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- provement.
-section of the same on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1
Fig. 8 1s a perspective view of one of the
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, CHARLES M. KREBS a

citizen of the United States, and a resmlent of

New Albany, in the county of Floyd and State
of Indiana, haveinvented a new and Improved
Parquetry FKloor, of which the following 1s a
full,.clear, and exact deserlptlon

The ob]ect of. the 1mnvention is to provide a

new and improved parquetry floor which is.

simple and durable in construction, not liable
to warp or become disjointed, adapted to be
convenlently and quickly laid on an old or
new wood subfloor, and arranged to allow
secure natling of the blocks and securing of
other exposed parts in such manner that no

nails or other fastening devices will be ex-
-posed to view, and to all

ow complete finish-
ing of the parts of the floor at the shop, so
that after assembling the parts an exceed-
Ingly even and level surface is produced and
no further planing, scraping,
puttying, or varnishing is necessary.

The invention consists of novel features

~and parts and combinations of the same, as
will be more fully deseribed hereinafter and

then pointed out in the claims.
A practical embodiment of the invention is

‘represented in the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts.in all the views.

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the im-
Fig. 2 1s an enlarged transverse

blocks. Fig. 4 is a sectional side elevation of
the same. Fig. 5 1s an enlarged cross-section
of the improvement on the line 5 5 of Fig.
1. Hig. 6 1s a perspective view of the re-
tainer for holding the finishing or filling strips

‘1n position, and Fw 71s an enlarcred CTOSS-
-section of the skeleton frame.
The parquetry floor is laid on an ordmarv‘

old or new subfloor A, usually made of floor-
boards, and on thissub

B of considerable length and sholt transverse

bars B, extending at right angles from one

bar B to the next adncent one, and the said

50 longitudinal bars B are preferlably_ placed

sandpapering,

oor A is placed an open
. Or skeleton frame formed of longitudinal bars

..1

crosswise of the floor-boards, as plainly indi-
cated in” Fig. 1. In order to give consider-
‘able bearing-surface to the skeleton or open
frame, the bars B are preferably provided
on their sides with lips upon which are fitted
the ends of the cross-bars B’ (see Tigs. 1, 5,
and 7) to produce an exceedmo“ly strono

and durable joint between the bars B and B

of this open or skeleton frame. The open
frame supports parquetry blocks C,preferably
madesquare and each formed of layers glued
together -and having their grains extend-
ing at right angles one to the other, and
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edch block 18 fmmed on each of its 51des with

a tongue or flange ' in such a manner that
each Iaver contmbutes about one-half to the
formation of the tongue, as plainly indicated
in Kig. 4. FKach block C corresponds in size
to the mesh of the open or skeleton frame,
and the short bars B’ may be readily adjusted

lengthwise to insure proper fitting of the

blocks in the skeleton frame, and when a

-block 1s placed in position then its lower por-
tion extends into the mesh and the tongues

(' rest on the bars B B’ of the framework—
that 1s, each tongue C' extends about half-
way across the width of a bar—so that the
tongues of adjacent blocks abut or touch on
the sides of adjacent blocks. The blocks are

secured in place by nails D, driven through

_reo'lstermw recesses C” of the abuttmo* tongues

(' in such a manner that the head of each
nail engages a countersink on both abutting
tongues, thus holding adjacent blocks in place
on the skeleton frame and holding the abut-
ting edges of adjacent blocks down to the
same plane. Kach nail D is driven into the
corresponding bar B or B’ and is preferably
of such a length as to enter the subfloor A,
and thereby fasten the bars B and B’ of the
skeleton frame in position relative one to the
other and securely to the subfloor A. (See Figs.
2 and . 5.)  The longitudinal and transverse

spaces above the tongues and between the up-
‘per portions of adjacent blocks are filled with

inishing or filling strips E and E', covering

the _tono ues and the heads of the naﬂs D, (see

Fig. 2,) and the strips K are prefer ably held
In position by secret retainers K in the shape
ot flat plates or disks (see Fig. 6) itting into
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horizontal recesses cut in the ends of the
SuI‘lpS and in the'corners of the adjacent blocks

. sothatthe latter hold the retainers against
movement in any direction, and the retainers
in turn hold the strips E in place without the
use of nails or like fastening devices extend-
ing to the upper face of the flooring. 1 do
not limit myself, however, to the arrangement
of filling-strips and retainers shown and de-
scribed, as the same may be varied without
deviating from my invention.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the
blocks C are solely supported in the open or
skeleton frame, and the latter 1s supported on

the subfloor and fastened thereto to readily
‘bridege over any slight inequalities that may
‘be in the surface of the subfloor, and hence

the open or skeleton frame produces a firm
level surface for the support of each individ-
ual block, and consequently the latter present
an exceedingly even and level surface.

