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To all whom 1t ?}?,rr?/ CONCEPTL:

Beit known that I, SAMUEL DuNcaAN BLAOI«._,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
timore, in the State of Maryland, have 1n-
vented new and useful Improvements in Card-
chsphv Devices, of which the following 1s a
specification. |

This 1invention relates to improvements in
card -displaying devices designed especially

for usein connection with telephone-call-num-

ber lists and card index and cataloguing sys-
tems of various kinds; and the object of my
1nhvention i1s the production of a simple and
inexpensive device whereby required data may
be found with the greatest ease and despateh.

An especially useful application of my in-
ventlon arises In cases where persons, firms,
&e.. have a limited number (%omemmes a COon-
siderable number) of persons, firms, &ec.,with
whom they have to communicate oiten by
In such a case the names of the
parties with whom 1t 1s desired to communi-
cate, together with their telephone-numbers,
are preferably indexed upon cards, and these
cards are so arranged that the card contain-
ing the desired name and telephone-number

- may be found with the greatest possible ease
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and with the least loss of time. According
to this invention, when the telephone-number
1s once found 1t may be readily seen, in case
the number is forgotten, after the first glance,
thereby avoiding the annoyance of having to
look up a telephone-number in a book the sec-
ond time amid repeated calls for the number
from the central operator. Theinvention, how-
is not limited to small lists of numbers,
as the devices may be made to accommodate
a very large number of cards, and theretfore
a 001168p0nc11n01y large number of telephone-
numbers or other data. |

With the above objects in view my sald 1n-
vention consists in the combination and ar-

rangement of parts herein described, and more

particularly pointed out in the claims.
Referring to the accompanylng drawings,
which illustrate an embodiment of my said
invention, Figure 1 represents the device in
elevation, secured to the stand of a telephone
transmitter and receiver. Fig. 2 1s a central

upon each card 1s printed

vertical section of the device detached from
a support; and Fig. 3 is a vertical central sec-
tion of the same, takenalong theline 3 3, Fig. £.

Similar numerals refer to similar parts

_thr oughout the several views.

In c*xrrymo‘ out the form of nw invention
shown in the accompanying drawings, I mount
upon a suifable spindle 1 a hub or arbor 2,
and provide means—such for example, as the
screw 3——whereby the said hub may be held
fast on said spindle or removed therefrom at
pleasure. Around this hub are cut a num-
ber of narrow deep slots 4. In each of these

slots fits tightly a card 5 of any material
upon which data may be 1nscribed and

| which
will be stiff enough to stand out radially from
the hub, substantially as shown. The said
slots should be deep enough to hold the ends
of the cards rigidly and prevent them from
slipping accidentally out, but at the same
time admit of the card being readily removed.
Upon the cards 5 may be inscribed any de-
sired data.
the invention is designed for use with a tele-

phone-number list, this data consists of the
‘name of the party to be called, together with

the telephone-number of such party, and
a large letter corre-
sponding to theinitialletter of the name of the
party appearingonthecard. For example, the
firm-name of Doe & Co. and its telephone-num-
ber would be inscribed ona card having a large
letter ‘D ”thereon. Likewiseall other names
commencing with the letter =" D will appear
on cards having a large letter *°

the alphabet would appear on cards provided
each with a large corresponding letter of the
alphabet, the said cards being arranged in al-
phabetical order, -according to the large let-
ters printed thereon. These large lettersare
preferably printed in red or some other color
which will readily attract the eye.  The hub
2, with the cards thus mounted thereon, is ro-
tatably supported in a suitable casing 6, which

is provided with an opening 7, into which ex-

tends one end of the spindle 1. This casing

is provided with a removable side 8, ha,vmtr_'
ts over the sicle ot the cas-

i

a lange 9, which

D?” on them,
and names commencing with other letters of
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ing, where 1t 1s engaged at desired intervals
by spring-retaining clips 10, which while hold-

ing the removable side in place will admit of

its being readily removed at pleasure in or-
cler that the hub may be taken out ot the cas-
ing and one or more cards changed or re-
placed, 1t desired. This removable side also
forms the other support for the spindle 1
which passes through a central opening there-
in, as shown. Upon the end of the spindle

projecting through the side 8 of the casing is

secured a milled nut 11, by which the c;pmdle
hub, and cards are rotated

Ata Sllit‘tble place in the periphery of. the
casing 6 1s provided an opening 12. into which
extends a deflector 13, adapted to impinge on
the free ends of the cards and to retard and
bend them back as they are brought into en-
gagement with said deflector by the rotation
of said hubh.

