No. 764,704, _ PATENTED JULY 12, 1904.
' T. 5. BLAGG, o -

- IRONING BOARD.

APPLICATION FILED JULY 18, 1903,
NO MODEL, | 2 BHEETS~SHEET 1.

, = = = 3 ; i
78 -z L Tiovnases. ‘BZW’ Mvenlor,
Aikrieases - - T

7>

. bé/% Ottozitey




No. 764,704, PATENTED JULY 12, 1904.

T. 1. BLAGG.
IRONING BOARD.

APPLICATION FILED JULY 18, 1903. .
9 BHEETS—SHEET 2.

. F-'. 2,
J e Zj/q]/?' g _./'5 27 mﬁ'/gj

B2,

N
N

NO MODEL,

! : o il _ﬂil_“.!.ll'.’l-—'-'-""-.::""‘t'?f s A
52 N Nk NM@\Q% o

W, ’ ' ?
R
y \\\ 2 ve 9 7
/ \\ |
/ N\ = i
g \ o
77, ISR

a9 ]
.

] mtﬁ&f Jﬁ&wp hitvenlor
A o _,*

AN iEreases | £
S K’ <N
' fﬁ (/f% I ' Hetorney




r

10

{1

10

50 helng folded.

No. 764,704.

UNITED STATES

Patented July 12, 1901,

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS J. BLAGG, OF BOISE, TDAHO.

IRONING~BOARD.

SPECIFICATION formlng part of Letters Patent No. 7 64,704, dated July 12, 1904

Apphcﬂ,tlnn filed July 18, 1903 Serial No. 166 182,

(No model )

1o ll whom U6 vy conecerv:

zen of the United btmtes, residing at Boise, in
the county of Ada and State ot Idaho, have in-
vented a new and useful Ironing-Board, of
which the followling 1s a specification.

The 1nvention relates to 1mprovements in
ironing-hoards.

The ob]ect of the present mventlon 18 to 1m-
prove the construction of ironing-boards and
to provide a simple, inexpensive. and eff
one adapted to be compactly tolded when not
1in use and capable of being quickly arranged
at the desired height to suit the person using it.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a siimple, inexpensive, and efficient device
adapted to streteh a shirt or other garment au-
the wrinkles from the

tomatically to remove
same previously to ir oning such shirt or other
garment.

The invention also has for its object to pro-
vide a device of this character in which the
tension device for stretching a shirt or other
oarment will be automatically thrown out of
operation when the board is arranged in posi-
tlon to receive a garment and to permit the
same to be removed from it and in which the
tension device will be automatically thrown
into operation when the board 1s br ouo‘ht to a
horizontal position. |

With these fmd other ob]ects in view the in-
vention consists in the construction and novel
combination and arrangement of parts here-

inafter tully described, illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings, and pointed out in the

claims hereto appended, 1t being understood
that various changes 1in the form, proportion,
size, and minor detalls of construction within
the scope of the claims may be resorfed to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the deV‘mt‘w es of the Invention.
In the drawings, FIU"LII 1'1s a perspective
view of an 1_10n1ng-b0‘1,1d constructed 1n ac-
cordance with this invention and shown ar-
ranged for use. Kig. 2 1s a longitudinal sec-
tional view of the same. - Fig. 3 1s a reverse
plan view of the board. KXig.4 1saside view,
the 1roning-bhoard being folded. Fig. 5 i1s an
enlarged transverse sectional view, the parts
Kig. 6 18 a detail view of the

| detachable neckband snppOrtihﬂ-blocL
Be it known that I, Tromas J. BLAGG, A citi- |

clent

Fig.
( 1s a longitudinal sectional view of an iron-
ing-boar d 1llustrating a modl ication of the
mventwn

Like numerals of reference deswnate cor-
1"eSp0ndmg partsin all the figures of F the draw-
1NgS. -

1 deswnwtes a board designed especially for
ironing men’s shirts and pr mflded at opposite
sicdles with laterally-movable stretcher-bars2,
aclapted to stretch a shirt over the board 1 to
remove the wrinkles from the gar ment and to
present a smooth surface for ironing; but the
device for removing wrinkles from a gar-
ment may be applied to any ordinary form of
ironing-board and may, as illustrated in Fig.
7 of the accompanying drawings, be used in
connection with an ironing-board 3, adapted
to receive all kinds of garments and other
fabrics to be ironed. The stretcher-bars 2

have rounded outer edges, as shown, and they

are provided between thelr ends with longi-
tudinal slots 4 for the reception of reduced
outer ends 5 of a pair of slidable bars 6, ar-
ranged on the lower face of the board and di-
verging outwardly from the center to the
sides of the same, as 1llustrated in Fig. 3
the drawings. The slidable bars 6 are ar-
ranged In Guldes or ways formed by fixed an-
Gularly dmposed diverging bars 7, a trans-
verse bar or cleat %,_fmd 1ong1tudmf1,l straps

