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To all whom it ma 1 COnCeriv:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK DROWNS, of
Malden, in the county of Middlesex and State
of M&ssachusetts, have invented certain new
and usetul Improvements in Telephone-Direc-
tories, of which the follomntr is 2 specifica-
tion.

This invention has for its object to provide

a directory adapted to surround the mouth-

piece of a telephone and to detachably en-
gage a serles of name-strips or cards which
when 1n place radiate from the mouthpiece
and are adapted to be readily applied to and
removed from the base or body of the direc-

tory, so that changes in names and addre%ses

~ can be conveniently made.

The invention consists in the 1mpr0ved di-
rectory which I wﬂl nOw proceed to describe

| rmd claim.
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Of the accompanwnﬂ' drawings, forming a

part of this specification, qure 1 represents
a front elevation of a dlI‘thOIV embodying
my invention. FKig. 2 represents a section on
line 2 2 of Kig. 1.

largement of a portion of Fig. 2. Fig. 4rep-

~ resents a part of the body portlon of the di-
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rectory with a name-strip removed. Fig. 5
represents one of the name-strips removed

from the body of the directory. Fig. 6 rep-

resents a perspective view showing the 1m-

proved directory applied to the mouthpiece

of a telephone. Kig. T represents a perspec-
tive view of the pointer shown in Figs. 1, 2,
and 6 and the support for said peinter.

The same letters of reference indicate the
same parts in all of the figures. | .
In the drawings, represents a flat plate

or body which is preferably of circular form
and provided with a central orifice ¢’ of suf-
ficient diameter to embrace the inner part of
the mouthpiece § of a telephone. The plate
a 18 preferably made of suitably stiff card-
board or paper, although it may be of any
other suitable construction, such as thin sheet
metal—aluminium, for example

¢ ¢ ¢ represent a series of tapering or sec-
tor-shaped name-strips or cards which are

detachably secured to the plate ¢ and radiate

from the center thereof, the plate being pro-

d bemo‘ her elnaftel reterl ed to as the
slots. - |

Flg. 3 represents an en-

‘vided with means for detachably engaging 5o

both the inner and outer end portions of the
strips or cards c.

The preferred means for

engaging the end portlons of the cards are as

follows

d d d represent a circular series of slots
formed in the plate- in relatwely cloge prox-
imity to the margin of the orifice &', Sald SlOtb
inner’”’
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¢ erepresent a circular series of slots located 60

in relatively close proximity to the outer edge
or margin of the plate a, said slots beinglonger
than the slots d, being hereinafter referred to
as the "“‘outer” slots. The sector -shaped
name-strips care formedso that their narrower
ends can be inserted in the slots ¢ and their

wider ends in the slots ¢, the entire series be-

ing closely arranged, so as to practically cover
the surface of the plate «. When the strips ¢
are thus inserted, they are securely held by
friction between the edges of the several

slots, so that they are retained in place on the

sheet ¢ and at the same time can be readily
removed when the addresses upon them are

obsolete, the spaces thus left vacant being

adapted to be filled by new strips. 1 prefer

- to provide an additional series of outer slots

¢, which are parallel with and extend beside
the slots e. 'The material of the sheet between

each slot ¢ and the accompanying slot ¢ is thus
converted into a cross bar or band «¢°, which
extends across the outer portion of one of the

strips ¢, the outer end of the strip being passed
through the slot ¢, so that said outer end is
located on the tront side of the sheet @. The
part constituting the cross-bar «* is offset or
pressed outw ardly from the body of the plate
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o to enable the strip ¢ to be conveniently -

passed under 1t.- The material at the inner

edges of the slots ¢ may also be offset or
pressed outwardly to facilitate the insertion

of the inner ends of the strips ¢ in said slots.