Attached to one side of the casing 6 is a
bracket 14, which 1s secured by means of the
screws 15 and split collar 16 to the upper por-
tion of the telephone-stand 17. Obviously
the casing may be supported in any other de-
sired manner in proximity to the telephone
mstrument or other deviee with which this in-
vention 1s used.

The operation of the device, as shown, is as
follows: Supposing that it is desired to find
the number of the telephone of Doe & Co.,

the user looks into the opening 12 and turns

the milled nut rapidly until the cards with the
D’s” thereon come into view. Hav-
ing come to the large " D’s” the nut is then
rotated with less rapidity until the name of

- "Doe & Co.” comes into view, when the ro-
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once be apparent.

tation isstopped. The phone- number of Doe

& Co. will appear on the card bearing that

firm-name. Ifthe hand is then removed from
the nut, the deflector 13 will still mark the
place of the card bearing the desired number.
The rapidity and ease with which a desired
telephone-number may thus be found will at
Moreover, if 1t is desired
at any time to replace any of the cards or in-

scriptions thereon they may be readily re-

moved. All that is necessary in this case is
to remove the side 8, when the hub and cards
may be lifted out of the casing. The cards
may be removed from the hub merely by pull-
ing them out of their slots.

From the foregoing description it will be
seen that this invention is capable of many
useful applications. For example, it may be
used as a card-index for 1
rious kinds, and when thus used several de-
vices may be combined and each used as a
unit—that 1s, one device may contain all of
the names coming under one letter of the al-
phabet, another device all names coming un-

der another letter, and so on through the al- |

phabet. Moreover, there are many obvious

mechanical changes which may be made in the

iling systems of va-
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construction of the device without departing
from the spirit of the invention:; but

What I claim as my invention is—

1. Inadeviceof thecharacter described, the
combination with a supporting member, of a
plurality of index-cards arranged in a row one
behind the other and each secured at one end
rigidly tosaid supporting member, a deflector
extending into the path of the free ends of
said cards and adapted and arranged to be
brought into engagement with said free ends
to bend sald cards back one from the other,
for the purposes specified.

2. Inadeviceofthe character described, the
combination with a supporting member, of a
plurality of index-cards each bearing a large
index character and data appropriately ar-
ranged thereunder, said cards arranged in a
row one behind the other and each secured at
one end rigidly to said supporting member, a
deflector extending into the path of the free
ends of said cards and adapted and arranged
to he brought into engagement with said free

ends to bend said cards back one from the

other, for the purposes specified.
3. Inadeviceof the character described, the

combination with a supporting member, of a

plurality of index-cards each bearing a large
incdex character and a telephone-subscriber’s
name and number, said cards arranged in a
row one behind the other and each secured at
one end rigidly to said supporting member, a
deflector extending into the path of the free

ends of said cards and adapted and arranged

to be brought into engagement with said free
ends to bend said cards back one from the
other, for the purposes specified.

4. Inadevice of the character described, the
combination with a movable supporting mem-
ber, of a plurality of index-cards arranged in
a row one behind the other and each secured
at one end rigidly to said supporting member,

a stationary deflector extending into the path

of the free ends of said cards and adapted to
retard the movement of the free ends of said
cards as the said cards are brought into en-
gagement with said deflector by the movement
of said movable-card-supporting member and
to thus bend said cards back one from the
other for the purposes herein specified.

