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~and efficient device of this character adapted
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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it knownthat 1, Joserr WALTER ADAMS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Santa

- Ana, in the county of Orange and State of Cali-

fornia, haveinvented a new and useful Breech-
ing-Strap Holder, of which the following is a
specliication. -

This invention relates to an improved hold-
back or breeching strap retainer, and has for
its object to provide a simple, inexpensive,

to besecured to the thills of a carriage, wagon.
or other vehicle and by means of which the
breeching-strap may be securely held in posi-

tion thereon without the employment of snap-

hooké_, buckles, and similar auxiliary fasten-
ing devices. -
A further object of the invention is to pro-

- vide means for detachably securing the hold-

back to the thills' and means whereby the

holdback may be adjusted longitudinally on
the thills and clamped at any desired position

thereon. - - | .
A still further object is to provide the hold-

back with locking grooves or slots adapted to
recelve.the terminal tongues of a retaining-

strap, so that when said tongues are intro-
duced in the grooves or slots and the holdback

given a quarter-turn it will cause the strap to

engage the thill by frictional contact and clamp
the holdback in position thereon. -

- The invention also consists in the construc-
tion and novel combination of parts herein-
after fully described, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, and pointed out-in the
claims hereto appended, it being understood
that various changesin form, proportion, and

minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the spirit or sacri-

ficing any of the advantages of this invention.
In the accompanying drawings, Figurel is

- a side elevation of a holdback constructed in

accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a

~perspective view -of the same, illustrating the

manner of applying the holdback to the thill.
Kig. 3 is a perspective view of the bottom of

- the thill, showing the holdback clamped in

position thereon. Fig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tional view of Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 is a bottom

| plan view, partly in section. of a modified form

of the invention. |

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
INgs. | -

1 designates the thill; 2, the holdback-strap;
3, @ portion of the breeching, and 4 my im-
proved holdback. The holdback consists of
a flat elongated plate 5, formed of metal or
other suitable material, one end of which is

provided with a curved slot 6, defining an in-

tegral hook 7,adapted to engage the holdback-
strap 2.. The hook T is formed with an en-
largement or -hump 8 and a laterally-extend-
ing curved bill 9, a tongue 10 being formed
in the plate directly opposite the hump 8,
adapted to prevent accidental displacement of
the holdback-strap, as shown. The opposite

end of the plate 5 is preferably curved, as
shown at 11, and provided with oppositely-
~directed cam slots or grooves 12, adapted to

receive the terminal heads 13, of a retaining
band or strap 14. The heads 13 of the strap or
band are preferably curved, as shown, to con-
torm to the curvature of the slots 12. one end
of each of said heads being extended beyond
the strap to form a lip 14, and the opposite
end thereof bent at right angles thereto to
torm a locking-lug 15. The base of the slots

~or grooves 12 for a distance of slightly more

than the width of the strap 14 is made wide
enough to permit the easy insertion of the ter-
minal heads 13, the remainder of the slots be-
ing preferably only the width of the thickness

~of the strap, so as to prevent said heads from -
pulling out when Jocked in posiiion, as clearly

shown 1n Figs. 2 and 3 of the drawings. - Com-

municating with the base of theslots or grooves

12 are openings 16, adapted toreceive thé lugs
15, said lugs being adapted to engage the face
of the plate 5 and hold the band in position

- preparatory to locking the holdback to the

thill. Theplate5isprovided onitsupperside.,
and at one edge thereof, with an inwardly-
tapering rib or thickened portion 17, which
extends from one end of the plate to a point

-adjacent the cam-slots. 12, said rib being adapt-

ed to bear against the side of the thill“and

~space the hook T a short distance therefrom,
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10

proper position theréon.
tarning of ‘the plate5, so ‘as 'to ‘tighten the
band arid dause said plate to'assiime 1ts proper

so as to facilitate the introduction and removal
of the holdback-strap. . The tapering rib : 17
also prevents lateral dlsplacement of the plate

5 and relieves the fastening of a portion ot
the strain incident to the backw ard pull of the

draft-animal.

In attaching the holdback to the thill the

terminal heads 13 of the retaining-strap are
introduced in the cam-slots at the widest por-

tion thereof and given a slight turn, so as to
cause the lugs 15 to engage the plate and pre-

vent the straps from becommo' accidentally
displaced. The strap having the plate 5 at-

tached thereto is then slipped over the end of

the thill, with the plate arranﬂ'ed at right an-

oles thereto, as clearly shown in Fig. 9'of the

drawmﬂ‘s, and said plate adjusted 10110‘1131.1(11-
nally on the thill to the desir éd position, ‘after

“which ‘the plate is given a‘quaiter-turn in the
20

direction of the 131111] which causes the’ends

of thie strap 'to engage ‘the tapering ‘portions
of the slots 19° ‘wnd the lips 14" :and Tugs 15 to

bear against the top ot the plate, ‘as clearlv

shown i in Fig. 3, clamping the retaining-stiaps

to the thill and sécuring ‘the holdback in ‘the
To facilitate ‘the

'position on the thill, the terminal ‘heids 13‘of
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case of acmdent
“of the plate 5 'is'somewhat thicker than'the
other and provided with ‘a pair of spaced
overhanging ‘arms 18, between which ‘is piv-

“thill.
'son bécome loose, causing the platetoslide on
the ‘thill, the same may be quickly tightened
by moving said plate Iono*ltudma,lly on ‘the
thill and towaid the free end thereof, 5048 'to

the band ‘may be dmwn together and held
stationary with a pair of pincersor other todl
if ‘desired. To remove ‘the holdback,

1t 18

‘simply necessary ‘to Teverse ‘the ‘operation
above described, thereby permitting the plate

and strap to be readily detached from ‘the
Should the retaining-strap forany rea-

permlt the terminal ‘heads of 'the strap to en-

oage the reduced portion of ‘the cam-slots, s
| 'Wlll be Teadily understood..

