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(No model,)

To all whom it may concern:
Be1it known that I, THoMAS PARNELL DoT.AN,

‘a citizen of the United States, and a 1‘esident
of Houtzdale, in the county of Clearfield and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
ancd Improved Filing-Cabinet, of which the
following i1s a full, cle‘u, ancl e\tact descrip-
t1on.

The purpose of my invention is to promde |

a cabinet for the convenient and systematic

filing of letters, bills, invoices, and all kinds

of documents and an accompanying index by
means of which the various documents can be
quickly and accurately located in filing, which
index can be used for filing purposes, if de-

sired; but at such tlme a supp]ementarv 1ndex

18 emplm ed.

A further purpose of the invention is to pro-
vide means carried, preferably, by the door of
the cabinet for detftchably holdmﬁ' the supple-
mentary index in position for use and for
holding the sald index closed when not re-
quired, the supporting device for the index

being readily detachable theretrom when re-

quir ed.

Another feature of the mventlon 1s to pro-
vide yielding partitions between which the
index and filing cards are held, enabling con-
venient access to be gained to the spaces be-
tween the cards and any card be readily re-
moved or replaced, one of which partitions is
adjustable to and from the other and is pro-
vided with locking devices Whel eby to hold it
in fldjusted position.

The invention consists in the novel construc—-

tion and combination of the several parts, as
will be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed
out 1n the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar char acters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Higure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved cabinet, the door being open. Fig. 2
is a horizontal sectlon throuah the cabinet

and contents with the door closed the section |

being taken at a point near the center of the
eabmet Ifig. 3 is a transverse section through
the cabinet and a movable partition therem

50 the section being taken practically on the hne

3 3 of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is an outer edge view of.

the movable pfll‘tltl()n Fig. 51s a Slde eleva-
tion of a series of ﬁhne—ca,rds detached from

‘the cabinet; and Fig. 6 is a horizontal section
through a pOI’thIl of the door of the cabinet,

55

showmo‘ the retaining or supporting for the,.

supplementa,l index in plan view and in hold-

Ing and 1n releasing position.

A epresents a cabmet which may be of a,nvl

desired size, and B the dom at the front of the

“cabinet, which is either hinged to or is pivot-
Within the

ally connected with the cabinet.
cabinet two partitions C and D are located,

extending trom the top to the bottom of the

cabinet, fmd these par titions are preferably

60

provided with opposing yielding or cushioned

suriaces, whereby access may be gained to the

SPaces _between the filing-cards E and index-

cards F, said cards being adapted to be held

1n an upright position between the two par-
titions.

same dimensions and extend from the top to
the bottom of the cabinet or the compartment

1n the cabinet in whmh the partitions C and
D may be fitted. |

70

The cards E and F are all of the

75

The partition C, althouOh removable from-

the cabinet, is achpted to normally rest against

the innerf&ce of the left-hand end of sald
cabinet, while the opposing partition D is
rvd.f-.tpted to have movement between the parti-
tion C and the opposing end of the cabinet.

The partition D is provided with locking de-

30

vices whereby it may be held in adjusted po--

sition, which locking devices will-
atter specifically described.

With reference to the construction of the

partition C, asis shown in Fig. 2, it consists of
two opposing boards or plates 10 and 11, held
separated one from the other by mterposed
springs 12, usually four in number. The con-
struction of this partition is completed by in-
closing the said boards or plates 10 and 11 in
a binder or cover 13, which may be of can-

vas, oll-cloth, or fabric of any descmpmon or

any sultable material.

With reference tothe adjusta,ble p&I‘tlthIl D

this partition consists of an inner. board or
plate 14, which faces the partition C, an inter-
mechate board or plate 15, and an outer board

be herein-

Q0O
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or plate 15*, which faces the right-hand end 100
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60

the said partition D may be placed.

