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1o all whom it may conecern:

Be 1t known that I, Jou~x Pexcr, a citizen
of the United States, and a resiclent ot Grratis,
in the county of Preble and State of 01110
have invented a new and Improved Fence, of
which the toilowing is a full, clear, and exact
description.

This invention relates to improvements in
metal picket fences, an object being to pro-
vide a metal fence, preferably steel, “that will
be of light structure, yet very Stl ong and
ser vwmble ancd that may be sold at a com-
paratively small price.

I will desecribe a fence embodying my Inven-
tion and then point out the novel features in
the appended claims.

Reterence 1s tobe had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a partof this specification,
in which similar clnractors of reference indi-
cate cor mspondmo‘ parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is an elevation showing a portion

of a tence embodying my invention. Fig. 2
1s a section on the line # z of Fig. 1. Fiﬁ'
1s an elevation of one of the posts. FIO‘ 4

illustrates a corner construction, and Fw' 5
1s a section showing the manner of connectmcr
the meeting ends of the rails.

Each post consists of a base or anchoring
device 1, which may be of cast-iron, and pret-
erably of fr ame construction, so th‘lt the dirt
may be thoroughly packed. therein. On the
upper end of the post 1 is an extension 2, to
which the opposite members 3 4 of the post
are secured, as here shown, by means of bolts
or rivets 5. The post members 34 are trough
or V sh aped In cross-section, and the upper
ends of the two members are drawn together
and attached by a suitable ornament 6 By
making the members 8 4 of the shape indi-

cated the posts are very strong;, yet compara-

tfively light. Secured between the members
of the post are the rails 7 8 9. These rails
also are of steei and V-shaped in cross-section,
with the apexes upward. The several rails
are provided with openings to receive the
long pickets 10, while the bottom rail and the
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middle rail 8 are provided with openings to
receive the short pickets 11.

During the construction of the fence after
placing the pickets in the openings of the
rails pressure is brought to bear upon the
ralls by suitable machmerv to force the rails
iInward around the pickets, as indicated at 12.
T'his inward pressing not only makes a very
strong connection between the rails and pick-
ets, but it adds somewhat to the ornamental
fewtures of the fence. The rails extend be-
tween the members of the post and are se-
cured by bolts 13, connecting with the oppo-
site members of the post above the rails, and
bolts 14, extended through the opposite mem-
bers of the post at the under sides of the rails.
These bolts 13 14 are crossed. and thus the
post members will be rigidly held from tor-
sional or twisting strain. -

The meeting ends of the rmls are SO0 Con-
nected as to perm1t of adjustment in putting
up the fence-panels and also to permit of eX-
pansion and contraction.

As shown in Fig. 5, the end of one rail is
provided with a slot 15, through which a bolt
16 passes, the said bolt passing through an

opening 1n the end portion of the other rail

and having a T-head for engaging thereon.

and on the lower threaded end oi‘ the bolt 1s

a nut 17.
Topresenta smooth appearance at the ]omt

the under rail member is depressed to con-

form to the interior surface of the connectmﬂ'-
rail member, whereby the outer surfaces of
the two mlls will be practically flush. The

posts; but the inner members 18 are provided
with notches to receive the inner portions of
the rails, as clearly indicated in Fig. 4.
Havmﬁ‘ thusdesceribed my 1nve,nt10n Ielaim
asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent—
1. A metal fence comprising posts, each con-
sisting of opposite trough-shaped members.
rails extended between the members, bolts ex-
tended through the members above and be-
low the rails, “and cornér-posts having inner
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-corner-posts are substantially like the other
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and outer members angular in cross-section, In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
ihe inner members of the corner-posts being | to this specification in the presence of twosub- 10
provided with notches to receive the rails. seribing witnesses.
2 Inametal fence, acorncr-post_eomprising | JOHN PENCE.
¢ inner and outer members angular 1n cross-sec-
tion, the inner member being provided with Witnesses:
notches, and V-shaped railsengaging between GraNT HOOVER.
the members and in sald notches. P. M. SALER.
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