or bars 9. The diverging bars. 7, which are

securec to the lower tace of the board 1, are
arranged parallel with the slidable bars 6
when the stretcher-bars are closed or at the
limit of their inward movement, and the trans-
verse cleat or bar 8 i1s spaced from the adja-
cent ends of the diverging bars 7 and have
rounded ends 10, which form bearings for the
slidable bars. Theslidable bars 6 have their
inner ends 11 rounded and loosel
by a flexible conneetion 12—such as a cord,
rope, light wire, cable, or the like—having
branches or extensions 18 passing through
perforationsof the innerends of the bars 6 and
torming loops. The flexible connection may
be constructed of any suitable material, and

‘when it is placed under tension automatic-
ally by the means hereinaftter described the

stretcher-bars are forced outward and are
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~adapted to remove the wrinkles from a shirt.
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whereby the same will be evenly stretched
over the 1roning-board. The scretcher-bars
are pivoted to the bars 6 by pins 14 and are
adapted to move freely on their pins 14 to
adjust themselves automatically to the- gar-
ment on the ironing-board.

The board is prowded at one end with a
transverse block or cleat 15, to which is se-
cured a bar 16, having its ends pivoted to a
supporting-frame and forming a pivot or pin-
tle for the board 1 to permit the same to
swing upward from a horizontal position for
enabling a shirt or other garment to be placed
on or removed from the board.

The supporting-frame may be of any de-
sired construction, and in the accompanying

drawings the support for the board 1 consists
of a pair of pivoted frames 17 and 18 and
composed of suitable side bars and suitable.
The pivoted frame 17 is.

provided at the lower portions of its side bars

with a transverse connecting-bar 19, having’
a reduced central portion 20 formm(r a pivot.
The Wew‘hted lever
21 1s prm?"lded at one end with an eye to re-.
celve the pivot 20, and it is enlarged adjacent
to the same to form a welght: but the latter

for a weighted lever 21.

may be applied to the lever in any other de-
sired manner, as will be readily understood.
The outer end of the weighted lever is con-
nected by ahook 22 and eye 23 with the outer

end of the flexible connection 12. - The flexi-

ble connection 12 passes over a guide roller or
pulley 24 of an arm 25 of the board 1..
25 extends from the rear or hinged end of the

board 1 and is provided at its lower face with
a longitudinal groove 26 to receive the flexi-.

ble connection, and the groove is enlarged at
the outer portion at 27 for the guide roller or
pulley. The arm is slotted above the ouide

roller or pulley for the flexible connection, as.

shown. The downward movement of the
weighted lever 21 1s limited by a supporting
devwe consisting of a flexible connection 28,

provided at its upper end with a hook 29 and

having a block 30 at its lower end. The flexi-

ble connection 28 passes through a perfora-

tion of the weighted lever, and the hook en-
gages a projection 31 of a transverse pivot-
bar 32 of the frames 17 and 18. When the
board 1 1s swung upward from a horizontal
position, the flexible connection between the
garment expanding or stretching device and
the weighted lever is slackened, and the lever
1s supported by the block 30, whereby the
flexible connection 12 is relieved of the ten-
sion device. This will permit the stretcher-

bars to be readily moved inward for enabling
the shirt or other garment to be removed from

the 1ironing-board. The transverse bar 8 and

the cleat 15 are provided with grooves to form:
passages for the flexible connection 12. When
the board 1 1s swung upward, the tension de-
vice is a,utomamcally thrown out of operation, -

3D,

The arm
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and when the board i1s returned to a horizon-

tal position the flexible connection 12 1s auto-
matically placed under tension.

The pivoted frame 17 is provided at the up-
per ends of its side bars with blocks or brack-
ets 33, having recesses at their upper ends for
the reception of the terminals 34 of a sup-
porting-bar 35, secured in the recesses by pins
36 or other suitable tfastening devices, which
pierce the brackets and the ends of the bar
The bar 35 extends across the upper end
of the pivoted frame, and it i1s arranged to
receive the inner hmwed end of the board 1,
whereby the latter 1s supported in an uprlﬂ'ht
position. The central portion of the bar 35
18 provided with a recess 37 to receive the
pivoted button 38, which 1s adapted to lock
the board in a horizontal position. When the
bhoard 1s in a horizontal position, the button
38, which is pivoted to the bar 16, is turned
down, as illustrated in Fig. 2 of the drawings,
to lock the board in such position.. The pins

36 are removable to permit the supporting-

bar 35 to be detached when it is desired to
fold the ironing - board, as hereinafter ex-
plained.

