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‘the suit in any suitable manner.
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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I..J AMES MONROE DECKER,
of Chicago, inthe county ot Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Life-Saving Appliances: and
I do hereby declare that the followin oisa full,

clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,

which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
life-preserving applicances of that class de-
signed to be donned by a person when in im-
minent danger of being cast adrift in the wa-
ter; and the invention consists in the matters
hereinafter set forth, and more particularly
pointed out in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view of

a person equipped with my improved life-pre-
serving appliance. Fig. 2 is aside elevation.
Fig. 8 is a rear elevation with parts shown
in section. Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view of
the upper part of the body and showing the
means for closing the upper front part there-
of and showing in section the means for se-
curing the air-bags therein and the means for
inflating said air-bags. TFig. 5 is a fragmen-
tary sectional view of the hood which covers

the head and the upper part of the suit, show-

ing the collar, which fits closely around the
person’s neck. Iig. 6 is a fragmentary de-
tail illustrating the manner of connecting the
air nipples and tubes with the air-bags. Fig.

7 illustrates a detachable air-bag which may

serve as a pillow when a person is reclining
in the water. -
An appliance embodying my invention con-

‘sists of a one-piece suit consisting, in gen-

eral terms, of a body portion A, leg portions
B B, which terminate in integral coverings B’
tor the feet, arm portions C C, which termi-

nate 1n gloves C' to cover the hands, and a

hood D, which is made to cover the sides and
back of the head and is open at its front and
1s permanently secured to the upper part of
The suit is
provided at the sides of its body portion, be-
neath the arms, and at the sides of the leg
portions with pockets @ @ & b, within which

| are contained air-bags E F, respectively,
which are designed to be inflated after the

suit 1s donned, so as to impart sufficient
bouyancy to the suit to float the person

equipped with the suit. Said suit and the air-
bags may be made of any suitable flexible

‘and light material which is waterproof, such

as canvas properly treated to make it water-
proot, or rubber. Between the upper part of
the body portion and the hood and located
within the neck of the hood is a collar (r,
which is lined with lamb’s wool or like soft
yielding material and which is designed to sur-
round and fit closely about the neck of the
person and prevent water passing downwardly
into the suit. Said collar is provided with
buttons ¢ in front, by which it is fastened.
T'he suit is also provided with an opening at
its front, whereby the suit may be readily
donned, and said opening is closed by buttons
«', as clearly shown in Fig. 4, and said open-
Ing extends from the collar G+ to the crotch of
the garment. |

In order to prevent the entrance of water
through the buttoned front upper part of the
suit, this partof the suit is designed to be coy-
ered by a loose flexible front cover H, which
1s attached at its sides and bottom to the
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front of the body portion of the garment at -

the sides of the front opening from the neck
portion thereof to the crotch. The upper
margin of said flexible front cover H is pro-
vided with a draw-string 7, which also pref-
erably extends around the back part of the
collar, whereby said flexible front cover may
be closed and drawn closely about the neck,
as shown in Fig. 1, and thereby prevent ac-
cess of water to the front buttoned part of the
garment. Said loose front cover is made of
thin material, so that when closed it lies in
tolds against the front part of the garment,
and 1t is held closely in place by upper and
lower straps 4’ 4/, attached at their ends to
the garment on each side of said cover, and
provided with buckles, by which the same are
adjusted over the folded cover. By said straps
the garment may be fitted closely to the body
of the person. - -

The air-bags are provided with nipples ¢ 7,
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respectively, which extend through the walls
of the pocket and through the walls of the
air-bags. The nipples 7 of the lower air-
bags are connected by tubes F' with nipples

£ located adjacent to the nipplese of the up-

per air-bags, whereby all of the air-bags may
be inflated without the necessity of the per-
son assuming an unnatural position. Sald
tubes F' are detachably connected at their
upper and lower ends with the upper nipples
#" and the lower nipples 7, as clearly shown

~in Fig. 6, whereby should said tube become

20

ruptured or deteriorated it may be replaced
without removing the nipples 7 /.

Any suitable means may be employed for

inflating the air-bags. I have shown m Kig.

