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To wll whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Ebpwarp M. ZACHARIAS,

‘a cltizen of the United States,and a resident of

the borough of Brooklyn, city and State ot
New York have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Ruling-Pen Cleaners,
of which the following is a SDeCIﬁca,tlon

The subject of the present invention is a

simple, iInexpensive, and useful device adapt-
ed for service in cleaning ruling-pens. Asis

well known, the most common practice to ac-

complish such-cleaning 1s to hold the pen in

one hand and draw a piece of cloth or other

suitable material between the end portion of
the blades or members constituting the k-

carrying parts of the pen. Such method of
cleaning is open to objection, notably on ac-

- count of the fact that the user’s fingers are

20

30

35

40

45

liable to become soiled, besides involving the
presence of a loose piece of rag or other ma-
terial around the drawing-board or other work.
By my invention I obwviate such objection by
providing a simple thin blade device to which
a strip of fabric may be reacily attached and
conveniently removed for replacement for a
fresh piece when requisite.

In the accompanying drawings, formmo‘
part of this specification, qure 1 is a per-
spective view of my improved pen-cleaning
device having a strip of cloth applied there-
to. FKig. 2 1s a horizontal sectional plan, on
a larger scale, of thecleaning device disclosed
in Fig. 1, the section being taken in the plane
indicated by the dotted lines 2 2 of said latter
figure. Fig. 3 1s a side view of the cleaning
device with the fabric removed.
5 are somewhat similar views 1illustrating
moclifications. Fig. 6 1sa sectional plan view
of the device shown in Fig. 5, the section be-
1110' taken on the dotted lme 6 6 of said latter
igure. KHig. 7 1s a detail view illustrating a
manner by which the flattened part of the de-
vice disclosed in Fig. 5 may be produced.

Similar reference characters designate cor-
responding parts throughout the several fig-

-~ ures of the drawings where they occur.

The main or prominent part ot the device
integrally comprises a blade A and a handle
extension B, the latter involving the narrow
or neck portiondandlarger rounded extremity
0. Theblade A,while comparatively narrow

Figs. 4 and

in cross-section throughout, converges to the
forward vertical edge «, the back edge ¢
being, for the purposes of effective cleaning
and also of strength, slightly thicker. At the
base end where it merges into the neck the
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material of the blade thickens to also con- -

tribute strength. The upper part of the
front edge of the blade rounds to the rear,

where it intersects at thé top above &° to form
a conjunction there with a point «', which
may be employed to dislodge dried ink from
the pen-blade and for other purposes. In
the body of the blade A is a vertically-extend-
ed slot C, which terminates at its upper and
lower ends in a small opening ¢ of somewhat
larger diameter. That portion of the blade

forming the rear edge ¢ of the slot C is

toothed or serrated, as indicated most clearlg
in Fig. 3. In practice a strip or length D of

fabric is passed through the slot, so that 1t

can be folded back, and one of its folds, <,
passed through a slit therefor in the other
fold, ¢, to secure such strips in engagement
with the blade. With the parts thus con-
ditioned the blade A can be forced between
the two members of the pen, the front edge
¢ and thin cross-sectional character of the
blade A permitting such introduction be-
tween the pen membets without occasioning
any undue force orstrain. In moving through
between such members the blade will evenly
and regularly draw the fabric atter it, there-
by causing such fabric to remove and reoewo
the 1nk from the pen. The serrated edge ¢

of the slot operates to maintain the hbuc 1n

desirablespread conditionand preventsitfrom
becoming curved or bunched on the blade.

By sm'lply shifting the fold « relative to the
fold ¢’ new cleamnmsurta,ce of the fabric can
be brought into play to cooperate more im-
mediatel y with the blade.

Instead of passing the strip of fabric through
the slot and securing such strip, as indicated
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the material of which the
blade- handle is made can possess sufiicient re-
siliency to permit the split handle B', Fig. 4,
to-be spread sufficiently for the in.troduction
of the fabricintotheslotC’. A clamping-ring
B? can be slipped upon the handle to firmly
hold its members together.

The general configuration and capacity ot
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the blade, neck, and handle can be secured by
bending a single piece of wire B? so that its
terminal portions /° overlap each other and
are capable of being separated laterally to
enable the fabric to be introduced at this point,
if desired. The blade-like effect of the upper

portions ¢’ ¢’ can be attained by subjecting

them to pressure. Fig. 7 indicates how this
may be done by passing them between two
appropriately-shaped rolls. L

IFrom the foregoing 1t will be appreciated
that the improved cleaning device is simple,
comparatively inexpensive, and can be used

~without liability of the fingers of the opera-

tor becoming soiled. Moreover, it will serve
as a definite anchoring device for the cloth
when not in use, so that the latter is not liable
to become displaced or lost. '

I do not desire to be understood as limiting
myself to the several constituents of the de-
vice disclosed herein, but reserve the right to
such modifications and changes as are within
the scope of my invention.

Having now described my invention, what
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A ruling-pen cleaner comprising a blade
and a handle, the former having a slot into
which a fabric may be introduced and secured.

2. A ruling-pen cleaner comprising a blade
and a handle, the former having a slot and a
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serrated edge to adapt it for engagement by

a cleaning fabric.

3. A ruling-pen cleaner comprising a blade
anc a handle, the former converging to a thin
front edge having a rearward turning at the
top intersecting a bevel forwardly extending
from the upper end of the rear edge to form
a point, said blade also having a vertical slot.
the rear edge of which is serrated.

In testimony whereof 1, EDwarp M. ZAacH-
ARIAS, have signed my name to this specifica-
tion, 1n the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses, this 7th day of July, 1902.

EDW. M. ZACHARIAS.

Witnesses:

JOHN P. O’Brien,
C. V. LEwis.
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