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o all whom it may concern:
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Be 1t known that I, James P. CLARK, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Newark.
1n the county of Essex and State of New Jer-

sey, have invented certain new and useful Tm-

provements m Trunks; and I do hereby de-

clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same. reference

‘being had to theaccompanying drawings, and

- to the numerals of reference marlked thereon,
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which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain Improve-
ments 1n tranks, in which improvements are
employed certain detail constructions shown
and claimed.in my cotemporaneous applica-
tions having Serial Nos. 189,970 and 189,971,
respectively. - _

The object of this invention is to facilitate

~access to the contents of a trunk and to ob-

tain other advantages and results, some of
which may be referred to in connection with
the description of the working parts.

The invention consists in the improved
trunk and in the arrangements and combing-
tions of parts of the same. all substantially as
will be hereinafter set forth and hinally em-
braced in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several fig-
ures, Figures 1 and 2 are transverse vertical
sectional views of a trunk of my improved
construction, the section being taken at one
side of certain locking devices of the trunk,
as at line v, Fig. 3. the trunk being shown
closed in Fig. 1 and open in Fig. 9. Fig. 8
1s a detail front elevation of portions of the
lid and body and the locking devices thereof.
Fig. 4 is a section of the same taken at line
of Fig. 3, and Fig. 5 is a detail view illus-
trating the lower-tray catches hereinafter de-

seribed.

In said drawings, 10 indicates the body of

the trunk, and 11 is the lid or cover, hinged

at 12 to sald body in ahy usual manner. In
the interior thereof are cleats 13, on which
the trays 14 15 are supported, the lower tray

14 being suspended from the cleats by means
of angle-irons 16, the upper horizontal flanges
of which rest on said cleats in the usual man-
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ner, and the upper tray being directly seated

on sald cleats when the trunk is closed. The
upper tray is adapted to be raised pivotally
from its horizontal position on the cleat, turn-
ing on the hinge-pins 17, while the lower
tray also turns pivotally, the rear edges 18
of the flanged angle - irons 16 resting on the
cleats and serving as the pivotal bearings.
The catching means for holding the upper tray

| to the cover or lid when the latter is open, as

in Fig. 2, are clearly shown and described in
my cotemporaneous application, filed on even
date herewith, and is not described in detail
herein excepting to state that the locking-hasp
20, pivoted on said lid or cover and adapted
to enter into locked relation with the body of
the trunk to hold said lid and body together,
1S provided with a catching-finger 21, which
projects rearwardly from the hasp to enter
into catching relation with s codperating
catch 22 on the front of the upper tray 15.
The said catching-finger 21 is thrown to its
catching relation by a spring 23 and is thus
adapted to enter automatically into catching
relation when the tray is raised on its pivot
17. The tray-pivot 17 is eccentric to the lid-
pivot 12, and the parts are so related that
when the lid is lowered to its closed position
the catches 21 22 disengage, and when the lid
1s again raised the tray 15 remains on its seat
on the cleats 13 until lifted by hand. The
lower tray 14 is likewise provided with a catch
25, adapted to engage a codperating catch 26
on the bottom of the upper tray. The detail
construction and operation of these catches
are described in another cotemporaneous ap-
plication.

In this case I do not wish to be understood

‘as limiting myself to any detail construction

of the several catches, the invention herein
referring more particularly to the relation

and operations of the trays and catches oen-
erally.
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The catch 25 is preferably a Spring-con-

trolled hook, the hooked end 27, Fig. 5, of

which is rounded or beveled at its projecting
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extremity, so as to catch automatically upon
the cooperating catch 26 when the lower lid
is raised. Inasmuch as the tray 14 is free to
slide along on the cleats 13 at its pivot or tul-
crum 18 when opening or raising said tray,

the cooperating catch 26 is made of consider-
able length, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, to re-

ceive the hook at various points in its length.
Said long catch is preferably of sheet metal
bent longitudinally into the form ot a hook,
as in Fio. 5, where it is shown in endwise
perspective. The forward end of this long
catch 26 terminates at a point at which it will
permit of an automatic detachment of the
catches when the trays are lowered to the po-

sition of Fig. 1.

In practice on opening the trunk the lid is
unlocked in the usual manner, and the spring
93 not only detaches the hasp from the codp-
erating catch 29 of the body 10, butalso throws
the finger 21 inward, as will be understood
upon reference to Fig. 4; but its inward move-
ment is not to such an extent as to effect an
immediate engagement of the catches. The
lid or cover is then raised to give access to
the interior. Should 1 desire to open the

lower tray, the upper lid is opened pivotally

and thrown backward against the interior side

of the lid and automatically held 1n 1ts open |

position. Should I then wish to enter the bot-
tom of the trunk, I in like manner raise the
second or lower tray and throw it into catch-
ing relation to the upper tray, where 1t 1s
Lield in its raised position, permitting a free
examination of the contents of the bottom of
said trunk.
the trunk, and in doing so the catches releasc
when the said lid and the trays caught there-
to are at or nearly at their closed positions,
as above indicated. |
Should I prefer, I may so dispose the parts
in relation to one another as to maintain a
catching relation of the parts 18 21 when the

I may then lower the lid to close
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trunk is closed, and in this event a disengage-
ment of catch members may be effected by
pressing on the hasp, and thus disengaging
the catch members. |

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim as new 15—
1. The improved trunk comprising a trunk-

body and a 11d hinged thereon, and catch mem-
bers adapted to cooperate to fasten the lid
down upon the body, and upper and lower
trays pivotally arranged within said trunk,
the said trays having coéperating catch mem-
bers, the catch member of the lid having an
inwardly-extending finger adapted to engage
the upper tray to hold the same to the Iid, said
finger being adapted to be withdrawn from
said upper tray when the lid-catch is brought
into locking engagement with the body-catch
and to hold the two trays in their raised po-
sitions. sibstantially as shown and described.

9. The combination of the trunk-body and
its pivotal lid, the said body having a locking
member and the lid a pivoted hasp having a
finoer extending into the trunk, and a spring
adapted to throw said hasp from the catching
member of the body when unlocked and the
fincer into position to engage a tray when
said lid is open and the said tray is raised.

3. In a trunk, the locking-hasp adapted to
be attached to the lid and enter into locking
engagement with the body of the trunk, said
hasp having a finger adapted to enter the trunk
to engage a tray therein and having a spring
adapted tosimultaneously throw the hasp from
the trunk-body and the finger into position to
receive the tray, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 31st day of

December, 1903. |
JAMES P. CLARK.

Witnesses:
| CrarLEs H. PELL,
Rossernt M. KvereETT.
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