2

>f the compartment of the cabinet in which
The two
boards or plates 14 and 15 are held separated
by springs 16 in like manner as has been de-
scribed with reference to the opposing parti-
tion C; but in whatmay be termed the ** outer”
face of the intermediate board or plate 15,
which latter board or plate is thicker than the
others, a chamber 17 is made, (shown best in
Fig. 8,) having an opening 18 at the top of the
partition, an opposing opening 19 at the bot-
tom of the partition, and a third opening 20

at the front edge of the partition, preferably

about centrally between the top and bottom.
Atornear the center of thischamber 17 a lever
91 is located, the handle end whereof is within
easy access at the front opening 20 of the cham-
ber, and the pivot 22 of the said lever is lo-
cated betweenits center and its inner end, while
the handle end of the lever 1s adapted for en-
cagement with a segmental rack 23, secured to
the back wall of the chamber 17, as is also
shown in Fig. 3, the teeth of which rackincline
downwardly. A link 24 is pivoted to the le-
ver 21 at or near its center, and a second link
25 1s pivoted to the rear end portion of the
lever 21, the pivotal points of the two links
94 and 25 being about an equal distance from
the pivot-point 22 of the lever.

- At the upper end of the link 24 the inner
ends of opposing jaws 26 and 26" are suitably

pivoted, and these jaws 26 and 26, at a point

preferably between their centers and rear
ends,are fulerumed upon the back or rear wall
of the chamber 17 by suitable pins 27. At
the outer end of each jaw 26 and 26" a sharp
tooth 28 is located, which teeth extend up-
ward at an angle to the body portions of the
jaws, and in one position of the jaws the teeth
28 are adapted to extend beyond the upper
opening 18 of the said chamber 17.

At the lower end of the link 25 jaws 29 and
29 are pivotally attached, corresponding to

the upper jaws 26 and 26"“. These jaws are
similarly fulerumed to the rear wall of the
chamber 17 by pins 30, as 1s shown 1n Kig. 3,
and each jaw is provided with a sharp tooth

31, adapted 1n one position of the jaws 29 and
29" to extend out through the bottom opening

191in the aforesaid chamber 17,as i1s also shown
in Fig. 3. _

The teeth of the gripping-jaws 26 and 267,
29 and 29* project beyond the upper and the
lower edges of the partition D when the lever
91 1s in its lower position, asis shown by posi-

tive lines in Fig. 3, and at such time the teeth

of the oripping-jaws, respectively, enter the
upper and lower walls of the compartment in
which the partition is located, thus effectually
holding the partition in the position to which
it may have been adjusted.

When thelever 21 iscarried uptothe dotted
position shown in Fig. 3, the gripping-jaws
are drawn inward, as 1S also shown by dotte(:_
lines in the same figure, and the teeth carried

I'"I

‘recess in its forward edge, t
set, or series of cards being of graduated
length, so as to form at the bottom of the
card nearest the left-hand end of the compart-
ment 1n which the cards are placed a tongue
35, the next card having a tongue of sufficient
lencrth lonmtudmally to appear above the

to be

764,930

by these ]aws are carried fully within the

chamber 17, thus enabling the partition D to

beu nobStructele moved toor fromthe oppos-
ing stationary partition C.

After the gripping devices just described
have been plaeed in positiontheouter or cover
section 15*1is secured to the intermediate sec-
tion 15, thus completely closing the chamber

17, except at the top and at the bottom and at |

the front, and, ﬁnally a binder 32 of any suit-

able materlal is made to 1nclose the entire

structure of the partition D, which bincder has
an opening 33 at 1ts front and at its outer side
corresponding to the front opening 20 of the

chamber 17 in order to afford reacly access to:

the handle end of the lever 21, and where the
binder extends over the top and the bottom
openings 18 and 19 for the said chamber 17
the binder is provided with apertures 34,
through which the teeth of the gripping-jaws

pass when the adjustable partition is to be

locked in its adjusted position.

The cards E and ¥ for filing and for index

purposes are all of the same size, and each
card of a set is provided with a lonwltudma,l

tongue of the 1st card, and so on, and on
Wh&t I term the ‘‘filing .cmds” numbe_rs are
pmduced on the tongues 35 of the cards, read-
ing consecutively upward, the lowest number
bemg on the lowermost tonﬂ'ue The index-

he recesses 1n a

70
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80
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cards F are identical in construction with the '

filing-cards I, except that on the tongues of
the index-cards the letters of the alpha,bet are
consecutively placed.

