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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE ADAM SCHEHR,
a citizen of the Umted States of America, and
aresident of Cincinnati, inthe county of Ham-
1lton and State of Ohlrc:a,ﬂI haveinvented certain
new and useful Improvements in Handles for
Burial-Caskets or the Like, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in handles, such as are especially adapt-

~ed for use on caskets‘, coffins, and the like;
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and the object of the invention is to provide
a handle of this general character of a simple,
light, and inexpensive nature, having rein-
forcing means of an improved and simplified
construction by means of which the strength

of the handle may be greatly increased, so as |
dle is made in a well- known style and com-
prises an escutcheon-plate adapted for attach-
‘ment by means of screws or the like to the
fin and a swinging arm

to obviate accidental breakage thereof, the
construction and arrangement of the several
parts of the 1mploved handle according to
my invention being such that the increased
strength 1s %ttfuned without making the han-
dle elumsy or unsw*htly in proportion and
without unnecessarily 1 ]1‘]01‘6&81110‘ the cost of
manufacture thereotf.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-

tures of the construction, combination, and
arrangement of the several parts of the im-

proved casket or coffin handle whereby cer-
tain important advantages are attained and
the device is made simpler, cheaper, and other-
wise better adapted and more convenient for
use than various other forms of casket or cof-
fin handle heretofore devised, all as wﬂl be

35 hereinafter fully set forth.
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The novel features of the 11:1170111310]:1 Wlll be
carefully defined in the claim.

In the accompanymo‘ drawings, which serve
to illustrate my invention, Fl@ure 1 is afront

elevation showing a C&SLet or coffin handle

constructed according to my invention:; and
Tig. 2 is a sectional view taken vertically
through the pivotal connection of the swing-
ing arm with the escutcheon-plate of the han-
dle, the plane of the section being indicated
by the line ¢ ¢ 1in Fig. 3.

“dle thereto.
tive view showing the steel arch-brace em-
ployed for strengthening the escutcheon-plate
of the handle to enable it to withstand the
strains to whichitissubjected when the casket

side of a casket or co

Fig. 3 1s a sectional .
view taken vertically and centrally through

the handle in a plane at right angles to the
plane of the section in Fig. 2, the swinging
arm of the handle being in raised position and
a portion of the wall of a casket being shown
in section to illustrate the relation of the han-
Fig. 4 1s an enlarged perspec-

or coffin is ratsed or lifted by means of its
handles. Fig. 5 is a partial sectional view
taken vertically through the escutcheon-plate

of the handle in the plane indicated by the
line 4 4 in Fig. 3 and showing the steel arch-

brace embedded in said escutcheon-plate.
As shown in the views, the improved han-

held by a pivotal connection to the escutch-
con-plate and having a circular loop at 1its

free end adapted for the passage of a hand-

bar, which may be G*I'asped by the hand of a
bearer in lifting and carrying the coffin or
caslet. ‘There are commonly two escutcheon-
plates and swinging arms employed in con-
nection with each hand- bar, the hand-bar be-
ing extended between the swinging arms; but
since my improvements relate more especially
to the improved construction of the escutch-

eon-plate and its swinging arm I have herein

illustrated only these parts.
- 1 indicates as a whole the escuteheon-plate

'.ofthe improved handle, and this plate is usu-
“ally cast from soft metal, so as to adapt it for

being plated, and is made in any suitable de-

sign, being provided with openings 2 2, suit-
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ably arranged for receiving screws or similar

devices for the attachment of the plate 1 to
the side of the casket or cofin. To Lighten
the escutcheon-plate as much as posmble, 1t is

hollowed out upon its rear surface, as clearly

shown in Fig. 3; but at the points where the
openings 2 9 are located the rear surface of
said plateis cast with integral lugs 3 3, through
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which said openings are passed, said lugs be-
ing adapted to engage upon the side surface
of the casket, (indicated at « in the drawings. )

The central portion of the escutcheon-plate
1 1s formed with an outwardly-extended bear-
ing portion or socket-piece 4 of a general
rounded form, and this socket-piece or por-
tion 4 is hollowed out, as shown at 5, upon the

rear surface of the escutcheon-plate, so as to
produce a chamber or socket, in which is

