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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Perer MATUSAK, a citi-

zen of the United States of America, residing
‘at Greensburg, in the county of Westmore-

land and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Rail-
Joints, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the aCcCcom-
panying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and

useful Improvements in rail-joints, and has.

for its object the provision of novel means
whereby two sections of rails may be securely
interlocked, thereby dispensing with the use
ot fish-plates. |

My invention further aims to provide a rail-
joint that may be easily placed in position and
readily removed when the occasion requires:
furthermore, one that will be extremely sim-
ple in construction, strong, durable, compara-

- tively inexpensive to' manufacture, and highly

efficient 1n its use.
In describing the invention in detail refer-

~ence 1s had to the accompanying drawings,
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forming a part of this application, and where-
1n like numerals of reference indicate like
partsthroughout the several views, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of two sections
of rails placed in position with my improve-
ments attached thereto.
view thereof. TFig. 3 is a fragmentary per-
spective view of the male member of the rail.

Fig. 4 1s a similar view of the female mem-

ber of the rail. Fig. 5 is an underneath plan
view of a part of the male member of the rail.
IF1g. 6 1s a side elevation of a modified form
of joint. Fig. 7 is a side elevation of the
male member thereof. Fig. 8 is a like view
of the female member. Fig. 9 is an under
plan view of the male member: Fig. 10 is a
plan view of the female member. Figs. 6, 7,
8, 9, and 10 all relate to a modified form of
my mvention. ' |

In the drawings the cross-ties are repre-
sented by reference-numeral 1. 2 represents
the male member of the rail, and 3 the female
member. The latter at its meeting end is
provided with a cut-away portion forming a
seat 4, which is formed in the enlarged por-

50 tion 5 of the web of the rail.

member to the base-
Fig. 2 is a top plan |

6 6 are upwardly-extending lugs having
beveled upper faces, and between the-Iugs a
supplemental seat 7 is formed, which is ar-
ranged upon a plane slightly higher than the
seat 4. 'These lugs carry on their outer faces
beveled walls 8, forming a V-shaped recess
and a V-shaped seat 9, formed centrally upon
the base-flange 10 of the rail, said base-flange
having formed therein notches 11 for the re-
ception of spikes 12 or other suitable fasten-
Ing means.. |

The male member 2 of the rail is formed
with a hook portion 14, which is adapted to
rest in the seat 4 of the female member, and
also carries a downwardly-extending lug 15,
the latter being adapted to engage in the seat
7, formed between the lugs 6. Thismale mem-

“beralso carries a V-shaped projection 16, which

1s secured adjacent to the beveled sides 8 and
aclapted to rest upon the seat 9 of the base-
ange, the base ends of the rails being adapted
to abut against each other. _

In the modified form shown in Figs. 6, 7,
3, 9, and 10 of the drawings I dispense with
the V-shaped projection 16 and the V-shaped
recess 8 and extend the downwardly-extend-
ing lug to the base-flange of the rail and cor-
respondingly extend the seat 7 in the female
ange of the rail. I also
provide the joint with nuts and bolts.

The operation of my improved rail-joint

‘will be apparent from the foregoing desecrip-

tion, taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, and it will beseen that the parts
will interlock in a manner that will prevent
both the lateral and longitudinal movements
of the rails. | |

It will be obvious that various slight changes
may be made in the details of construction
without departing from the general spirit of
my invention. o e R

Having fully described’my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— o |

1. In a rail-joint, the combination of a rail
carrying amale member,ahook portion carried
by said rail, a downwardly-extending flange
under said hook portion, an outwardly-ex-
tending V-shaped flange, a female.member

having a cut-away portion formiffg a seat to
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engage said hook portion of the malemember, | to receive the hook portion of the male mem-
upwardly-extending beveled lugs having an | ber, and having seats, one of which receives
opening formed therebetween to receive said | the downwardly-extending part of the hook 15
downwardly-extending lug of the male mem- | portion and the other of which receives the

5 ber, said female member having a V-shaped | downwardly-extending flange carried by said
seat and adapted to engage the V-shaped pro- | hook portion, substantially as deseribed.
jection of the male member, substantially as In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

described. the presence of two witnesses. |
9. In a rail-joint, the combination with a PETER MATUSAK.
10 male member carrying a hook portion, and a | . Withesses: '
downwardly-extending flange carried by the D. J. SNYDER,

hook portion, of a female member cut away J. . BEarTY.
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