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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Leon S. GREENBERG, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ne-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Gripping Devices for Gar-
ters, &c.; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear,.and exact description of

™

the invention, such as will enable othersskilled

—

1n the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to numerals of ref-
erence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. o

The objects of this invention are to provide,
especially for garters,a gripping device which
will engage the stocking without injuring the
same, to utilize the normal strain or pull of
the garter to lock the gripping device and
hold it locked and yet enable said oripping

~device to be readily released upon slackeningo

the garter, to present a smooth front exte-
rior and a simple compact structure, and to

~obtain other advantages and results, some of
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which may be referred to hereinafter in con-
nection with the description of the working
parts.

The invention consists in the improved
gripping device for garters, &c., and in the
arrangements and combinations of the parts
of the same, all substantially as will be here-
inafter set forth and finally embraced in the
clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, in

which like numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding partsin each of theseveral figures,
Figure 1 is a front view of my invention in
normal position and closed. Figs. 2 and 3

- are edge views of the same open and closed,
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respectively. Fig. 4 shows the base portion
or member in plan and edge view, and Fig.
o 1s a section of the same on line z of said
plan. Fig. 6 shows a plan and edge view of
the pivoted gripping member, and Fig. 7
similarly illustrates the locking-lever. Fig.
8 shows a modified construction of base mem-
ber in plan and edge view, and Fig. 9 simi-
larly illustrates the cushion employed in said
modified construction. |

In said drawings, 2 indicates the base por-

‘be described.

tion or member of my improved gripping de-
vice, comprising a strip of sheet metal having
at one end ears 3 3, bent up from its opposite
side edges and perforated to receive a pin 4,
on which the gripping-jaw 5, hereinatter de-
scribed, is pivoted. ‘At its opposite end said
strip 2 1s enlarged or widened laterally, as at
6, to form a seat, against which the gripping-
Jaw may press in grasping, the central por-
tion of said end 6 being pressed or stamped
forwardly outward and providing a projec-
tion 7, which may be and preferably is cov-
ered with velvet, chamois, or the like, as at 8.
The gripping-jaw 5 is also formed of a single
piece of sheet metal and has at its opposite
side edges intermediate of the ends ears 9 9
to receive the pivotal pin of bar 4. A spiral
spring 19, wound upon the said pin, serves to
force the biting ends of the jaw and base mem-
bers normally apart in any suitable manner.
Forward from its ears 9 the said jaw 5 has a
bend or offset toward the base member, so
that its end portion 10 will close flatwise there- -
against. Said end portion is laterally extend-
ed to correspond to the shape of the end 6 of
the base member and is centrally apertured,
as at 11, to receive the protuberance 7 on the
end of the base member, and thereby grip a
stocking edge or the like firmly between, as
will be understood.

At the rear end of the body member 2 the
ears 3 3 are extended rearward, as at 16, and
perforated to receive integral lugs or pintles
15 on the edges of a locking-lever 13 next to
This locking-lever comprises
a. plece of sheet metal tapered at its rear end
anc having each tapering edge 17 adapted to
be rolled inwardly upon the end of a cord 18,
such as usually extends to the upper portion
of a garter. (Not shown.) The locking-le-
ver 13 1s adapted when strain is brought upon
the said cord 18 to lie in substantially an ex-
tension of the plane of the base member 2.
At or near the transverse line of its pivot-
lugs 16 the forward end of said lever is bent
at right angles toward the rear end of the
gripping-jaw 5. Said rear end of the OrIp-
ping - jaw 1s furthermore inclined or curved
concavely toward the locking-lever, as at 12,
and provides a bearing upon which the up-
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turned extremity 14 of the locking -lever
presses in closing with a wedge action, which
not only causes a firm grip of the stocking or
other article, but also prevents any unloosen-
ing of such grip while the strain on the cord
18 continues. At the same time the device
can bereadily loosened by relaxing such strain.
The extremity of said curved end 12 of the
oripping-jaw engages the torward end of the
locking-lever when closed, and, furthermore,
the curvature of said end 12 is such that 1ts
said extremity abuts against the locking-lever
perpendicularly, or approximately so. Not
only is a stop thus provided to limit swinging
of the locking-lever in a direction to close the
oripping-jaw, but also the rear extremity of
the gripping -jaw is cffectively shielded or
protected from any possible catching upon
the garments or the like, there being pre-
sented when the garter is worn only the smooth
rounded or beveled surface 12, as will be un-
derstood. |

