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To all whom it ma 1/ COMCErT:

Be1t known thatI, THoMAS IsLey GRIFFITH,
a, citizen of the Unlted States of America, re-

siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-

011en§r and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

1n Catamenial Sacks, of which the following
1S a specification, reterence being had therein |

to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in catamenial sacks de-
signed to be worn by women during the pe-

Ilcd of menstruation; and one of the main ob-

jects of my invention 1s the construction of a

device of this nature which may be worn with-

out any discomfort to the wearer and which
18 provided with means for holding an absorb-
ent to receilve and retain the d1sch‘u‘0*e from
the cavity or vagina, the holdine means for
the absorbent being so constructed as to per-

mitb its ready and easy detachment, whereby
“the absorbent may be renewed w1thcnt dif-

ficulty or inconvenience. .

Another principal object of my invention
1s to construct a device of this nature reacly
adjustable, so as te conform to different-sized
bodies, the adjustable means being so situated

as to permit of the adjustment thter' the de-

vice has been secured in position upon the
body, whereby the wearer may adjust so as to
obtain absolute comtort from the device.
With the above and other objects in view
the Invention consists in the novel construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,
as will ‘be hereinafter more specifically de-

scribed and then particularly pointed out in
the accompanying claims.

In describing the invention in detfnl refer-
ence will be h‘Ld to the accompanying draw-

ings, torming a part of this application, and

wherein like numerals of reference will be
employed for designating like parts through-
out the different views ct the drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 1s a detail perspective view of my
1n1pr0ved supporter, showing the belt par-
tially broken away. Fig. 2isatopplanview
of the same, and Kig. 3 is & cross-sectional
view with the belt removed and the absorbent

5¢ holder partly broken away.

.......

‘have the same adjusted neatly to the

A very desirable feature in connection with
cdevices of this character has been to provide
a support or sack which may be worn with-
out galling the wearer or be bulky, so as to
cause dlscorn:tmt One of the essential fea-
tures in my construction is the holder for the
absorbent material, whicli holder I form of
surtable netting, the mesh of which may be
of any desired size, and in order to decrease
the bulk of this holder to as great an extent
as possible I preferably construct the same of
silk or of other material which will not give
discomfort to the wearer. . Another desider-
atum In the construction cf such deviees is to
body.
With the construction of my improved device
I may apply the belt direct to the body under-
neath the corset or other garments, and as the
holding-mesh is ELdJuSt‘Lbly connected to the
belt both at the front and at the rear, it may
be readily adjusted to any desired poeltlcn

In carrying out my invention I provide an
elongated picce of webbing 1, preferably com-
posed of sillk, though cotton or other material

may be employed. A silk webbing is, how-
ever, preferable, as 1ts smooth texture affords

more comfort to the wearer than a coarser

fabric. This webbing is of a sufficient width

to hold therein a quantity of absorbent mate-

rial, such as medicated cotton or the like, that

18 held by means of the webbing in cloee con-
tact with the vagina, whereby to receive the

discharge. This holdan—wcb 1s adapted to
pass between the limbs of the wearer, and at
the rear 1t 1s attached
2, and 1ts forward end is connected to a flexi-
ble fastening-bar 3. In the present illustra-
tion 1 show this fastening-bar 8 provided
with socket members 4 for engagement with
buttons or headed studs 5, carried by a flexi-
ble cross-piece 6. It will of course be evi-
dent that equivalent fastening means to that
herein shown and described may be em' ployed
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention in this perticnler the principle being
to provide means whereby the holding- Web
may be reaclily fastened and unfastened at the
front. The flexible bar -6 has straps 7 at-
tached thereto to form loope which ecarry
rings or eyes 8, th‘Lt recelve the adjustable

to a flexible cross-bar
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straps 9, one end of which 1s attached to the
tfront member 10 of the belt and the other
ends of which are attached to the adjusting-
buckles 11. By the employment of this form
of buckles, which are of open-link form with
a central cross-bar, it will be observed that
the straps 9 may be shortened or lengthened
as may be desired by the wearer. The front
member 10 of the belt 1s provided near each
end with an opening,
ings are passed the belt-straps 12, one end of
which 1s attached to the rear member 14 of

the belt and the other endsof which are adapt-

ed to be tied together at the back, as shown.
It will of course be evidentthat this construe-

~ t1on could be reversed without departing from
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the principle of securing the devwe—tlnt 18,
the rear member 14 could have the openings
to receive the belt-straps, with the other ends
of the said straps attached permanently to the
front member 10, and thus permit of the
tying of the ends in front instead of in the
rear. The employment of these belt-straps of
such length as to permit their being returned
around the waist and tied enables me to se-
curely fasten the device without the use of
any buckles, which would be Liable to cause in-
convenlence to the wearer. The rear flexi-
ble cross-bar 2 also has loops 15 connected
thereto, which carry eyes or rings 16 to re-
ceive the adjusting-straps 17, one end of which
1s attached to the rear member 14 and the
other end of which 1s connected to the adjust-

1ng-buckles 18, whereby the device may also

be adjusted at the rearaswell as at the front.

The employment of a webbing for the hold-
ing means enables me to hold the absorbent
material in proper position without produc-

ing any bulk between the limbs of the wearer

which would cause inconvenience. When the
absorbent material becomes impregnated, it
may readily be removed and another supply
placed In position by simply unfastening the
webbing at the front. This holder being
made of webbing also enables me.to hold the
absorbent material more securely, as said ma-

terial will project into the mesh of the web-

bing, and thereby be prevented from displace-
ment. | |
While 1 have herein shown and described

the invention in detail as it is practiced, yet

55

1t will be evident that various changes may

be made 1n the details of construction with-
out departing from the general spirit of the
imvention.

and through these open-
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Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claimas new, and desire to secure byLettels

Patent, 1s—
1. In a device of the character desecribed the

combination with a helt adjustable to differ-

ent sizes, rigid front and rear members con-
nected by said belt, vertical adjustable sup-
porting means mounted on said front and rear
members, a flexible member carried by said
rear members, a flexible fastening member
carried by the forward members provided
with sockets therein, a second flexible mem-
ber having means thereon adapted to engage

1n sald socket, and an open-mesh web secured

to said rear member and detachably secured
between the front flexible members, substan—
tially as described.

2. Inadevice of the character described the
combination with a belt of rigid rear and
front members connected thereby, vertical ad-
Justable supporting means secured to said
last-named members, flexible means carried
thereby and an open-mesh web permanently
securecd to one of said flexible members and
detachably secured to the other thereof, sub-
stantially as described. |

3. A device of the type set forth compris-
ing a pair of oppositely-disposed rigid sup-
porting members of an arch shape to conform
to the body of the wearer, a pair of independ-
ently-mounted supporting means secured ad-
jacent the extremities of each of said mem-
bers, a flexible fastening member horizontally
cisposed and connected to the ends of each
bear of said supporting members, and a web
rigldly secured to one of said fastening mem-

of each of said rigid supporting members.

4. A device of the type set forth compris-
ing a-palr of oppositely-disposed rigid for-
ward and rear members, a fastening member
acljustably secured by its ends to each of said
rigid members, a web rigidly secured to one
of the last-named members, and detachably
securect to the other thereof, and a belt se-
cured intermeciate its.ends to each of said

rigid members, for adjusting the same about
the body of the wearer. |

In testimony whereof I afix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS ISLEY GRIFFITH.

Witnesses:

A. M. WriLson,
H. H. Horxixs.
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bers and detachably secured to the other fas-
tening member, and a belt secured to the ends
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