The bar 22, which is secured to the frame
17 and which projects beyond the plane of the
same, 1s provided at i1ts ends with reduced

| rounded portions 39, forming pivots and fit-
ting in the side bars of the frame 18 and piv-

otally connecting the two frames. The piv-
oted frame 18 1s connected at the top by bars
40 and 41, the upper bar 40 being arranged

to recelve and support the board, as clearly

shownin Fig. 2. The pivoted frames are ad-
justably connected by braces 42, pivoted to
the side bars of the frame 17 and provided
with notches 43,adapted to engage projections

44, located at the inner faces ot the side bars

of the frames 18, in suitable recesses thereof,
whereby the pivoted frames are adapted to
fold to the position illustrated in Fig. 4 of
the drawings. The notches permit an adjust-

ment of the pivoted frames, whereby the

board is raised and lowered to arrange it to
suit the operator. In order to limit the sep-
aration of the upper portion of the pivoted
tframes to prevent the support from collaps-
ing while adjusting the same, the pivoted
frames are provided with eyes 45, which are
connected by a cord 46 or other flexible con-
nection. |

When it is desired to fold the ironing-
board, the transverse bar 35 1s detached and
the braces 42 are disengaged from the pro-
jections 44 to permit the pivoted frames to
fold together. The hook 22 is disengaged
from the eye 23 to permit the weighted lever
to fall backward. The pivot-baris provided
with a recess 47 to receive the board 1.
this construction the ironing-board is com-
pactly folded, as clearly shown in Fig. 4.
The pivoted frame 17 is provided with an
iron support or stand 47", mounted on the
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frame 17 at the upper portion of one of the
sidle bers thereotf and arranged to extend be-
tween tlie bars 40 and 41 of the frame 18
when the parts are folded.

In Fig. T ot the drawings the stretching
device 1s shown applied to one end of the
board 3 and the flexible connection 48 is at-
tached to an operating-lever 49, which 1s held
at the desired adjustment by a pivoted
ratchet-bar 50. The ratchet-bar is pivoted
to one ot the 160'8 of the 1roning-board, and
1t extends thr ough a slot of the Ievel and en-
oages a transverse pin 50® or other suitable
fastening device of the same, as clearly shown
in Kig. 7 . The flexible connection may be
promded with a spring 50 to provide a yield-
Ing tension to avoid in]'urinﬁ' a garment.
'1he other end of the board is supported by
a hinged or pivoted leg 51, and these legs are
ac..apted to be tolded against the 1r0n1no*-bmrd
when the same is not in use.

In order to enable the neckband of a shirt
to be properly ironed, the board 1 is provided
with a block or support 52, having a beveled
edge, which 1s curved to receive the neckband
of a shirt. The block 52 i1s provided with
pins or projections 53, which are arranged to
engage suitable sockets or recesses of the
board 1. The neck block or piece may be
connected with the ironing-board by a cord or

- other flexible connection 54 to prevent it from

being lost or mislaid, and the said board 1
may be provided with a reduced extension 55
tor supporting the neck block or piece.

Instead of supporting the ironing-board 3
by the pivoted legs 51 a table or any other suit-
able support may be provided for receiving
that end of the ironing-board.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Lettels Patent, 1s—

The combination with an ironing-board,
of an expansible device arranged to stretch a
carment on the board, and adapted to auto-
matically engage and release a garment, a
tension device for holding the expansible de-
vice in engagement with a.garment,and means
for automatically throwing the tension device
into and out of operation, when the ironing-
board 1s arranged for ironing and for per-
mitting a garment to be placed on and re-
moved from it, substantially as described.

9. The combination with an ironing-board,
of an extensible garment-stretching device,

and means for automatically operating the

same to engage and stretch and release a gar-
ment, when the ironing-board is moved to and
trom 1fs position for use, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. The combination with an ironing-board
arranged to swing upward and downward, of
an extensible garment-stretching device, and
means for automatically operating the same

to engage and stretch and release a garment

&

as the ironing-board 1

IS sSwung downwm 13 .Lmd
upward, substantiall '

v as descmbed

4. The combination with an ironing -boar d,

of an extensible garment-str etchlng devme,

projecting laterally from opposite sides of the

board, a flexible connection extending from
the said device, and a tension device 11wmg a
lever located beneath the ironing-board and
connected with the
stantially as described.

5. The combination with an ironing-board,

of an extensible garment-stretching device

carried by the ironing-board, adapted to au-
tomatically engage and release a garment, a
tension device connected with the extensible
device, and means for limiting the movement
of the tension device to Ieheve the extensible
device of the same, whereby the stretching de-
vice will be automatlmlly operated when the
1roning-board 1s raised and lowered, substfm-
tially as described.