The filling-strips E E' may be of the same
or of different material or color as the blocks

C, and as the strips form borders for the

blocks it is evident that the appearance ot the

parquetry floor is greatly enhanced.

By the arrangement described the several
parts of the parquetry floor can be completely
ﬁnlshed 1n the shop and assembled on the sub-
oor and fastened in place as described, so
that after the parts are assembled no nails or
fastening devices are lexposed to view and no
further planing, scraping, sandpapering, put-
tying, or Vermshlno 1S 1equlred

Having thus described my invention, I claim

" asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

40

1. A parquetry floor comprising an open or
skeleton frame formed of longitudinal and
transverse bars, blocks having tongues about
midway between their upper and lower faces,
sald tongues resting on the top of the bars of
the open frame, the bottom portions of the

blocks extending into the spaces or meshes in
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the open frame, and finishing-strips fitting the
spaces between the top portions of adjacent

‘blocks and covering the tongues thereof, as
set, forth.

2. A parquetry floor comprising an open
frame formed of longitudinal and transverse
bars, blocks having tongues on all sides mid-
way between thelr upper and lower faces,
said tongues being adapted to rest on the bars
of the frame,the blocks having their lower por-
tions extending into the open spaces or meshes
of the frame and the upper block portions ex-
tending above the top of the frame, and filling-
strips for filling the spaces formed above the
tongues and between the sides of the upper
portions of adjacent blocks, as set forth.

3. A parquetry floor, comprising an open
or skeleton frame formed of longitudinal and
transverse bars, blocks having on all sides
tongues resting upon and secured to the bars
of the foundation-trame, said tongues being

below the upper face of the blocks to form

764,948

spaces between the several blocks, and filling-
strips in the said spaces and covering the
tongues of the blocks, as set forth.

4. A parquetry floor, comprising an open

or skeleton foundation-frame formed of longi-
tudinal and transverse bars, composite blocks

having tongues midway between their upper

and lower feees,, said tongues having vertical
recesses, nails driven through the registering

recesses of abutting tongues into the bars of

the frame, filling-strips fitting in the spaces
between the top' portions of the acljacent
blocks and covering the tongues thereof, and
secret fastening devices for securing the fill-
ing-strips 1n plece as set forth.

5. A parquetry floor comprising an open
frame, blocks having tongues on all sides and
adapted to rest on the bars of the frame, the
blocks having their lower portions extending
into the open spaces or meshes of the frame and
the upper block portions extending above the
top of the frame, filling-strips 101 1lling the
spaces formed above the tongues and between
the sides of the upper portions of adjacent
blocks, and fastening devices for securing the
tongues in position on the frame-bars, the
salid devices being covered up by the filling-
strips, as set forth.

6. A parquetry floor comprising an open
frame, blocks having tongues on all sides and
edepten to rest on the bars of the frame, the
blocks having their lower portions extending
into the open spaces or meshes of the frame
and the upper block portions extending above
the top of the frame, filling-strips for filling

the spaces formed by the tongues and be-

tween the sides of the upper portions of ad-
jacent blocks, and secret retainers engaging
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the blocks and the filling-strips, for holding

the latter in place, as set forth.

7. A parquetry floor comprising an open
frame formed of longitudinal and transverse
bars,” blocks formed of layers and having
tongues on all sicdes saic tongues being formed
by a portion of each layer and adapted torest
on the bars of the frame, the blocks having
their lower portions extending into the open
spaces or meshes of the frame and the upper
block portions extending above the top of
the frame, filling-strips for filling the spaces
formed above the tongues and between the
sides of the upper portions of adjacent blocks,
and means for fastening the filling-strips in
position on the open frame, as set forth.

8. A parquetry floor comprising an open
frame, blocks having tongues on all sides and
adapted to rest on the bars of the frame, the
blocks having their lower portions extending
into the open spaces or meshes of the frame
and the upper block portions extending above
the top of the frame, filling-strips for illing
the spaces formed above the tongues and be-
tween the sides of the upper portionsof adl-
jacent blocks, and retainers in the shape of

plates, engaging recesses in ‘the corners.of
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adjacent blocks and recesses in the ends of the
filling-strips, as set forth.

9. A parquetry floor, comprising an open
foundation-frame formed of longitudinal and
transverse bars, blocks provided with tongues
resting upon the bars of said frame and se-
cured thereto, filling-strips fitting the spaces
between the top portions of adjacent blocks
and covering the tongues thereot, said strips

1o having recesses in their ends, and retaining- |

plates engaging the recesses of the said strips, -
as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

CHARLES M. KREBS.

Witnesses:
MERRITT ROGERS,
ABrAAM WILLIAMS.
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