1 an air-bulb I for this purpose, having a tube

', which is provided at its end remote from
the bulb with a tapered tip <, adapted to fit
the tapered openings of the nipples ¢ /. It
is desirable that the interfitting connections

~ between said tube and nipples be made taper-
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ing, so that they may be readily fitted together

when the bags are to be inflated, as ordinarily
this work will be done in times of emergency,

when the use of a more complicated coupling

device would be attended with inconvenience,
not to mention dangerous delays which may
occur. | |

It may be desirable in some 1nstances to
provide a detachable air-bag H, (shown in
Figs. 2 and 7,) which may be attached to the
back of the suit, as shown in Fig. 2, to serve
as a head-rest when the person is lying on his
back in the water or which may be attached
to the front part of the body portion toserve
as a support for the chest when the person 1s
lying face downward in the water. The bag
H is attached to the suit by straps 4, Fig. 7,
which engage buckles Z on the suit. (Shown
in Fig. 3.) The air-bag may be held by the

hands in front of the body to serve as a rest.

for the chest.
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The arrangement of the air-bags with re-
spect to the garment may be varied and the

construction of the garment may be varied

without departing from the spirit of my 1n-

“vention, and I do not wish to be limited to

the illustrated arrangement except as herein-
after made the subject of specific claims.

I claim as my invention— |

1. A life-saving appliance, comprising a
suit made to cover the body, limbs and head,
and provided at its front with an opening
closed by buttons or the like, means for pre-
venting the water from entering the suit at
the front opening, pockets in said suit, air-
bags in said pockets and means for inflating
sald alr-bags.

0. A life-savingappliance comprising a con-
tinuous suit made to cover the body, limbs and
head, and provided at its front with an open-
ing closed by buttons or the like, means for
preventing water from entering the suit at the
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front opening, and inflatable air-bags attached
to the suit. |

3. A life-saving appliance comprising a
suit made to cover the body and limbs and pro-

vided with a hood or head - piece which fits

closely over the head and vith a collar just be-
low said hood or head-piece which is capable

of being opened at its front and is provided
with closing devices, the upper part of said

suit being provided with an opening and means
for closing said opening constructed to pre-
vent the entrance of water therethrough.

4. Alife-saving appliance comprising a con-
tintous suit made to cover the body, limbs and
head, a collar adapted to closely fit around the
neck, said suit being provided at its front with
an opening closed by buttons or the like, means
for preventing the entrance of water through
the front of the suit, pockets in said suit, air-
bags contained in said pockets and means for
inflating said alr-bags. _

5. A life-saving appliance comprising a
snit designed to cover the body, limbs and the
head and provided at its front with an open-
ing which is closed by buttons or the like, a
loose flexible front attached to its edges to the
tront of the body portion at each side of said
front opening and adapted to be folded over
said opening with the edges thereof drawn
closely about the neck, and inflatable air-bags
affixed to said suit. |

6. A life -saving appliance comprising a

suit designed to cover the body, limbs and

head, inflatable air-bags affixed to said suit at
the sides of the body portion and at the sides
of the leg portions, nipples for the upper air-
bags opening outwardly therefrom through
the front part of thesuit, nipples for the lower

air-bags, and tubes detachably connected at
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their lower ends with said nipples for thelower

air-bags and extending upwardly inside the
suit to points near the nipples for the upper
air-bags and are there connected with nipples
which extend outwardly through the front por-
tion of the suit. _

7. Alife-saving appliance comprising a con-
tinuous suit designed to cover the body, limbs
and head, pockets at the sides of the body por-

tion and at the sides of the leg portions of the.

suit, air-bags contained in saild pockets, nip-
ples tor the upper air-bags opening outwardly
through the suit, nipples for the lower air-
bags and tubes detachably connected at their
lower ends with said lower nipples, and which
are in turn connected at their upper ends with
nipples which open outwardly through the
body portion of the suit near the nipples for
the upper bags. |

3. Alife-saving appliance comprising a con-
tinuous suit made to cover the body, limbs
and head, a collar adapted to closely fit around
the neck, said suit being provided atits front
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with an opening closed by buttons or the like,

means for preventing the entrance of water
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through the front of the suit, inflatable air- | my invention I affix mV signature, in presence
bags affixed to said suit at the sides of the body | of two witnesses, this 20th day of June, A. D.
portion and at the sides of the leg portions, | 1903. - ”

and an air-bag adapted to be detachably fixed JAMES MONROE DECKER.
5 to the upper part of the body portion of the Witnesses:
suit to serve as a head-rest or chest-rest. ~ Wirriam L. Havr,

In testimony that I claim thé foregoing as (ZERTRUDE BRYCE.
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