All of the described slots d, ¢, and ¢ are stag-
gered or offset from each other—that 1s to

90

say, in each series of slots every alternate slot 95

1s farther from the center of the sheet than
the other slots, so that sufficient material 1s

afforded between the adjacent ends of the slots




-

to insure sufficient strength and also permit
the close arrangement of the strips above re-
ferred to. |

The central orifice &' is preferably provided
with a ring or bushing ¢, having in its outer
portion a peripheral groove y', which receives

the inner margin of the plate e¢—that is to

- say, the portion of said plate forming the
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boundary of the orifice ¢’. The bushing ¢
bears upon the mouthpiece 4 and suitably re-
inforces or strengthens the central portion of
the plate, preventing the latter from being
worn or indented by the mouthpiece.

i represents a pointer which is formed on
or affixed to a ring A/, inserted in the groove

4

g'. The ring A’ is revoluble in the groove ¢,

so that it may be turned forward or back, and

the pointer 2 projects outwardly over the in-
ner end of one of the strips ¢. The object of
the pointer is to enable the user of a telephone
to indicate the card of a subscriber to whom

he desires to call and with whom he has been

unable to make connection.

The front of the plate @ and the cards ¢
thereon may be protected against dust and
dirt by aremovable transparent annular cover

2, which may be made of celluloid or other

suitable transparent material, formed into an
annulus of suitable width to cover the strips
or cards ¢. The outer margin of the trans-
parent annular shield # may be detachably se-
cured to the marginal portion of the plate z
by any suitable means, such as by ears 2/,

formed 11:11360'1:'&1 with the flexible material ot |

the shield 2, said ears being provided with
socket members v, adapted to yieldingly en-
cgage stud members ¢°, affixed to the plate «
and projectinfr from the back thereof, the
ears 2 being bent over the margin of the
plate «.

. The described directory furnishes in a con-
venient relation to the mouthpiece  a large
number of name-strips which may be readlly
changed as occasion may require. - The card

may be rotatable upon the mouthpiece & to
bring any name into posﬂsmn to be conven-
1ently read. |

The card may be extended outwardly be-
yond the outer ends of the name-strips suffi-

ciently to form an annular field to conta,ln acl-
vertising matter.

763,093

I claim—
1. A directory compmsmﬂ a plate having a

central orifice, a circular series of short inner

slots surrounding said orifice, and a circular
series of relatively longer outer slots adjacent
to the margin of the plate, said slots being ar-
ranged torecelve the opposite end portions of
a series of sector-shaped radlatmcr name-strips
or cards.

2. A directory comprising a pla,te having a
central orifice, a circular series of short inner
slots surrounding said orifice and arranged to
recelve the inner ends of a series of radially-
arranged sector-shaped name-strips or cards,
two circular series of outer slots longer than

6o

the inner slots and arranged to receive the -

outer ends of said strips, said slots forming
the edges of loops or cross-pieces integral with
the plate and extending across the outer por-
tions of the na,me—strlps

3. A directory comprising a plate having a
central orifice, a circular series of strip - en-
gaging inner slots, and a circular series of

strlp engaging outer slots, the slots of each

75

series bemﬂ" staggered or offset, theinner slots - -

being shorter than the outer slots to friction-

ally engage sector-shaped strips.

4. A directory.comprising a plate having a

central orifice, a series of name-strips radiat-

ing from said orifice, and a pointer freely rev-
oluble about said orifice either forward or

backward.

5. A directory comprising a plate having a
central orifice, a series of name-strips radiat-

ing from said orifice, an annular bushing sur-

rounding sald orifice and having a marginal
groove recelving the margin of the orifice, and

a ring rotatably engaged with said groove and

provided with a pointer. _
6. A directory comprising a plate having a

central orifice, means for detachably connect-

Ing a series of radially-arranged name-strips

or cards to said plate, a transparent shield or

cover for said strips, and means 'fordetachajalv
securing sald shield to the card.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK DROWNS.
Witnesses:

R. M. PIERSON,
K. BATOHILDE.
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