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(No model,)

To all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Sararm Woobp CLARK, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,
in the county and State of New York, have in-
vented a new and Improved Musical Instru-
ment, of which the following is a tull, clear.
and exact deseription.

This invention relates particularly to im-
provements 1n upright pilanos or similar up-
rigcht musical instruments, an object being to
employ in connection with such instrument
a curved sounding-board and a curved or con-
caved lid, which also serves as a medium to
diffuse and give enlarged tone and effect to the
sounds defiected upon 1t by the curved board
within the instrument.

I will deseribe a ptano or similar instrument
embodying my invention and then point out
the novel features in the appended claims.

Reference 1sto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in both figures.

Figure 1 1s a rear elevation of a pilano or
similar Instrument embodying my invention,
and Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation thereof.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates an
upright piano having the ordinary sounding-
board 2, behind which is a sound-chamber 8
Arranged in the sound -chamber and here
shown as forming practically the rear wall
thereof 1s an aumh‘u‘ sounding or deflecting
board 4 made in *‘Lccord‘mce with my lnven-
tion. This soundmo-bom d 4 1s curved verti-
cally—that 1s, from the lower portion of the
Instrument to bhe upper portion thereof—the
concavity of the curve being at the inner sn:.e;
but in the direction of the length ot the piano
the board extends in straight lines. As here

shown, the sounding-board 4, which 1s made
of any suitable material, has attached to 1t

strips 5, which are secured to the back posts
6 of the instrument-casing by means of screws
7. The sounding-board, however, may be
otherwise arranged in the casing without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention.

The lid or cover 8 is hinged to the rear top
rail of the Instrument-casing, and conse-
quently extends over the open upper end of
the sound-chamber 3. This lid or cover 8 is
concaved, the concavity beine downward—
that 18, it 1s curved both transversely and
legthwise, practically forming a shell-like
structure.

Havingthusdescribed myinvention, I claim

as New ‘md desire tosecure by Letters Pﬂtent—

1. In an upright piano or like instrument,
a vertically - disposed and vertically -curved
souncing-board the lines of said board heing
Stl“uﬂ'ht lengthwise of the Instrument, and a
curved lid.

2. In an upright piano or like mcstl ument,
the combination with a main sounding-hoar {].,
of a vertically-disposed and vertically-curved
supplemental sounding-board arranged rear-
ward of the main sounding-board the lines of
said supplemental board b(‘*mg straightlength-
wise of the mstrument, and a lid &dapted to
extend over the space between the two sound-
ing-bhoards.

3. Inanupright piano, the combination with
a maln sounding-bhoard, of a vertically -dis-
posed and vertically - curved supplemental
sounding-board, the Iines of said supplemental
board lengthwise of the piano being straight.

In testimony whereot I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

SARAH WOOD CLARK.

Witnesses:
Jxo. M. R1rTER,
C. R. FErcusox.
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