5. Inadeviceof thecharacter described, the
combination with a rotatable hub, of a plural-
ity of index-cards arranged in a row one be-
hind the other around the periphery of said
hub and each secured at one end rigidly to said
hub, a stationary deflector extending into the
path of the free ends of said cards and adapted
to retard the movement of the free endsof said

cards as the same are brought into engage-

ment with said deflector by the rotation of said
hub and thus to bend said cards back one from
the other, for the purposes herein described.

6. Inadeviceof the character described, the

combination with a casing provided with a dis-.
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play-opening,a hub rotatably mounted in said
casing. a plurality of index-cards arranged
around the periphery of said hubin a row one
behind the other and each secured at one end
rigidly to said hub, a deflector extending 1into
said opening and into the path of the freec ends
of said cards and adapted to retard the said
free ends of said cardsasthe same are brought
into contact with said deflector by the rotation
of said hub and to thus bend said cards
one from the other and display one face ot
each card as they are brought successively 1n
tfront of said opening, substantially as de-
scribec.

Ina deviceof the character described, the
combination with a casing having a display-
opening and a removable side, a spindle jour-
naled 1n sald casing and extending through
the side thereotf, a hub mounted upon said

spindle, a milled nut secured to one end of

sald spindle on the outside of sald casing for
the purpose of rotating said hub, a plurality
of mndex-cards arranged around the periphery
of said hubin a row one behind the other and
cach secured at one end rigidly to said hub, a
deflector extending into said opening and into

the path of the free ends of said cards and

aclapted to retard the said free ends of said
cards as the same are brought into contact
with said deflector by the rotation of saicd hub
and to thus bend said cards back one from the

other and display one face of each card asthey
are brought successivelyin front ot said open--

ing, substantially as described.
8. Arotary telephone-directory,comprising

a casing provided with a display-opening and

a removable side, a spindle journaled 1n said
casing and extending therethrough, a hub
mounted on said spindle, amilled nut mounted
on one end of said spindle outside of said cas-
ing for the purpose of rotating said lLub, a
plurality of index-cards each bearing a large
index character and a telephone-subscriber’s
name and number, said cards being arranged
racdially around said hub one behind the other
and each removably and rigidly secured at
one end to said hub, a stationary deflector lo-
cated 1n proximity to the display-opening in
sald casing and adapted to retard the free

so ends of said cards as the same are brought

1n front of said opening,

back

3

into contact with said deflector by the rota-

tion of said hub and to thus bend said cards
back one from the other and display one face
of each card as they are brought successively
substantially as de-

scribed.

9. Inadeviceof the character described, the

combination with a rotatable hub provided

55

with a plurality of radiating slots, of a plu-

rality of index-cards one card of each being
made fast in each of said slots, said cards be-
ing arranged one behind the other around the
periphery of said hub, a stationary deflector
extending into the path of the free ends of
said cardsand adapted toretard the movement
of the free ends of said cards as the same are
brought into engagement with sdid deflector
by the rotation of said hub and thus to bend
said cards back one from the other, for the

purposes herein described.

10. A rotary telephone-directory, compris-
ing a casing provided with a display-opening
and a removable side, a spindle journaled in
said casing and extending therethrough, a hub
mounted onsaid spindle, a milled nut mounted
on one end ot said spindle outside of said cas-
ing for.the purpose of rotating said hub, a
plurality of index-cards each bearing a large

index character and a telephone-subscriber’s
name and number, said cards being arranged

radially around said hub one behind the other

‘and each removably and rigidly secured at

one end to sald hub, a stationary deflector lo-

cated In proximity to the display-opening in

sald casing and adapted to retard the free
ends ot Smd cards as the same are brought
into contact with said deflector by the rota-
tion of said hub and to thus bend said cards
back one from the other and display one face
of each card as they are brought successively

in front of said opening, and a supporting-

bracket secured to. said casing
as described.

Intestimony whereof 1 have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-

S. DUNCAN BLACK.

, substantially

scribing witnesses.

Witnesses:
NANNIE R. BrLaock,
WaLTER A. HouGHTALING.
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