acdapted to be received the rounded pivotal
end 11 of the swinging arm 10 of the handle,
said socket-piece or portion 4 being formed
at opposite sides with outwardly - extended
lugs 6 6, which are perforated for the passage
of a pivot-pin 8, whereon the swinging arm
10 1s held for vertical swinging movement.
The lugs 6 6 are spaced apart from each other,
as shown at 7, and in the space between them
the swinging arm 10 is held for pivotal swing-
ing movement. The pivotal end portion 11
ot the swinging arm 10 is formed at its upper
part with a semispherical surface adapted to
fit snugly within the opening or chamber 5
of the socket-piece or portion 4 and to play
1n said chamber or socketasthe swinging arm
1s moved pivotally into raised or lowered po-
sition, the construction being such that the
opening or socket 5, through which said end
11 plays, is filled and closed at all times there-
by. The free outer end of the swinging arm
10 1s formed with a loop 12 of circular form.
in which isadapted to be held one end portion
of the hand-bar 13, which extends between
the two swinging arms, as above described, a
serew 14 being provided for holding the hand-
bar in relation, as shown in Fig. 3 of the
drawings. At the under side of the pivotal
end 11 of the swinging arm 10 is formed a
shoulder 16, adapted when said armisin raised
position, as indicated in Fig. 3, to engage upon
a shoulder 15, produced on the escutcheon-
plate 1 and extended between the lugs 6 6 and
across the bottom of the space 5, as seen in
Figs. 8 and 5. The swinging arm 10 is also
usually formed from cast metal, sothat it may
be plated and ornamented with any desired
design, and in the soft cast metal from which
sald arm is produced is, as herein shown, em-
bedded a reinforcing or strengthening piece
or strip 18, cut or stamped from sheet or plate
metal of a required strength, said piece or
strip 18 being extended from the pivot-point
of the arm, where it has a perforation for the
passage of the pin 8, to the outer end of said
arm, where it 1s provided with a semicircular
arched or curved portion 202, adapted to ex-
tend around the upper or top portion of the
loop 12 to receive the stress exerted on the
hand-bar 13 in carrying or lifting the casket
or coffin. The pivotal end of said piece or
strip 18 is extended in the portion 11 of the
arm so as to engage over the web or shoul-
der 15 and strengthen said portion 11 of the
arm, when the arm is in raised position.

763,799

For reinforcing and strengthening the es-
cutcheon-plate 1 I provide a strengthening or
reinforcing device, also adapted to be em-
bedded in the soft or cast metal from which
sald plate 1 is formed and of a construction
to form an arch extended across the rounded
upper side of thesocketor opening 5, in which
the pivoted end 11 of the swinging arm works,
soastoform a brace extended above said socket
or opening to enable the escutcheon-plate to re-

sist the strains exerted upon it by the arm 10
when raised, so that crushing or bending ot
the cast-metal escutcheon-plate and possible
breakage thereof when the casket or coffin is
lifted are prevented. The reinforcing or
strengthening device for the escutcheon-plate
1s formed from an elongated piece or strip

~of sheet metal of suitable strength—such as

sheet-steel, for example—and is made in the
torm shown at 19 in Figs. 3, 4, and 5, having
a central bend producing an upper arched
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portion or brace 20, adapted to be extended .

across the rounded upper side of the socket
or opening 5 and of a width such that when
embedded in the plate 1 its outer edge ex-
tends substantially to the full extent as the
outermost portion of the projecting socket-
piece or portion 4 of the escutcheon-plate, as
seen 1n H1g. 3, while 1ts inner edge is extended
to the rear surface of the escutcheon-plate, as
shown at 21 in said figure, and is adapted to
bear or impinge upon the outer surface of the
side wall of the casket or coffin, (indicated at
x 1n said figure,) so that all strains exerted
upon said arched or curved upper portion 20
ot the reinforce or brace are preferably trans-
mitted to the side wall of the casket or coffin.
The semispherical portion of theswinging arm
10 which worksin the socket 5 is of course with-
in the arched portion 20 of the reinforce, and
since the arm 10 (including its reinforce 18)
1s constructed at its upper part with a shoul-
der 17, adapted when the arm is raised to im-
pinge or bear directly upon the outer surface
of the projecting socket-piece or portion 4 of
the plate 1, in which portion said arched brace
20 1s embedded, 1t is evident that the stress ex-
erted upon the upper part of the socket-piece
in lifting and bearing the casket or coffin is
very considerable, and it will also be evident

that by thearrangement of the steel arch-brace

shown such stress or strainispreferably trans-
mitted to the casket or coffin wall and the
crushing or bending of said socket-piece or
portion is altogether avoided. |
Themetal strip or piece from which the rein-
forcing device or brace 19 isformed has its side
portions extended down parallel with each
other below the arched or curved upper part
20, asshown at 22 22 in the drawings, and these
parallel side portions are embedded in the

