire
radially non-extensible and having each rod
of such length and so connected at its outer
end with the clips attached to the ribs % and

at its inner end connected with the proper
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sliding block on the standard ¢, cooperating
with said clips, that when the sliding blocks
are moved upwardly upon the said standard
a the rear and side braces or stretcher-rods

connected therewith are moved with them in
an upward and outward direction, causing

- the ribs 4, attached to the said rear and side
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braces, to be moved or pressed outwardly,
g1ving to the back and sides of the dress-form
the bulging or flaring shape desired, which
bulging or flaring shape can be controlled by
adjusting the sliding blocks connecting with
the rear and side braces upwardly or down-
wardly as the bulging effect is required to be
either greater or less. .

The front braces of the groups ¢’ are con-
structed of two slidable portions, which over-
lap and engage each other by eyes at their
ends, so as to permit the portions of the
braces to slide on each other for the purpose
of adjustment, as shown in Fig. 2. This con-
struction of the slidable front braces ¢’ ¢ per-
mits their shortening or lengthening, so that
they may be adapted to cotperate with the
sliding blocks and front ribs, to both of which
they are connected 1n such a manner as to im-
part to the back and side ribs a flaring or
bulging shape by the adjustment or moving
of the sliding blocks on the standard, while
the said front ribs take a position relatively
to the said back and side ribs that gives the
dress-form a flattened or straight shape in
the front to conform to the present prevail-
ing style of straight-front skirts as distin-

gulished from the form of the curved or bulg-

ing side and rear portions of the skirt. This
straight shape of the front of the dress-form
may be slightly altered by moving the sliding
adjusting-blocks ¢ &', to which the upper and

lower series of the said front braces are re-.

spectively attached, toward each other on the
supporting-standard until the inner ends of
the front braces, which are connected at their
outer ends to the front ribs of the frame, abut
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agalnst the crowns of the sliding blocks d &'
and produce.an outward pressure on the front
ribs, which results in giving the said ribs a
slightly outward bulging or curving shape at
their 1ntermediate portions, but without
changing the general flattened character or
form of the straight-front skirt supported on
the improved dress-form.

The lower series of sliding braces or
stretcher-rods f " are similar to the sliding
front braces ¢’ ¢ and are inwardly and out-
wardly adjustable and arranged to give the
desired position and inclination to the braces.
The upper slidable front braces, the upper
side and rear non-extensible stretcher-rods,
and the lower adjustable stretcher-rods are
made of such lengths that when the dress-
form is distended into proper shape and size
to conform to the shape of the skirt the dis-
tance of each rib from the supporting-stand-
ard ¢ and the sliding blocks thereon and the
lengths of the braces or stretcher-rods con-
necting said ribs with said sliding blocks or
sleeves is of less length at the front portion
of the dress-form and increases gradually at
the sides and rear of the dress-form, the great-

est distance from the central back rib to the

standard being at the rear portion and the
least distance from the central front rib to
the said standard, the corresponding ribs ar-

ranged on each 51de ot the form between the

central front rib and the central back rib be-
ing equal distances from the standard «, but
Increasing as the ribs are taken in order from
the front to the back of the dress-form. This
feature of my improved dress-form is clearly
shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings.
"Having thus described my Invention, I claim
as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
In a dress-form, the combination with a
standard and & plurality of ribs surrounding
the same, of a group of non-extensible braces
for supporting sald ribs at their upper or
walst portions, two groups of braces, an up-
per and lower group, for supporting.the mid-
dle portions of said ribs, each of said groups
consisting of extensible front and side braces
and non-extensible rear braces, said front and
side braces inereasing in lenﬂ'th from the front
toward the rear braces stretcher - rods for
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supporting the lower ends of said ribs, and

means for locking the upper braces, the inter-
mediate braces, and the stretcher-rods, to said
standard.

In testimony that I claim the foreﬂ'omcr QS
my 1nvention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscrlbmcr witnesses.

S OSCAR BORCHERT

‘Witnesses:

Hexry J. SUHRBIER,
J. HENRY (FLESSER.
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