In Fig. 5 T have illustrated amodified form

‘of the 1nventlon_adapted to 'automatically re-

lease or detach thednimal from ‘the thills in
In this instance one éend

" oted in any suitable méanner the strap-ergag-

the holdback-strap to tilt-said tongite and an--
55

60'~'in connection with the tapering slots for lock-

ing ‘the parts towether

“ing hook 7', so that in case of acmdent the

torward movement of the animal will cause

tomatically rélease the same. The cam slots
or grooves 12 are formed gradually tapering
from beginning to end dand without the com-

“mmunicating openings 16 for the reception’of

the lugs 15, the lip 14" being deemed sufficient

From the fore egoing description it'will be

Seenthat] have promded an exceedingly sim-
‘ple-and -inexpensive holdback capable of be- |

member
‘cam - slots
adapted to engage said cam-slots.

765,303

| ing readily and expeditiously attached to or
detached from the vehicle-thills and by means
of which the holdback-strap and breeching

may be securely retained in position thereon.

While I have illustrated for convenience '

the holdback attached to a single thill, it will
of course be understood 'that, In practice a
similar device will be attached in like manner
to the opposite shaft or thill of the vehicle.
In somie instances the tapering rib 17 may
be extended upwardly to form a thin plate
adapted to bear against the side or top of the
thill, so as to form an additional fastening for

the holdback and ‘thereby reduce the: Stram

on the retaining-strap.
Having thus described the invention, what
I claim, aid ‘desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 15—

1. A holdback'comprising a stiap-engaging
plate ‘having ‘oppositely- directed cam -slots,:
‘ftnd a thill- embr&cmcr strap engaging said ¢am-

slots.
9. A'holdback: ‘omprising ‘a plate provided

witha strap-engaging hook and ‘having oppo-
T_SItelv—duected cam-slots, and ‘a thlll-embrac-
g strap adapted to détaahablv ‘engage sald
*’cam-slots |
3. A Holdbsck ‘Gomprisinga plate provided

Witha strap-eéngaging hook and having oppo-
sitely:directeéd ‘éam-slots, ‘and ‘a thill- embrac---
| ing strap ‘provided with termirial hieads adapt-
ed to engage said cam-slots.

4, A holdback: comprising a plate provided
withan integral strap-engaging hook exteénd-

ing ‘in the same plane - thereW1th and ‘having

opposnsely directed ‘cam-slots, and a thill<em-
bracing strap adapted to engage said cam-

slots.
5. Aholdbick COI‘I]pI'ISIIlG' a plite provided

with'a strap-engaging ‘hookand having oppo-
's1tely directed cam-%lots, and a thill-embrac-
ing strap provided with curved terminal heads
‘?ada ted to-engage said cam-slots.

6. A holdback comnpr ising a plate provided
with'a Strap+en oaginghook and havinga thill-

embracing ‘strap detachably secured thereto

anidl plate and strap being provided with in-

terlocking parts.
7. A holdback comprising ‘a'ribbed strap-

engaging plate provided with slots, -and a thill-
embir acing strap having terminal heads adapt-
‘ed to engage said slots.

8. A holdback comprising a strap-engaging
provided ‘with oppositely -directed
and ‘a thill-embracing member

9. A holdback comprising astrap- ‘engaging

plate prowded with 0pp031tely-d1rected cam-
slots, openings formed 'in the plate and com-
-mitmnicating ‘with the base of said slots, and'a

.....

thill- embracmo' strap provided ‘with curved
terminal heads having outwardly-projecting
lugs'or lipsradapted to engage said cam-slots.

10. A holdback: comprising -a’ strap-engag-
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~ing plate provided with oppositely-directed

~curved tapering slots, and a thill-embracing:

IO

strap provided with curved terminal heads

adapted to engage said slots.

11. A holdback comprising a strap-engag-
ing plate provided at one edge with a taper-
ing rib or enlargement and having oppositely-
directed cam-slots formed therein, and a thill-
embracing strap engaging said cam-slots.

12. A holdback comprising a plate provided
at one end with a laterally-projecting strap-
engaging hook having an enlargement or

<

hump, a tongue formed integral with the plate

and disposed opposite said enlargement, op-

positely-directed cam-slots formed in the other

end of the plate, and a thill-engaging strap
engaging said cam-slots.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

o JOSEPH WALTER ADAMS.
Witnesses: -
C. E. PARKER, -
H. K. Sxow.
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