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To all whom it mary concern:

Be 1t known that I, Lewis M. LArRrOwWE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mun-
cle, In the county of Delaware and State of In-

5 diana, have invented a Building-Block, of
which the following is a specification.

- My invention has relation to Improvements
1n building-blocks: and it consists in the con-
struction and arrangement of parts, as will be

10 hereinafter deserlbed andpertmularly pomted
out out in the claim.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an artifi-
cial stone constructed in accordance with my
invention. Fig. 2 1sabottom plan view there-

15 of. FHig. 3 1s a rear elevation. Fig. 4 is an
eleva,tlon of one end of the block: and Fig. 5
1s a section on line 5 5, Fig. 1.
Referring to the ﬁcrures of the drawings by
numerals of reference, 1 represents my im-
20 proved building-block, which may be con-
structed in any suitable form. In the present
instance the same is shown in rectangular
shape. I provide the front face 2 with any
desired ornamental pattern, such as an imita-
25 tion of roughly-dressed stone., having a sur-
rounding smooth marginal ed{re portion. At
the opposite ends of the block 1 provide en-
larged square recesses 3, having surrounding
marcrmal edge portions. In the bottom of the
30 block I promde a rectangular recess 4, which
- ‘extends lonaitudinallv across the bottom of
the block and which is provided with a nar-
row marginal edge portion surrounding the
same. On the rear portion of the block I
35 provide longitudinal grooves 5, which are ar-
ranged one ebove the . other, said orooves be-
ing censtrueted to extend throucrh the ends of
the block. If Iso elect, I may provide the
rear face with trensverse grooves 6, which
40 cross or intersect the grooves 5.

The block herein described is preferably
constructed by providing a mold having the
bottom thereof carved to produce the des1red
ornamental front face of the block. A mix-

45 ture 7, of sand, cement, and water, is then

placed in the mold to form the front face of
the stone. A second mixture 8, of sand, ce-
ment, and water, but containing a greater
proportion of sand than the mixture 7, is then
placed 1 the mold and upon the layer form-
ing the front face of the block. Subsequent
to this operation broken stones 9 are placed
within the mold and are tamped, so as tomix
with a portion of the second layer 8. This
mixture of stone, sand, cement, and water
forms the rear and major portion of the arti-
ficial stone. The mold is, as is obvious, so
shaped as to form the recesses 3 and 4. The
grooves 5 are formed by means of a trowel
or follower of suitable construction. After

the block has been molded the same is put

aside to dry and is then ready for use.

In using the blocks they are placed one upon
the other, as ordinarily, and cement or mor-
tar is placed in the recesses 3 and 4 and per-
mits the blocks to bear directly upon each
other and at the same time to be bound firmly
together. Plaster can be directly applied to
the blocks and will be anchored within the
grooves 5. Beams, joists, or other desired ob-
jects can be placed within the recesses 6.
The block i1s extremely inexpensive, durable,
and attractive and when used materially re-
duces the cost of a structure by the saving in
cost of the blocks and the amount of mortar
employed.

In the foregoing description 1 have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but Ido
not Itmit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therem without
departing. from the spirit or sacrificing any of
the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
serve the right tomalke such changesas fairly
fall within the scope of my invention.

Having thusdescribed the 1nvent1011 whatis
claimed as new 1s—

A building-block comprising a body por-
tion, having a projecting roughened front face
surrounded by a narrow marginal edge sur-
face, squared recesses at opposite ends of the
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block and longitudinal grooves on the rear In testimony whereof I affix my signatﬁre in
face of the block which extend through the | presence of two witnesses. -

ends of the same, and a rectangular recess R _ '

formed in the bottom of the block and extend- LEWILS M. LARROWE.

1ng longitudinally across thesame and having Witnesses: |
a narrow marginal edge portion, substantially - Wirniam K. McDowEeLL,
as specified. | - T. P. McCorbp.
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