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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JorN A. SHERMAN and

JOHN EDWARD SHERMAN, of Worcester, in the
county of Worcester and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented anew and useful Improve-

ment 1n Enve’op Clasps, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification.

Our invention is particularly useful for
what are termed ‘ merchandise-envelops,”
which are to be sent through the mail as third-
class matter, and consequently must be so
closed as to permit of examination by the pos-
tal authorities. Itis desirable, however, that
such envelops shall be securely closed, and va-
rious devices have been used to prevent their
accidental opening in transit.

Our invention will be understood by refer-
ence to the drawings, in which—-

Figure 1 shows a plan of an envelop with a
clasp embodying our invention attached there-
to, the envelop being open. Fig. 21s a simi-
lar plan, the free flap of the envelop being

closed and held in place by the clasp. Fig. 3

is a side view of the clasp, and Fig. 4 1s a sec-
tion on line 4 4 of Figo. 9.

We have shown our clasp attached to an en-.

velop by means of an eyelet ¢ of ordinary con-
struction, and from the rim of this eyelet pro-
jects a tongue comprising a shank 4% a broad-

ened tip 0, and two narrowly-projecting ears

', these ears extending rearward from the
point ot ;|11nct101:1 of the tip &/ with the shank
b* and being sufficiently long preferably to
extend Slwhtly rearward ot the point of the
clasp, serving as a hinge for folding the same

to close the envelop, this portion ot the device

having an arrow-like appearance.

¢ 1s the body of the envelop, and ¢ its free
fiap, which 1s provided with aslot ¢, as shown.

In using the clasp it is passed through the
slot and then is bent over and about a point
thereof as a hinge, as shown in Fig. 2, and 1t
will be noted that the tips of the ears 4’ pro-
ject rearward slightly pastthe edge of the slot,
thus locking the free flap of the envelop, so

‘that it cannot ride over the clasp and open ac-
cidentally.

We prefer to make our clasp in the form
shown, as it is an extremely convenient and

symmetrical shape and is easily made,attached,

and used. Ifdesired, however one 01’ the ears

b may be omitted.
We prefer to attach the clasp by means ot
an eyelet; but it is well known that there are

other means by which clasps may be attached
to envelops which will answer the same pur-

pose as the eyelet shown.

Our clasp is made of thin bendable metal in
distinetion from a spring metal, so that after
being passed through the slot or opening in
the free flap of the envelop it may be bent
down to hold the flap in place and yet may be
easily bent back both at the receiving and de-
livering station—that is, as many times as may
be reasonably necessary—to enable the postal
department to make thorough examination of
the contents of the envelop, our clasp being
especially adapted, as stated above, for usein
connection with mailing third- elass Or mer-
chandise matter.

What we claim as our invention 18—

1. An envelop-clasp as described, made ot
metal, bendable about a portion thereot as a
hinge, said clasp comprising an ear, which,
when the clasp 1s folded upon itself as de-
seribed, extends in both forward and back-
ward directions across the line of the atore-
said hinge.

-9, Anenvelop clasp,comprising arelatively
narrow portion or shank terminating 1n a
wider portion, said wider portion bein'g cut to
form an ear extending rearwardly therefrom,
the shank to be bent at a point thereof as a
hinge, and the ear extending in both forward
and backward directions beyond the line of

‘the aforesaid hinge when the clasp is i'olded at
such hinge, as described.

3. The envelop havine an unsealed flap pro-
vided with a slot, the body of said envelop hav-
Ing a clasp attached thereto, said clasp having
a tongue made of bendable metal projecting
in one direction therefrom, and ears project-
ing from sald tongue in a rearward direction,
whereby when said tongue is passed through
said slot in said unsealed flap and 1s bent
back on itself said tongue will lie over one

edge of the slot and said projections will over-
lap the opposite edge of the slot, said slot be-
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ing slightly wider than the greatest width of
said tongue as described.
4. An envelop-clasp, providing an eyelet

and a tongue projecting therefrom in a plane

at right angles thereto, said tongue compris-
ing a relatively narrow portion or shank ter-
minating in a wider portion, said wider por-
tion being cut to form an ear extending rear-
wardly therefrom, the shank to be bent at a
10 point thereof as a hinge, and the ear extend-

ing in both forward and backward directions
beyond the line of the aforesaid hinge when
the clasp is folded at such hinge, as described.
In testimony whereof we hereunto set our
names this 3d day of October, 1902.
JOHN A. SHERMAN.
JOHN EDWARD SHERMAN.

Witnesses:
ArTHUR L. ] Y[AXWELL,
Arice M. RAINE.
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