"~ When the cards E only are to be employed
as filing-cards and the cards F are to be used
as index- cards, the names of the writers of
the documents are written on the index-cards
and the number of the filing-card at which
the letter is placed 1is located opposite the
name. - For example, 1f a letter is to be filed

written by Jones the card “'J” is withdrawn

and the name is produced thereon, and if a
space 18 available between the card marked
97 and the card marked 87 in the filing se-
ries the number ~~ 97 is pla,ced atfter the name,
and the cards 8 and 9 are separated and the
document is placed between them. This sep-
aration is easily accomplished by reason of
the cushioned or yielding action of the oppos-

105

110

115

120

ing faces of the partitions C and D. As the

volume of correspondence increases the ad-
justable partition D is moved farther toward
the right-hand end of the compartment in the
cabinet, so as to-provide more space between
the several cards of the filing series.

1t may happen that the amount of material
iled is so great that the cards I, usually

125

130
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employed as index-cards, could with great
convenience be used as filing-cards. Under
this latter arrangement a supplementary in-

dex (x is employed, and the documents to be

filed when located in the lettered or index se-
ries of cards are then placed in engagement
with the card bearing the first letter of the
name ot the writer, and on the supplementary
Index the names of the writers or executors
of the various documents are produced in reg-
ular order, and opposite each name either a
letter or a number is written., according to
whether the letter or document under that
name has been placed on a correspondingly-
lettered cardin the initial index-cards or under
a number 1n the original filing-cards.
Thesupplementary index G isusually placed
upon the inner face of the door B of the cabi-
net. and therefore this door is provided with
a central panel 36 of less thickness than the
frame of the door, so as to produce an inner
chamber 36%. (Shown best in Fig. 6.) The
supplementary index is temporarily bound in
the said chamber 36* by means of a retaining
device H. (Shown in Figs.1and6.) This re-
taining device H consists of a rod 88, which is
held to turn in guides 89, attached to the inner
tace of the vertical member of the door-frame
at thetree end of the door, and at the top and
the bottom of this rod 38 horizontal segmental
arms 40 and 41 are produced, while at about
the center of thesaid rod 38 a lug 421is formed,
normally extending inwardly or toward the
hinged end of the door, as is shown in Kig. 1,
and when the arms 40 and 41 are in locking
engagement with the supplementary index G
the free ends of the said arms pass through
eyeleted openings 37 at the binding edge of
the sheets composing the supplementary in-
dex rand enter recesses 43 made in the panel
56, at which time the lug 42 will bear against

the end upright of the frame of the door, as

1s shown in Fig. 1, and the arms are held in
locking position by passing a button-keeper
43" over the said lug 42. The free edges of
the sheets composing the supplementary in-
dex G are held closed one upon the other by
means of a button 44, pivoted at the swing or
hinged end of the door.

It will be observed that when the button 44
1s removed from engacement with the sup-
plementary index G one sheet after the other
can be swung out upon the arms 40 and 41,
which serve as supports therefor. Tt is like-
wise evident that the supplementary index G
may be removed at any time for an entry or
tor other purposes by simply disconnecting
the keeper 43* from the lug 42 and carrying
the said lug outward, as is shown by dotted
linesin Fig. 6, thus removing the arms 40 and
41 from retaining engagement with the leaves
of the said supplementary index. | |

It will be further observed that the inven-
tion includes a system for filing papers of all
clescriptions applicable to a cabinet or com-

partments made for the purpose or any other

compartment or cabinet—as, for instance, the

owner of a desk or cabinet may purchase the
several parts and instal the system in any
space or compartment found available, and
two parfitions D may be used instead of the
partitions Cand D. The supplemental index
(r, instead of being secured upon a door, as
shown, can be placed upon any support con-
stituting a portion of a cabinet or independ-
ent thereof. The system isespecially adapted
tor filing railroad-tariffs or like documents.

