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No. 765,12%.

UNITED STATES

Patented July 12, 1904.

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES P. CLARK, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THE
R. NEUMANN HARDWARE COMPANY, A CORPORATION OF NEW _

JERSEY. '

CATCH FOR TRUNKS, &c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 765,127, dated July 12, 1904.
Application filed January 21,1904, Serial No. 189.970. (No model

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Jamzs P. CLARK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and usefu] Im-
provements in Catches for Trunks, &e.; and

I do hereby declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the Invention.

such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the sanie,

reference being had to the accompanying

drawings, and to figures of reference marked

thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. |

This invention relates to catches adapted to
be employed in connection with trunks and
their trays—such, for example, as shown in
my cotemporaneous application, Serial No.

189,972, filed on even date herewith, although
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my improvements herein described may be
employed in other relations and under other
conditions not specified in said cotemporane-
ous application. |

The objects of this invention are to provide
an Inexpensive catch which will permit one
pivotally-movable part to be easily and surely
caught upon and held to another pivotally-
movable part arranged to work on a center of
movement eccentric to that of the first and to
secure other advantages and results, some of
which may be hereinafter referred to in con-
nection with the description of the working

parts.
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Theinvention consists in the im proved catch
and in the arrangements and combinations of
parts of the same, all substantially as will be
hereinafter set forth, and finally embraced in
the clauses of the claim. -_

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like figures of reference indicate cor-
responding partsineach of the several lgures,
Eigure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a trunk
having my improved catch. Fig. 2 is a detail
perspective view of one of the catch members.
Fig. 3 is an elevation of the other of the catch

- members applied to the front board of a tray,

as at 17, to permit of the

and Fig. 4 is a plan of the parts shown in
Kig. 3. |

In said drawings, 5 indicates the body, and
6 the lid or cover, of a trunk, and 7 and 8 are
the upper and lower trays, lying in or in con-
nection with the upper part of the body. Said
trays are adapted to be raised pivotally, the
upper trey being hinged or pivoted, as at 9,
to the rear of the trunk-body and the lower
tray having bearings on the cleats 10, as at
11, so as to turn on said bearings when the
front part of the tray is raised. The npper
tray at the front is adapted to be raised from
the trunk-body and fastened to the open lid
or cover, as shown in Fig. 1, the cobperating
catching parts on the tray and cover being of
any sultable construction, but preferably such
as shown herein and claimed in my copending
application, Serial No, 189,971, filed on even
date herewith. Because of the looseness of
the bearings of the lower tray, such looseness
being desirable because of the variety 1n quan-
tity and kind of matters to be paclked therein,
the pivotal action is irregular. rendering the
engagements of the cosperating catching parts
of the catch, hereinafter more tully referred
to, stationed on the trunk parts opposite the
hinges or pivotal bearings 9 11 of the trays,
correspondingly irregular. To provide a
catch which will meet the req uirements, I have
provided the catch members 12 13, the first of
which is secured to the bottom of the upper

| tray, so that when the said tray is raisec, as

in Fig. 1, it will present its catching means
to the-second catch member when ‘the latter
18 lifted with the lowertray. Said eatch mem-
ber 12 comprises a long piece of sheet metal
bent longitudinally, as shown in Fig. 2, to

form a long hook 14 to receive the colper-

ating catching - hook 15 of the member 13
and a flange 16, adapted to rest against the
face of the tray. Said ange 1s perforated,
member being fas-
tened to said tray. The second catech mem-
ber 13 is fastened to the front face of the lower

| tray and has its projecting spring-controlled
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hook 15 extend beyond the upper edge of the
tray, as in Fig. 3, to engage the hook 12.
Said catch member 18 comprises a sheet-metal
box or casing 18, suitably flanged, as at 19,
to permit an easy fastening to the tray, the
lever-like hook 15 being fulerumed at 20, so
as to move in a plane parallel with the 1front
face of the tray and at right angles to the
long hook 12, whereby it is adapted to engage
the said long hook at any point in the length

of said hook, the said long hook belng sta-

tioned on the bottom of the tray at right an-
oles to the axes of movement of the two sald
trays. Said hook 15 at its end opposite the
catching extremity 21 is bent or extends at
richt angles to the plane of movement re-
terred to and lies in a segmental slot 22, pro-
jecting therethrough, to provide a finger-ex-
tension 28, whereby said hook may be turned
from catching engagement by the finger. A
spring 24 within the box or case 13 1s adapt-
od to throw said hook into catching posi-
tion to effect an automatic catching when the
tray 8 is raised against the upper tray, as n
Fig. 1, the forward catching extremity ot the
hook being beveled or rounded, so that the
said hook will pass into catching engagement
when the members are brought into contact.
The sides of the trunk limit the endwise move-
ment of the tray 8, so that the hook 15 1s held
in a path leading to the long hook 12.

To
trays when the latter are turned down to their
normal positions within the trunk-body, the
long catch member 12 is open ab 1ts forward
end, as at 25, and thus the eccentrically-mov-
ing trays are or may be detached whenat the
lower limits of their movements, the hook 15
sliding along the hook 12 as the pivotal move-
ments progress and finally out from engage-
ment at the opening 25, thus permitting the
upper tray or pivotal part to be raised sub-
sequently without at the same time 1SING
the lower tray S.

I am aware that various changes may be
made in the construction of my improved
catch without departing from the spirit or
scope of the invention.

permit an automatic uncatching of the

765,127

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new 1s— |

1. The improved catch herein described,
comprising a long, hook-shaped member, anc
a second member comprisinga casing, a hook
and a spring adapted to throw said hook 1nto
catching engagement with the long hook and
the said long hook permitting a sliding of the
spring-controlled hook thereon, substantially
as set forth. |

9. The improved catch comprising a sheet-
o

metal member having along hook-shaped bend
or part open at one end, and a second mem-
ber comprising a casing, lever-like hook and
spring, substantially as set forth.

3. The improved catch comprising a mem-
ber having a long catching part presenting a
slideway for a second catch member, and an
opening permitting a detachment of catching
means at the end of the slideway, and said sec-

ond cateh member comprising a casing and a
Thook on said casing movableat right angles to

the long catching part. |

4. The improved catch herein described,
comprising a member having a long hook
forming a slideway and having an open end
and a second cooperating hooked member
adapted to spring into hooked relation to the
first member and slide lengthwise thereon and
out or away therefrom through said open end,
substantially as set forth. | |

5. The improved catch herein described,
comprising a member having a long hook
forming a slideway and having an open end,
and a codperating member consisting of a box
having a segmental slot, a lever having a fin-
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ger part at one end in sald slot, and a hookat 85~

the other end, and a spring arranged in said
box and pressing on said lever to normally
hold the hooked end in catching position, sub-
stantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 31st-day of

December, 1903. |
- JAMES P. CLARK.

Witnesses:
Cuarres H. PELr,
Russern, M. EvERETT.
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