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Zo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Huer WHITE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, 1n
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have

invented new and useful Improvementsin Lac-.

1ngs, oi which the following is a specification.

My invention pertains to lacings, more par-
ticularly lacings for fastening shoes; and it
has for 1ts ob]ec:t to provide a simple and in-

expensive stiff-end lacing well calculated to

withstand the usage to which such articles are
ordinarily Subjected.

The invention will be fully understood from
the following description and claims when
taken 1n connection with the eccompanymw
drawings, forming part of this specification,
1n Whlch——-

Figure 1 is a view, partly in elevation and
partly in section, 1llustrating one end portion
of the lace constituting the preterred embocli-
ment of my invention. Fig. 2 1s a broken
view, on a reduced scale, illustrating the lace
as a whole. Fig. 31isanenlarged perspective
view of one of the stiffeners removed. Fig.

4 18 a transverse section taken in the plane in-
dicated by the line 4 4 of Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a

view 1llustrating a modification.

Referring by letter to said drawings, and
more particularly to Figs. 1 to 4 thereof, A
1s a lacing of tubular form woven or other-
wise made of material suitable to the purpose
and open at 1ts ends, and B B are stiffeners
inserted and securéd in the end portions of
the lacing with a view of adapting said end

portions to be readily passed through the eye-

lets of shoes or other articles to be fastened.

" In the present and pretferred embodiment of

my invention the stiffeners are formed of ser-
rated or otherwise roughened pieces of wire
of rectangular or other suitable form in trans-
verse section, and they are inserted 1n the ends
of the tubular lacing, together with glue or

other adhesive, (indicated by C,) and secured

in sald ends by subjecting the same to pres-
sure until the glue or other adhesive employed
1S seft.

1t will be readily eppreemted that the stifi-
eriers may be very quickly and easily secured

in the ends of the lacing in the manner ce- |

“seribed, and consequently do not add mate-

rially to the cost of manufacturing the article
as a4 whole: also, that because of their rough-
ness the stiffeners are not liable to work out
of the lacing when the same is subjected to
ordinary usage. From this latter it follows
that the stiffeners will render the ends of the
Jacing stiff as long as the lacing lasts and will
at the same time prevent fraymcr of the ends
of the lacing, and thereby materially prolonﬁ'

‘the usefulness of the same.

I have entered into a detailed description of
the lacing constituting the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention in order to impart a
full, clear, and exact understanding of the
same. 1 do not desire, however, to be under-
stood as confining myself to such specific lac-

ing, as such changes or modifications may be

made in practice as fairly fall within the scope
of myinvention as elelmed For instance, in
lieu of securing the stiffener in a lacing of tu-
bular form-—z. e., a lacing woven 1n “tubular
form and, by preference, pressed flat—I may,
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without involving departure from the scope

of my invention, secure the stiffener in the
end portion of a flat lacing A’ of single thick-
ness, as shown in Fig. 5

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18— |

1. The combination with a lacing: of a stiff-
ener having a roughened surface, and adhesive
substance, seeured in one end of the lacing.

2. The combination with a lacing of tu buler
form, open at one end; of a st‘iffener having a
roughened surface, and adhesive substance,
inserted and secured by pressure in said end
of the lacing.

3. The combmetlon with a lacing; of a stiff-
ener, formed of a piece of roughened wire,
and adhesive substance, secured in one end of
the lacing.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
HUGH WHITE.

Witnesses:
Omar K. ScaMIDT,
WALTER SCOTT.
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