6. The combination with an ironing-board,
of slidable bars mounted on the ironing -board

stretcher-bars pivotally connected Wlth the

70

lexible connection, sub-

75

80

slidable bars and adapted to conform to a gar- .-

ment, and capable of automatically engaging
and releasing the same and operating mech-
anism for automatically actuating the slidable
bars when the troning-board is raised and low—
ered, substantially as described. -
7. The combination of an ironing-board
bars fixed to the lower face of the'same and

90

, 95

arranged at an angle to each other, slidable

bars arranged at an angle to each other and

located within the fixed bars, a transverse bar

having rounded end portions receiving the
slidable bar, stretcher-bars connected with the

100

slidable bars, and means for operating the

slidable bars, substantially as described.
8. The combination of an i1roning - board
having a guide, angularly-disposed slidable

barshaving rounded inner ends fitted together,
stretcher-bars connected with the outer ends
of the slidable bars, and a flexible connection -

105

extending from the inner rounded ends of the =

slidable b‘u*s and adapted to operate the same,
substantially as described.

9. The combination of an ironing - board

IS,

provided with ways, angularly-disposed slid-

able bars having inner ends fitted together,

the outer ends of the bars being extended be-
yond the sides of the board, oscillatory

stretcher-bars pivotally connected with' the
outer ends of the slidable bars, and operating
mechanism connected with the Shdable bfus
substantially as described. |

board, an extensible garment-stretching de-
vice mounted thereon, a weighted lever con-

nected with the garment-stretching device and
adapted to place the same under tension when

the ironing-board 1sin a horizontal position,

and means for supporting the weighted lever
and for limiting the downward movement

115

: - T2C
10. The combination of a hinged 11'01‘1111g;—-"

125
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thereof, whereby
vice 1s released when the ironing- board
swung upward, substantially as deseribed.

11. The combination with a support, and an
ironing-hoard hinged to the same, of an ex-
tensible garment-stretching device mounted
on and carried by the ironing-board. a flexi
ble connection extending from the garment-
streteching device and arranged to De slack-
ened when the ir oning-hoar d1s swung upward,
a welghted device connected with the. oar ment-
stretching device, and a flexible connection
arranced to limit the downwal d movement of
the weighted device and adapted to support
the same when the ironing-board is swung
upward, substantially as described.

19. l‘he combination of a support, an iron-
ing-board pivoted to the support and provided
with an extension projecting beyvond the pivot,
an cxtensible garment - stretching device
mounted on the ironing-board, a flexible con-
nection extending from the garment-streteh-
1ng device to the extension of the board and
depending therefrom, a weighted lever de-
tachably connected with the flexible connec-
tion, and a supporting device consisting of
a flexible connection detachably secured to the
saicd support and provided with means for lim-
1ting the downward movement of the weighted
lever, substantially as described.

13. The combination of a support, an iron-
ing-board hinged to the same and provided
with an extension, an extensible garment-
stretehing device carricd by the ironing-bhoard,
means Tfor operating the stretching device for
causing the same to automatically engage and
release a garment, said means comprising a
flexible connection extending from the.gar-
ment-stretching device to the extension of the
ironing-board, and a tension device connected
with the flexible connection, and means for
locking the 1roning-board 1n a

- s1tion, substantially as described.
14. The combination of a support, an iron- |

the garment-stretching de-

horizontal po-

764,704

ing-board pivoted between its ends to the sup- 43

port, an extensible garment-stretching device
carried by the ironing-board, means for op-
erating the stretching device for causing the
same to automatically engage and release a
carment, sald means comprising a flexible con-
nection extending from the ironing-board at
one side of the pivot to the opposite side of
the same and connected with the garment-
stretching device, a tension device connccted
with the flexible connection, and means for

50

55

locking the ironing-board in a horizontal po-

sition, substantially as described.

- 15. The combination of a support composed
of pivoted frames, an ironing-board pivotally
mounted on one of the frames and arranged
to be supported on the other, a removable sup-
porting-bararranged on the frame to which the
ironing-board is pivoted and adapted to sup-
port the said board when the same is swung up-
ward, a lockingdevice carried by the board tor

eneaging the supporting-bar, an extensible

garment-stretching device, and a tension de-

vice mounted on the support and connected

with the garment-stretching device, substan-
t1ally as desecribed.

16. The combination of a support composed
of pivoted frames, one of the frames being
provided with a pivot-bar pivotally mounted
in the other frame and having a recess, an
ironing-board mounted on one of the frames
and supported by the other and arranged to
fold 1n the said recess, and a removable sup-
porting-bar arranged to receive the ironing-
board when the same is swung upward, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto afhixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS J. BLAGG.

Witnesses:
Jamns S. Bocart,
SAM L. Mickny.
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