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To all whom & may concern:
Be 1t known that I, ExEanor A. LEARMAN,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Cleveland, in the county of Cuya-

hoga and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Appliances
tor Treatment of Disease; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it pertains to make and use the same.
This invention relates to improvements in
appliances for utilizing medicated air, steam,
or vapor, and more especially to an appliance
of this character adapted for the treatment of
diseases and weaknesses peculiar to women.
One object of this invention is to provide an
appliance of this character by means of which
treatment can be taken at all times without
fatigue or inconvenience and such that a pa-
tient can also avail herself of the treatment
even when 1n a very weak or debilitated con-

dition.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide means whereby a patient can avail her-

self of treatment by means of a douche while
1n a recumbent position.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide an appliance of this character which can

casily be kept clean and in a sanitary condi-

tion, which is capable of being packed or
stored in a small space when not in use, and
which can be cheaply manufactured.

My invention, therefore, consists in provid-
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Ing, in combination with a tub or similar re-

~ eeptacle having a large bottom area, a sheet
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of flexible material, such as canvas, arranged
to extend across the top of the tub and pro-
vided with a single opening and means for
suspending said sheet of flexible material
from the sides of the tub.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
view 1llustrating a bath-tub equipped with
my 1mproved appliance. Fig. II is a detail
view showing the method of removably se-
curing the hooks to the sheet. |

Agalin referring to the drawings, ¢ repre-
sents a bath-tub of the ordinary construection

provided with the usual flange @ around its
rim.

b represents a sheet of canvas or similar

material, at predetermined points along the

sides and- ends of which I form a series of

eyelets ¢, preferably in a double row. These

‘eyeletsare bound with brass or in any suitable

way to prevent the material of the sheet from
g1ving or tearing at these points.

- ¢ represents my device for securing the
sheet of canvas to the sides of the tub. This
device consists of a strip of iron or similar

| material bent upon itself at both ends in the

same direction, so as to form two hooks ¢
and ¢’, respectively. The hook ¢*is arranged

.to engage with the flange around the rim of
‘bath-tub. The hook ¢ is smaller than the

hook ¢° and is adapted to be inserted in one
of the eyelets ¢. In the drawings I have

-shown the sheet supported by eight of these

devices; but of course more or less of these
devices can be used, according to the dimen-
ston of the sheet and the strength of the ma-
terial. A little below the center of the sheet
1 form an opening d, preferably a diamond-
shaped opening. This opening @ is bound in
a sultable manner to prevent the sheet 4 from
tearing at this point. Near the top of the
sheet & I secure a pillow ¢, which I have

‘shown as composed of two sections secured

together at their respective edges and also to
the canvas. This arrangement allows one
halt of the pillow to be folded back on the
half above or the half above to be folded down

on the lower half so as to accommodate the lo-

cation of the pillow to the head of the party
using the appliance.

The operation and use of my device is as
follows: The tub ¢ is first filled with hot
water, and the sheet is then secured across
the top of the tub by the device ¢. The hooks
¢’ are preferably secured in the inner row of
eyelets, so that the edge of the sheet will

lap on the flange of the tub. All the steam

and vapor rising from the comparatively
large surface of water in the tub must pass
through the opening ¢ and will therefore
come 1n contact with the affected parts before
1t becomes cooled or mixed with the sur-
rounding air. In cases where it is necessary
or desirable to use a douche my appliance is
most serviceable; as the douche can be used
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while the patient is in a recumbent attitude,

“which not only lessens the fatigue of the

treatment, but also facilitates the, use ot the

douche zmd increases 1ts eficiency. All the
waste drains directly through the opening i1n

the center of the sheet without causing the
least inconvenience.

I am aware that appliances have been macde
for this purpose, such as rubber bed-pans;
but these have proved ineflective i many
cases and are always troublesome and hard to
manage. When using my device, the patient
can lie on the sheet as comfortably as in bed
and can undergo the treatment for any length
of time without fatigue or weariness, which

is quite an object in an appliance ot this char-

acter, for in certain cases the treatment must
be continued for a considerable length of
time bhefore the inflammation subsides and the
contracted parts relax and resume their nor-
mal functions. | '

If for any reason it 1s ‘LdVl%ELb]O to allow
some of the steam or vapor to escape between
the edges of the canvas and the sides of the
tub, it can be accomplished by securing the
hooks ¢’ in the outer row of eyelets. 1t will
be seen that when my appliance

762,643

is not in use 1t may be easily disengaged from
the tub and packed away on a shelf or in a
drawer. Also when the canvas sheet becomes
soiled the hooks may be removed therefrom
and the sheet laundried in the usua] manner.

What I claim 1s—

An appliance for the treatment of disease
COllSlStll‘]O of a sheet of canvas having a cen-
tral opening therein and pr ov1de,d with two
rows of eyelet-holes around its edge, hooks
each detachably connected at one end to said
evelet-holes and their outer ends adapted to
engage the flange or rim of a bath-tub for
holding said canvas above the water-line in
the bath-tub, and a head-rest secured to the
canvas, said appliance designed to be detach-
ably connected to an 01dmaly bath-tub for
olving steam or vapor baths, SUbSt‘LHtI&HV as
doscnbed |

In testimony whereof I sign the toreo oIng

specification, In the presence ot two witnesses,
this 14th day ot Auoust 1902, at Cleveland,

BELEANOR A. LILARMAN.

_ Ohjo.

Witnesses: .
Vicror C. LiyNcH,
. M. Havyms:
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