socket-piece or portion 4 at opposite sides of

the opening or socket 5 and are provided with
perforated lugs 23 23, extended outward from
thelr outer edges, which lugs are embedded in
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the lugs 6 of the cast-metal escutcheon-plate
and have their perforations adapted for the
passage of the ends of the pivot-pin 8. - By this
construction it will also be seen that said lugs
923 alsoserve to bracethe lugs6 6 of the escuteh-
eon-plateand toa Yord a secure and firm mount-
1ing for the ends of the pivot-pin 8, so that the
stmins thereon are talken up and are not im-
posed upon the soft metal from which the es-
cutcheon-plate and said lugs 6 are ordinarily
formed. Below the lugs 23 23 the parallel
sicle portions 22 22 of the steel arch-brace or
reinforce 19 are formed with extended por-
tions 24 24 of reduced width projecting cen-
trally from the end edges of said side portions,

and said extensions 24 are twisted and pro-

vided with perforated and enlarged end por-
tions 25 25, which are bent shightly outside of
the said parallel side portions of the brace and
extend in a plane at right angles to the planes
in which the side portions themselves stand.

Said enlarged and perforated extremities 25

25 are embedded in the lower part of the es-
cutcheon-plate below the projecting socket-
plece or portion 4 and have their perforations
alined with the openings 2 2, through which
are passed the screws for holding the plate 1
upon the side of the casket or coffin, and since
the said extensions are central on the end
edges of the side portions 22 22 it is evident
that the perforated extremities 25 25 will be

embedded in the thickness of the escutcheon-

plate midway between the front and rear sur-
faces thereotf, so that when said screws are in-
serted through the openings 2 2 the steel arch-
brace or reinforce will be securely held in
place upon the side wall of the casket or coffin.

The construction and arrangement of the
steel arch-brace or reinforce 19 for the es-
cutcheon-plate are such that the rear edges
both of its upper curved or arched portion 20
and of its straight and parallel side portions
92 22 are preferably adapted to bear or im-
pinge upon the side of the casket or coffin
wall, the screws passed through the openings
2 2 1n plate 1 being also passed through the
openings 1n the enlarged lower ends of the
extensions 24 24 of the brace, so as to hold
sald brace upon the casket or coffin without
imposing strain upon the sotft-metal body of
theplatel. Thestrainsexerted by the swing-
e arm in lifting or bearing the casket or

coffin will be transmitted in part through the |

pivot-pin 8 to the lugs 23 23 at the sides of
the brace and 1n part to the curved or arched
upper part 20 of said brace; but in both cases
such strains will be altogether transmitted to
the side wall of the casket or coffin and will

“adapted for use.

3

not fall upon the soft east—metal body portion

of the escutcheon-plate.
The construction of the improved casket or
coffin handle with an escutcheon-plate pro-
vided with a reinforce or strengthening de-
vice in the form of an arched brace,, as horein
set forth, is not only extremely simple and
inexpensive, but is also of great strength and
serves to prevent any liability to erushing or
breakage of the soft-metal parts when the
casket or coffin i1s being lifted or borne, so
that the improved handle is especially well
It will also be seen that,
owing to the body portion of the escutcheon-
plate being formed from the soft metal, it
may be readily cast in a very ornate design
and may be plated and highly polished with a
minimum of labor and expense. It will also
be evident from the above description that
the improved handle constructed according to
my invention is capable of considerable moch—
Acation without material departure from the
principles and spirit of the invention, and for
this reason I do not wish to be understood as
limiting myself to the precise form and ar-
rangement of the several parts of the reinfore-
ing and strengthening device herein shown.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

A handle having an escutcheon-plate for at-

tachment to a casket or coffin and formed with
a socket to receive an end of a swinging arm
and with lugs at the sidesof the socket to re-

60

a 75

30

Q0

celve ends of a pivot-pin, said escutcheon-

plate being formed from soft metal in which

18 embedded a hard-metal reinforce the cen-

tral part of which 1s arched over the socket
with a front edge at the front face of the es-
cutcheon-plate and a rear edge at the rear face
of the escutcheon-plate to bear on the casket
or coflin, the ends of the reinforce being ex-
tended down at the sides of the socketand be-

ing anchored in the soft metal and having per-

forated lugs embedded in the lugs of the es-
cutcheon-plate, in combination with a pivot-
pin held in the Iugs and a swinging arm piv-
oted on the pivot-pin with an end adapted to

enter the socket and a shoulder above the

pivot-pin adapted, when the arm is raised, to
engage upon the top of the socket at the front
face of thecentralarched partof the reinforce.
Signed at Cincinnati, Ohio, this 5th day of
December, 1902,
GEORGE ADAM SCHIEHR.
Witnesses:
W. J. BrReED,
JOHN HLras JonEs..
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