Under some conditions I may prefer to form
in the enlarged end of the body member 2 an
aperture instead of the protuberance 7 de-
seribed and seat in said aperture a rubber but-
ton, as shown in Ifigs. 8 and 9, said button
composing a shank 22 to lie in the aperture,
with flanges or heads 21 23 at opposite ends
adapted to overlie the opposite sides of the
body member and a protuberance 20, centrally
disposed on the head 21 next the gripping-
jaw. By this construction a rubber base 1s

provided for the jaw to bite against.
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Havine thus described the invention, what
I claim as new 1s—
1. A gripping device for garters, &c., com-
prising a body portion substantially straight
at its outer side from end to end, a gripping
member pivoted intermediate of its ends at
the inner side of said body portion interme-
diate of the ends thereof, one end of said grip-
ping member being bent to lie against the cor-
responding end of the body portion and form

therewith cooperating Jaws adapted to grasp

a carment, and the other end of the said mem-
ber extending beyond the body portion and
being curved concavely toward the plane of
the said straight outer side of the body por-
tion and terminating at said plane substan-
tially perpendicular thereto, and a bent lock-
ing-lever fulerumed at its bend upon the end
of the body portion and having one arm adapt-
ed to lie in the planc of the said straight outer
side of the body portion, the other arm ex-
tendine toward the grippimg member to en-
gaoe the same at its curved end and being
covered and inclosed by said curved end.

9. The improved gripping device for gar-
ters, &c., herein described, comprising n 1ts
construction a straieht flat body portion of
sheet metal formine at one end a gripping
face or seat and having at its opposite sides
ears 3, 3, hent to project from said body por-
tion at the side having said seat, said ears be-
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ing perforated to provide bearings for a ful-

crumal pin and having extensions projecting
edoewise beyond the end of the body portion
opposite that having the said seat, said exten-
sions being perforated to receive the pivotal
lugs or pintles of a locking-lever, a pin se-
cured in said ears, a oripping-jaw fulerumed on
said pin, having its gripping end bent toward
the plane of the body portion to oppose the
said seat thereof, the other end of said grip-
ping-jaw projecting beyond the end of the
body portion having said ears and being also
bent toward the plane of the body portion,
and a locking-lever comprising a piece of sheet
metal bent transversely and having atits oppo-
site edges near the said bend projecting pintles

adapted to enter the perforations in the exten-

sions of the ears 3, 8, the outer part of said lock-
ing-lever in normal locking position lying In
the plane of the body portion and having 1ts
other end projecting perpendicular to said
plane to engage the gripping-jaw, said outer
part of the locking-lever being adapted to re-
ceive a garter and providing at its inner side
a bearing for the extremity of the gripping-
jaw, substantially as set forth. |

3. The improved gripping device for gar-
ters, &c., comprising a hody portion consist-
ing of a straight and flat piece of sheet metal
having at one end an enlarged or laterally-
widened seat lying in-the plane of said body
and provided with a covering of soft material,
said body portion having at its opposite sides
cars 3, 3, bent to project from the plane of said
body and being perforated to provide bearings
for the fulerumal pin, the said ears 3, 3, ex-
tending edgewise beyond that end of saic
body opposite the end having the widenac
seat and, near to the plane of said body, be-
ing perforated to receive pivotal lugs or pin-
tles of a locking-lever, a pin secured in sald
ears 3, 3, a spring on said pin, a lever-like
oripping-jaw fulerumed on said pin, one end

of said eripping-jaw being bent toward the

plane of the body portion and again bent to
lic parallel with the said body and oppose a
broad eripping-surface to the widened seat,
and the other end of said gripping-jaw pro-
jecting beyond the said end of the body hav-
ing said projecting ears, and being bent 1n-
ward toward the plane of the said body, said
hent end of the gripping-jaw lying substan-
tially perpendicular to the plane of said body,
and a locking-lever also comprising a piece of
sheet metal angularly bent transversely, and,
at its opposite sides, near to the angle there-
of, having laterally-projecting pintlesadapted

TC

75

30

g0

95

IOS

110

115

120

to enter the perforations in the upwardly-pro-

jecting ends of the ears 3, 3, the outer part of
the said locking -lever, when in its normal
locking position, lying in the plane of said
body portion, and having its other end pro-
jecting perpendicular to the plane of said
body portion into engagement with the grip-
ping-jaw, said outer part of the locking-lever
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being provided with means to receive a ver-
tical cord and at its forward face providing a
bearing against which the inwardly - turned
extremity of the gripping-jaw is adapted to
bear,when said parts are in their said normal
locking position, to prevent forward move-
ment of the said outer part of the locking-le-
ver, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing 1

have hereunto set my hand this 1st day of 10
August, 1902.

LEON S. GREENBERG.

Witnesses:
CHARLES H. PrLL,
Russtrr. M. EVERETT.
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