Having thusdescribed my invention, I claim

asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. In a filing-cabinet, a series of filing and a
serles of 1ndex cards of uniform dimensions,

-+

‘each card of a series having a tongue at its

forward edge, the tongues of the cards in a
Series appearing one above the other in ver-
tical alinement, the tongues of the filing se-

ries of cards having numbers produced there-

on, and the tongues of the index series of cards
letters, a stationary and a movable member

located within the cabinetand extending from

the top to the bottom of the same and between

which the cards are held, the movable mem-

ber forming a partition, the said partition be-

Ing provided with a chamber having an open-

1ing at the top and at the bottom, and a lock-

1ng device arranged within said chamber and.

having members adapted to extend through

the said openings for securing the movable

partition in adjusted position, as described.

2. In a filing-cabinet, a series of filing and a

series of index cards of uniform dimensions,

K-

75

30

90

95

IGO0

each card of a series having a tongue at its

forward edge, the tongues of the cards in a
series appearing one above the other in ver-
tical alinement, the tongues of the filing se-
ries of cards having numbers produced there-
on and the tongues of the index series of cards
letters, a stationary member and a movable
partition, between which the eards are held,
sald stationary member and partition having
yielding opposing faces, and locking devices
carried by the movable partition and operat-
ing through openings in the top and bottom
of the said movable partition upon the sur-
faces of the cabinet above and below the par-

tition, as described. | |
3. In a filing-cabinet, a movable partition,

the same being provided with a chamber hav-
Ing an opening at the top and at the bottom
and at the forward edge of the partition, a le-
ver fulcrumed within the said chamber, the
handle end whereof extends in direction of
the front opening in the partition, a rack for
the handle end of the lever, links extending
in opposite directions from the lever, being
pivoted at their inner ends at opposite sides
of the fulerum of the lever, opposing grip-
ping-jaws pivoted at the outer end portion of
each link, facing the upper and the lower open-
ings for the said chamber, fulerums for the

sald gripping-jaws, and teeth extending from

105

I10
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the outer end portions of the said gripping-
jaws, being adapted in one position of the le-
ver to extend outward beyond the upper and
Jower edges of the partition, as described.

4. In a filing-cabinet, a movable partition,
comprising outer, inner and intermediate
plates or boards, the inner and intermediate
plates being connected yet spaced one from
the other by interposed springs, the 1nterme-
diate partition having a chamber therein, ex-
tending through a portion of the upper edge

 of the said intermediate plate or board,through

20

30

a portion of its lower edge and through a por-
tion of its forward edge, the outer plate or
board being attached to the inner and inter-
mediate board, closing the side portion of the
chamber therein, a lever fulecrumed within
the said chamber, the handle end whereof ex-
tends in direction of the front opening in the
partition, a rack for the handle end of the le-
ver, links extending in opposite directions
from the lever, being pivoted at their inner
ends at opposite sides of the fulerum of the
lever, opposing gripping-jaws pivoted to the
outer ends of the said links, fulerums for the
oripping-jaws, located between their centers
and outer ends, and teeth at the outer ends of
the said eripping-jaws, being at an angle to
the body of the jaws and adapted in one posi-
tion of the said lever to extend out through
the top and bottom openings for the said cham-
ber, as and for the purpose described.

5. In a filing-cabinet, the combination with |
‘the body of the cabinet, of members arranged |

764,930

faces, one of said members being movable to-
ward and from the other and forming a par-
tition, and a locking device carried by the
movable partition and comprising a lever, and
fulerumed gripping-jaws connected by links
with the said lever and adapted to engage the

‘body of the cabinet, as set forth.

6. In a filing-cabinet, a movable partifion
located within the cabinet, and comprising
outer, inner and intermediate plates or boards,
springs between the inner and intermediate
plates, the intermediate plate having a cham-
ber therein, and a locking device arranged
within said chamber and operating through
openings in the edge of the plate, as described.

7. In a filing-cabinet, a stationary member
and a partition located within the cabinet and
extending from the top to the bottom of the
same, the said member and partition being
provided with yielding opposing faces, the
partition being movable toward and from the
stationary member, and locking devices car-
ried by the movable partition and operating
through openings in the top and bottom ot
the said movable partition, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing withesses. |

THOMAS PARNELL DOLAN.

Witnesses:
KaTaryYN ROGERS,

JNO. B. McGRATH.
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