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To all -z-i,ziwﬂ’z[ A7 m/m/ CONCern:
Be it known that I, James F. RouzE, a citi-

~ zen of the United States, residing at Newton,
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in the county of Jasper and State of Towa,
have.invented certain.new and useful Im-

provements in Adjustable Scaffolds for Lad-

ders, of which the following is a specification.
The objects of my invention are to provide
a device of this class of simple, durable, and

Inexpensive construction designed to support

a platform from a ladder and to be attached
either to the outer or inner sides of an in-
clined ladder with its upper end resting
against a building or other support.

A further object is to provide a device of
this class that is supported upon a number of
rounds of a ladder in such manner that its
movement laterally on the roundsis prevented
or limited, and, further, to provide a scaffold-
support of this kind the body portion of which

- restsupon the central portions of the rounds,so
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that a person may easily and conveniently use
the ladder even when the scaffold-support is in
position,and a further object is to provide sim-

ple, Inexpensive, and easily-adjusted means

by which the scaffold-support may be adjusted
to engage any number of rounds of a ladder
even 1f such rounds are at different distances
apart on the same ladder, or the device may
be used on ladders in which .the rounds are
spaced apart differently. |

My invention consists in certain details in
the construction, arrangement. and combina-
tion of the various parts of the device where-
by the objects contemplated are attained, as
hereinafter more fully set forth, pointed out
In my claims, and illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 shows in perspective the upper
end of a ladder with my improved scaffold-
support applied thereto as in practical use,
also showing a platform supported on the
scaffold; and Fig. 2 shows an enlarged detail
sectional view through the lower portion of
the scaffold-support to show the means for
adjusting the round-engaging hooks.

Reterring to the accompanying drawings,
I have used the reference-numeral 10 to indi-
cate the ladder sides, and 11 the rounds, which

are of the ordinary construction and which
may be spaced apart as desired.

The scaffold comprises two parallel bars 12,
preferably of metal and of a length capable
of engaging a.number of rounds of an ordi-
nary ladder. These bars are held apart by
the blocks 13, and their upper ends are flared
outwardly at 14 and provided with hooks 15
designed to engage one of the ladder-rounds.
These hooks are separated from each other far
enough to stand near to the ladder-uprights
when placed upon one of the rounds, as clearly
shown 1n the drawings;, so that when the hooks
15 are placed upon a round they will prevent
or limit lateral movement of the scaffold-sup-
port relative to the ladder and so that the

body portions 12 will rest upon the central por-

tions of the rounds below the one to which the
hooks are attached. Secured to the parts 14
immediately below the hooks 15 is a solid
cross-pilece 16, designed to support the plat-
form - bracket, hereinafter deseribed. This
platform-bracket comprises two parallel sides
17, preferably of metal, having perforations
18 at their outer ends and having their inner
ends inclined away from each other and pro-
vided with loops 19, rotatably mounted upon
the cross-piece 16, the edges of the loops 19
standing close to the inner faces of the parts
14. These parts 17 are spaced apart by the

block 20-and held in position relative to cach
other by rivets 21, running through them and

through the said bloek 20.
The reference - numeral 22 indicates a
bracket-brace having a notch 23 at its lower

end for purposes hereinafter made clear and

having a series of perforations 24 at its upper
end. The numeral 25 indicates a pin to be
passed through one of the openings 24 to piv-
otally and adjustably connect the bracket with
the said bracket-support.

In order to connect the scaffold members 12

with the rounds of a ladder, I have provided

a number of hooks each composed of a flat

“body portion 26, provided with a longitudinal

slot 27 and a hook 28. A number of bolts 29

-are passed through the slots 27 and through

the parts 12, so that by loosening the nuts 30

| on the said bolts 29 the hooks may be adjust-
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tral portions of the rounds.

ed up and down on the parts 12. The lower
one of the hooks has the hook portion formed
at 1ts lower end instead of at its top, as clearly
shown in Fig. 1; otherwise it i1s the same as
the one just described.

In practical use and assuming that it 1s de-
sired to attach the device to a ladder, first
grasp the entire scatfold by holding the parts
12 1n one hand.
the
ladder. When the operator re‘whes the
proper position on the ladder, he places the
hook 15 on the ladder around the body por-
tion of the scaffold
portion of the rounds below. Then each of
the hooks 28 1s adjusted so that 1t will engage
the adjacent round of the ladder, as shown in
Fig. 1. Thenthe bracketisswungoutwardly
until 1t reaches a substantially horizontal po-
sition, and then the bracket-support 22 1s
placed in position with its notched lower end
resting against one of the bolts 29 and be-
tween the sides 12. Then the plank or scaf-
fold may be placed upon the bracket. It is
prevented from moving outwardly beyond
the end of the bracket by the projecting up-

per end of the bracket-support. In use it fre-.

quently happens that on a ladder the rounds
will be different distances apart, and in differ-
ent ladders the distance between the rounds
varies greatly, so that a scaffold-support hav-
ing hooks thereon designed to be attached
to two or move rounds will fit only a com-
paratively few ladders unless some adjusting
means is provided. In use it frequently hap-

pens that scaffold-supports in which the whole -

weilght of the scaffold is thrown upon one
round of a ladder will cause the round to
break, and thus accidents occur, and for this
reason 1t 18 a matter of great importance that

three or four different rounds, and hence the
advantage of having adjustab]e hooks to en-
gage the several rounds, so that the device
may be easily fitted to ladders having rounds
spaced apart at different distances. 1t is also
desirable in a device of this kind that the
scaffold -support shall not prevent persons
from passing upwardly and downwardly past
the scaffold. Hence the great advantage in
connecting the scaffold-support with the cen-
However, 1f this

. In this way the operator may
have one hand free for use in ascending t

resting against the central

the weight of the Smffold be distributed upon
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were done throughout the entire scaffold-sup-

port then the bracket might swing laterally,
and for this reason I have spread the upper
ends of the scaffold, as shown, so that the
bracket 1s firmly supported 1In position. Ob-
viously the device may be used on the under
side of an inclined ladder in the same way as
on the outer side, as shown in the drawings,
1t being necessary only to change the angle
of the bracket, which may be done in the man-
ner before described.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States therefor, 1s—

1. In a device of the class deseribed, the

combination of two parallel bars connected
with each other and spaced apart a slight dis-
tance and having their upper end portions in-
clined away from each other and provided
with integral hooks, a number of hooks ad-

justably connected with said parallel bars, a

cross-plece mounted in the separated upper
ends of said bars, a bracket composed of two
bars having loops at their ends prvoted to said

cross-piece and having their body portions

close to each other and a bracket-brace pivot-
ally and adjustably attached to the bracket
and pivotally and detachably connected with
the lower ends of said parallel bars.

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of two parallel bars connected
with each other and spaced apart a slight dis-
tance and having their upper end portions in-
clined away from each other and hooks formed
on said upper end portion, a number of hooks
adjustably connected with said parallel bars,
a cross-plece mounted in the separated upper
ends of said bars, a bracket composed of two
bars having loops at their ends, pivoted to
sald cross-piece and having their body por-

tions close to each other, and a bracket-brace

pivotally and adjustably connected with the

bracket projecting a slight distance above 1t

and having a notched lower end, and bolts in
the lower ends of said parallel bars to sup-
port said notched end of the brace, substan-
tially as and for the purposes stated.

JAMES F. ROUZE.

Witnesses:
O. C. MEREDITH,
F. . MEREDITH.
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